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been settled so far as Mr. Dalton McCarthy faith this parliament would show in repealing
was concerned, having been relegated to the a provision of that kind, while the territorial
Territorial goverment to deal with as they system existed at least, would be just as great
saw fit. Mr. Dalton McCarthy did not seelk as if the pOPulation who availed themselves of
to raise the race or religions cry, but simply our pledge and relied on that system to-day.
said : Let us hand over this matter to the were only thirteen instead of 13,000.
local authorities to deal with exclusively, Then further he says :
and you will have peace and harmony ; you We daim therefare ihaf the constitutinual
will not have constant friction arising in this

use and in the country. IHowever, Sir system which was established with regard toHous andin he cuntr. Hm-evr. achools and with regard ta language in 1875John Thompson would not acquiesce in the ougit toa n maiutaied for the same reasansdemands made to relegate either to the pro- as those which dictated its creation, and thatvince of Manitoba or to the government of 1 this condition of affairs should last. at least,
the Territories the right to deal with their while the affairs of the Territories are under
educational questions. Therefore, in 1894, control of this parliament. What the consti-
a Bill was introduced i this House by tution of the future provinces should be, in
Mr. Dalton McCarthy to repeal the separate view of the pledges which have been referred
school clauses of the Northw-est Territories to, or in view of any other set of circumstances,
Acsetion 14auses b the soet I have ot- will be for parliament to decide when it decidesAct, section 14 heing the section 1 have quot- to create those provinces. I hope, therefore,ed. Quite a long debate took place on that that the House will he careful to-day not tomotion ; and according to my way of thinl- disturb the arrangement so wisely made in
ing that debate is the pivot upon which the 1875, and which is as useful to the Territories
discussion of this question almost wholiy now as it was then.
turns. That debate was so important, it These are the words of Sir John Thlolmp-liad so much to do with the question niow son, then the leader of the Conservativebefore us, that I am amazed that hon. gen- party, and Attorney General of Canada.*tlemnen opposite have not devoted more In reply to him. Mr. McCarthy sonuded atime and attention to it, because their leader note of w-arning in these words
at that timue made the situation clear anth
plain. Iu that year, Sir John Thompson Then if we do not give them power to
speaking in answer to Mr. Dalton Mc- choose, if we deny them the right to select for
Carthy, said, as will be found at page 6127 themselves, thon, when the day cames, as t

must before long, when some part of the Terri-tf i illsar k ff dhtya 1
e

One other important characteristic was to be
considered in regard to the Territories while
they were to remain in the Territorial condi-
tion, and that was in vkew of the peculiar cir-
cumstances of the Territories, the tact that we
were inviting al' races, creeds and denomina-
tions, there was to be the widest toleration
while the Territories existed.

That was the corner stone of the whole ; the
corner stone which the hon. member for Sim-
coe (Mr. McCarthy) proposes to remove, on the
ground that there can be no good reason given
for its existence. As the hon. leader of the
opposition has said to-night, no man knew
better than those who were engaged in framing
the Act of 1875, the difficulties which sectarian
disputes might create In that new country. No
one realized better the fact, that in so far as
the population was to be gathered into the
Territories from the older provinces, it was to
be gathered from different races, and from
amongst men who had strong lines of difference
as regards religions belief. While the popula-
tion should be going in there, and while the
Territories should remain under eur control
at least, there was to be the broadest tolera-
tion for every belief, and for the races, as re-
gards worship, and as regards language, and as
regards instruction in the schools.

Then further he says :

It is just as much a matter of sound policy
now as it was in 1875, that toleratian should
exist there, and that we should extend the
broadest invitation to the people of different
races and religions to come and settle there
with a perfect sense of toleration; and it mat-
ters not how many people in the past have
availed themselves of our invitation. The bad
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ores w as or a mission and be en-
titled by their population and position to have
this clause enacted, then this parliament would
be bound to repeal the law, otherwise we
should be, as I say, riveting the system of
separate schools upon them. This point I think
a most important one.

Then the lion. meiner for East (Grey
(Mr. Sproule), who has always been sincere
on this question. likewise sounded a note
of warning :

I agree with the assumption advanced that if
we allow usages to grow up for a length of
time, in proportion to their duration they will
be difficult to remove. They were given by the
Act of 1875 the right to establish separate
schools there. It might happen. afterwards,
when we establish a province there and give
the legislature the full autonomy of a provin-
cial legislature, that we could not do away with
the order of things then existing.

Then, Sir, Mr. McCarthy wvas not sati-
fied with what the hon. leader of the goy-
ernment had said: he. Sir John Thompson
having made it plain, if I read his language
aright, that if he Sir John Thompson were
sitting here to-day he w-ould be in favour of
'fastening the separate school system upon
the Northwest provinces. taking the ground
that if the reasons which had prevailed in
1875 were good reasons in 1894 I do not
sec how lie could come to any other con-
clusion than that they were good reasons
in 1905. Mr. McCarthy said that Sir John
Thompson w-as ambiguous in his statement
as to what would happen when the time
came for granting autonomy. Ir Jor.


