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It bas aiso been said in these rapresenta-
tions by this company and the othars interest-
ed that railway companies should reduce their
expenditures avery year and more especially
reduce their overhead by reducing- the wages
of their empicyces, but by referring to the
reports mode bv the presidents of tbe Canadian
Nýational Ra;!Ïways and the Conadian Pacifie
Railway Company, wve can see that their oper-
ating expenses bave decrcased eocb year, al-
tbougb their net profits perhaps are flot as
great Apart from this, our raiiways are effi-
cientiy moniged. Lot us compare with tbe
United States roads the number of tons of
freiglit handied per mile and ýpar employee.
We find the average number of tons handied
by the Canadian Pacific Raiilway to ha 267,836,
and hv the Canadian National, 195,808. Tbe

avrae for Canada is 231,872an fote

United States 220,000 par employee. So hion.
members con see that Canadian roads handie
11,872 tons more a mile for eacb employee
than United States roads d.o. Going further,
an editoriol in the Roiiway Age gives the fol-
iowing figures, and I miglit state that these
figures have bean used in other parliaments
and for the samne rurpose, so for as I bave
been able ta icorn. I believe they arc figures
that con be substantiated. The Roiilvoy Âge
stotes that the average wage paid for 1923 by
the Canadian Nationol was $1,421, hy the
Canadian Pacifie, $1,482, and by United States
roads, $1.588. The Minister of Raiiways and
Canais ("Mr. Grabam) in bis report states tbat
the average houriy rote of ail employees, in-
ciudin.g the president down ta tbe iowest em-
pioyae, is 64 cents. If we take the average
earningýs of raiiway mca in Canada. the United
States, Itaiy, Cermanly and Switzeriand. we
find that Canada bas the iowest labouîr cost
par ton mile of any country in the worid. Tbe
satistics 'que as foliows:

Country

Canada . ..
United States..
Germany.
Itl 'te........
Switzerlandi.

No1. of
espînyecs

rerjuired ta
Average inove 1 ton

Wage 1 mile

$648 5
757 5
409 23
377 24
365 31

Labour
cost per
ton mile

Cents

3.24
3.78
9.40
8.04

11.1

I would take it from tbese figures tbat the
cost in regard te liandiing freight per ton mile
18 less in tbis country thon in ony otber coun-
try in the world, if you take into consideration
the average xvages, tbe labour cost per ton
mile and the~ noîmber of employaes.

As regards the affect of wages cf railway
employees on freigbt rotes, hon. members will
rememher that diiring- the u'ar the cost of
living increased very rapidly and thot wogas
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were increased in an effort to keep up with
the increased cost of living. It is significont
that living costs increased first, and this is
absolute proof that inereased wages were flot
the cause of the increase in the cost of livinz.
iRailway wages neyer overtook the cost of
living. The peak was reached in 1920, since
when the 200,000 railway ernpioyees in Can-
ada have bad their wages cut and conditions
cbanged so as to reduce thair earnings by
approximateiy $45,000.000 annually. The woges
of empioyces were not increased fromn 1913 to
191S. Nevcrtheless the cost of living increosed
each ycar, and in 1920-21 tbere was a cut of
something like 15 per cent in the woges of
railway amployees, amounting yearly to the
sumn of $45,000.000. This, 1 think, is the
largest voluntory contribution by any closs
of workers.

I sbould like to make a furthar quotation
regarding increoses that bave taken place since
1913 in wages paid in other occupations, as it
was stated in the reprasentations made by tho
Tudbope, Anderson Company that wages paid
railway employecs were far in exeeso of those
paid to other industrial workers and llad in-
croased more. These figures' were takcn from
the C-inadian Annual Review for 1923, and
using the index number of 100, the year 1913
and the year 1923, the wage increases are as
follows:

Index Index

Oc(cupationl 1913 1923

Buîilding trades...........................100 166.4

i\',tal tractes ............................ 100 174.0

Printing trades..........................100 188.9
Goal mininz ............................ 100 107.8
C,,nlioi factory labour ........... ....... 100 181.7
Miellan ous factory labour..............100 196.1

I.uiliberng ................................ 100 170.4

E]Lctrî railways.........................100 186.2

Steam railways ....................... .... 100 157.4
Cost of living, wholesale prices ............ 100 153.0

This shows that woges of railway employees
inereascd oniy 57.4 per cent, which is tbe
smallest increase for any of those industrial
wcrkers fromn 1913 to 1923, and tbe cost of
living increased about 53 per cent.

Going further in regard to representations
made by these different corporations tbat rail-
way wages are tbe cause of bigb freight rates,
we find that the different manufacturing in-
dustries that are ciamouring for a reduction in
freicbht rates and claimingc that railway wages

are the cause of bigh freight rates have certain

stortiing figures to produce in regard to the
administration of their own businesses. I
sbould like to refer to remarks mode by the
bon. member for Neepawa (Mr. Milne) in
speaking to the budget a year ago. I believe
be quoted certain figures showing the cost of
making hinders in 1913 and 1923, and the


