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M1r. GtTTHRIE: llow mucli right hadl it
n lien flie Frenchi treaty xvas brouglit liack by
'\ir. Fielding?

.%I. MACKENZIE KING: I hav'e ali-eady
pointcd out to mv\ lion. fricnd that there is a
great differcnce, between agreements that may
lie rccarlied lix twxeen this country and a foreign
countrY. anîl agreements~ made at -an imperiai
confî eie(e betx e n different parts of the
Briti-h Fimpire. Te mav lie an agree4cment
lietwe nI one p:tof tlie empire and a foccign
counti-'v on fleic mdcrstanding that if, viii lie
îilimîitrI Io parlianicot; witlh a poss~ibiity of

rejection. If sîîbmitfed and flot catified, xvcll
aind g-ond; thiat is undecstood as a p siuiy
,and therefoce rcjection is of no political
-igniifii' mcc. It may lic of significance from
a puol comniiie Ina

1z point of x'cw. But so far

'\Ir. CHAPIN\: \Vas this parliament ab](,
to cliana', ana ihing in tlic Australian treafy?

Mr. MACIREN ZIE KING: S0 lac a.s tliese
agî'ecmcnts uce cone' m-nd, iali()ougli wc d-n not
c xen knov fthe te îuiý of thejît, I sa v, rgri-
of xvlat tliey ia inx'oive. if cannot lie sajd
that, if th-' pai lianie ut refus'es to approx'e
tluelte. flie refusi -'1wiii net01 lie eonsfruled as an
a et of di-'lo *vaill v the emipire and an ict
tliri atcnîag dlisruption within the emipire itsclf.
Tli,' I s a 'n entireiv differenit thing and
a x"cv s-erions thing. Rcfusai w'ould hav'e a
polîtîcal as weil as a commercial significance.

Mr. STEVENS: Wili thec riglit lion, geýntle-
man pýermnit one qner.tion?

Mr. M Xý[CKENZIE KING: îcs.

M.ST'EVENS: MWîs tlie <irnfting and
si 'gning n flic ratification of flic Australian

i cî'in 1925 nov difiken t from what is being
loue iioxv?

Mir. VALI,.5 jNCE: In that case there was
a six montlis' cancc ilation.

Mr'. MACKENZIE KING: If xvas different.

.%,r. STEVE'NS: Nof a pacticle.

MY. M--ýACK-ENZIE RING: Not a parficie,
s.avs my lion. friend.

.Mr. STEVENS: In principle, nlot in detail.

Mr-c.\MACKEN-\ZIE KING: Perliaps I might
as iveli take up af once flic point raised by the
Ministfer of Trade and Commerce. To my
ii, tiacre is a vast difference between an

agr-cement whieli is subject to canceliation at
tde end of six montlis and an agreement
wvhieh is to romain in force for five years.

'Mr. STEVENS: That is flot the point.
[lai. Mackç,(nzje King.]

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: May I asic this
question. We have flot scen flie agreements,
but one feature of them xve know is that they
arc fo lie hinding upon tlic different parts of
tho empir'e affected for a period of five years.
If thiev involve increases in týhe tariff then
tliose incecases are to lie binding for the next
fixe( years If fhcy stipulate that, so far as
the tariff is concerncd, it shall remain xvhere
:ît pie-cnt it stands xvith respect to certain
n'oniiuoditics, then it xviii o romain for five
yùe'rs. It so provides on fthc part of Canada
as xveil as on the part of Great Britain. If
tliat is flic fart, I say fiant it is circumscribing
thc fi-clal frecdomi and indpendent action of
this pqrlianaent; it is ptfting a chain and bail
:îroîînd parlianiient i0 its frcedom in negotia-
ting trcatics xxith otlier counitries wherever
hi -e particular obligations may come fe, lie

factors in ..nci negotiations; and fo that ex-
lent it xvouid lie vioiafing the fundamenfai
principies of freedomn in the eletermnination of

th vonty fis~cal poiicy.
Bu crs than mecefitn upon ne-

goti:ition is thle effet xx hidi ýigireeints of thle
k ind il n* v liavxe ia I in ding suli-equent parI in-

1in -. I link I am) able Io cite, with rcsp ect
o i lie iniproprîet 'v of t lie binding of one

p:îi-iaiont, li anoflier, an aiifhority xvio
SliOuld not lie qelstioneh, at least by lion.

îaiihmnr)opoite. I slioiilî like to quote
Io the bouse wiaf the present Prime Minister
saitud omil i vear or twvo ago, xvhîcn standing
xxlicre I nîn non', xvifh respect to one pachia-
ment sceking to binel another. It xvas in flic
matter of a xciv simili ontlay of moncy to
n'etf a purcl 'v local improvemnrt in the city
of Ottaxva-not a great question ýof fiscal
polic *v, not somcthing xvhicli boîind ail parties
in f liir fiscal riglits foc a period of ycars, but
nîereit' aî qnue-tion of a siami of naoncy f0 lic
x 0f cd te tlie improxei nn commnission in tie
eity of Ottnxwa for a terni of years. Wliat did
the right lion. gentleman say on that occa-
s.îon? Speaking in tlie Ilomîse of Commons,
oni April 21, 1928, at paîge 2352 of Hansard, lie
siî

1 sîiggest fa ftie governînent flic dosirabiify
Or sttîutiiig flic word "five" for the word

" thirfi-y." Five years is flie life of a pachia-
mecnf, and I cannot thinkz if quite consonant

xi thi the ideas of the riglif lion, gentleman as
lieu-cf tofoi'e expressed thaï; this parliament
slhOuld1 bind flic hands of future parhiaments.
I ani quite axvaro of the fact that if would ho
quite cilipefenit for succeedin.- parliamrents fo
chlange tliaf figure f0 forty or f0 fen; fhey would
,ave dit powerc, liut a vested inferesf is
aequîired wxlien a sfafufe of this kind is passed
by pari aînent: fthc commission naturally expecfs
fîcît tliat is flic end of if.

M\ 'v riglit hon. friend tîmece speaks of a,
vc"fcd intcresf. Is inv vestcd intercof


