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tion of the Act as an enactment, and then
we pass resolutions that are not in the Act.
but which are to be added to it when it
leaves this Ilouse. That is an inmovation
in the usages of Parliament which this
House should not consent to. It is unfair
to us, and it is very irregular. It was evi-
dently contemplated by a provision in the
resolution that the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way would not get the full amount which
it was represented they were likely to get
from the British Columbia Southern Rail-
way. It seems to me that the deal is this:
whoever own the British Columbia South-
ern Railway. whether it be Jaffray and Cox
as we are told by the press, they have made
a capital bargain with this Government,
and a capital bargain with the British Co-
Coluinbia Government. They first get 250.-
000 acres of coal lands from the British
Coluwmbia peopl> for the construction of
this line. and then they make a bargain
whershy they relinquish 50.000 acres, and
Keep 200,000 acres to themselves, Then they
have got this Government to provide the bal-
ance of the sabsily necessary for building
this road. The British Columbia Govern-
ment gave them 250,000 acres believing it
wias necessary to give that to get the raii-
way : but the parvties having control of that
company. have succeeded in a deal by which
they pocket the proceeds of 200.000 acres of
these coal lands, and get the railway built
by giving 50000 acres. There is some one
Lehind this deal who is operating it very
nicoly, and if it is not a grand steal, it will
Dbe at least a grand speculation for them. out
of wlich the country does not get any bene-
fit at all.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND
CANALSN. What do you refer to in that
connection ?

Mr. SPROULE. 1 <ay that the provision
is that thoy get 250.000 acres of land from
the British Columbia Government if they
builid the raihway.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND
CANALS, A great deal more than that.

Mr. SPROULE. That is the mineral land.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AXND
LCANALSK., There are 250,000 acres estimat-
ed as coal lands.

Mr. SPROULE. Out of the coal lands
they are recciving. they give us 50,000
acres, aml they have 200.000 acres for
themselves, and are certainly making a
good deal. The Minister tells us that he is
determined that we shall not enter into an
agreement for the building of this railway,
without the express understanding that this
land shall be given to us. However, the
Act only provides that they shall give the
land to us if they get it. If this Govern-
ment were defeated, or if the Minister of
Railways died. and some one else took his

place. we would have nothing to fall back
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upon but the bare Act of Parliament, and
the Act only ‘provides, that if they do not
get the lands they will be under mno obli-
gation 1 give us any. We would neverthe-
less be called upon to pay $11,000 a mile
all the same. Under these circumstances
the provisions which the Government say
they have made to prevent a monopoly of
the coal lands, is not worth anything at all.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. The hon. gentleman (Mr. Sproule)
has failed to grasp the facts in connection
with this transfer, or otherwise he would
not have passed the criticism which he has.
He appears to be under the impression
that 200,000 acres only, or whatever the
auant-ty is. of coal bearing lands are to be
evarned as a subsidy by this road. The facts
are entirely otherwise, The =ubsidy which
bas been promised to b2 given by the British
Columbia Government to the British Co-
lumbia Soathern Railway Company. amounts
to 20,000 acres per mile, and for 300 miles
that woull be 6.009,000 acres.

Mr. SPROULE. I understood
cluded in that, there
of mineral land.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AXND
CANALS. Included in the six million
acres would be the coal lands which are
estimated to amount to about 250,000 acres.

Mr. SPROULE. And out of that 250,000
acres the Government is to get 50,000 acres.

The MINISTER O RAILWAYS AND
CANALS, Aud out of the coal Dbearing
lands, whether they amount to 250,000
acres or less, the Government is to get 50,-
000 acres. The Dbalamce of the lands which
are referred to here, and which the Gov-
ernment will take power to regulate the
sale of and fix the price of, are largely
timber lands. and perhaps might be de-
scribed as mineral lands other than coal.
We have taken these powers with a view
of preventing these timber lands, or min-
eral lands. from being held by the com-
pany as a monopoly. Now, the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company get the British
Columbia Southern Company, under their
arrangement. all the lands except the coal
bearing lands. Therefore, assuming that
the area of coal Dbearing lands would be
250.0010) acres. they would get the six mil-
lion acres less the 230,000 acres. Now.
of these 2350.000 acres. they have. en-
gaged with us that they will get from
the British Columbia Southern Company

that in-
were 400.000 acres

50000 acres, instead of 5,000 as was first

previded for, and these 50.000 acres they
will miake over to us. The ex-Minister
of Finance says. that this agreement does
not contain an explicit statement, that the
giving of these 30,000 acres shall be a
ccndition preced:nt to the company get-
ting its subsidy. That subject was very
fully discussed between the representatives



