
[JUNE 17, 1891.]

I hope this Bill will meet witlh the approval of the
House as it bas met with the approval of the
Letrislatures in inany of the States and as I believe
it has the approval of the people generally.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. Is this the Bill whicl
was introdueed last year ?

Mr. BURDETT. Yes.
Sir JOHN THOMIPSON. I forget what the fate

of it was last year.
Mr. UURI)ETT. You intended to bring in

amendmients to the crininal law. I was unfortu-
nately ill at the end of the session and was unable
to be liere, ai the Minister of Justice did noc deal
with this measure. I think it was to have beéen
incorporated lin the criminal law amendmnent, if
the Minister of -Justice approved of it.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I rememnber now that
I was introdiiUng a 12 amending the crimninaI·lawv,
and intended to refer that Bill and this one to a
committee, but the lion. gentleman was unfortun-
ately not able to be here. I think the Bill is a goodl
one. The only objection is the lireference it pro-
poses to give. We are endeavouring to pass a crinn
inal law amendmnent Bill which will probably be
dealt with by the House, but, if the lion. gentle-
man thinks this measure is urgently reqjuired, I
will not -persist in objecting to its passage.

Mr. BURDETT. I know that there is a person
now charged vith attemipting to commit somne of
the frauds at which this Bill is aimned. They are
attempting to reach hlim throgh another clause of
the criminual law. .1 woùld suggest that the·lion.
geitlenian should allow the ·Bill.to pass, and, w-hen
he does codify the criminal law,.Jhe should incor-
.porate this provision, or soinething like it, in his
measure. 1 know this is of para.ouri importance
to the people of the County of:Hiitings·and the ad-
joining Coùnty·of Prince Edward,·and I think the
Minister-of Customs will agree with me in that.

Mr. DAVIES (P..E.I.) Is this a copy of the law
in force in the United States !

Mr. BURDETT. Ves ; of the law in the State of
Ohio.

M-r. CAMERON (Huron). I an glad to, hear
that the Ministerof Justice approves of theprinciple
of this Bill, and I hope lie will allow it to becomne
law this session. I understand that he does not
intend to proceed this session with the Bill for the
codification of the criminai law, and I, therefore,
hope lie will allow this Bill to pass. I know that
the frauds which have been spoken of by mny hou.
friend prevail to a considerable extent in the west.
The only objection I have to the Bill is that it does
not cover a great mnany other cases, but it does
cover a very extensive class of frauds ; and if the
Minister of Justice is in favour of the principle, I
hope he will allow it to pass the second reading,
refer it to a special commnittee if necessary, and by
the strong arn of the law stamnp out a class of
frauds which is very prevalent.

Mr. BERGIN. I think this is a very valuable
Bill, and will be productive of nuch goodi, but I
agree with the last speak;r that it should take a
wider range and include other articles which are
being sold in a most fraudulent way hy which
people are being robbed every day. I hope the,
Miuister of Justice will allow this to go through
this session.
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Mr. SPROULE. It seems to me tliat there
might be sone conflict of jurisdiction between this
neasure and the provinciia laws in reference to
Contracts, but, if it were possible to frame a Bill
which woubl not interfere with the provincial legis-
lation, 1 think it wouldi be very important that
this Bill or somne other provision (of the kind should
become law at an early date. It is patent toevery
miember, especially from the rural districts of
Ontario, that a certain class of individuals are
goiig around every year victimizing the farmers
and taLkiir their hard eariiiiigs and giving little or
nothing in return. If a law of this kind were put
in force, I believe the passage of it woull have a
good effect. These people are careful not to go
into towns and -ilages but to keep to the rural
districts wlierc they are not likely to be detected
by t.hioise who unîderstandi the law. better. I think
there were tiousands of dollars taken out of East
Grî-ey a few years ago for seed grain. One year it
is seed grain, another year it is inmplements, and so
on, but the fraud is carried on ahînost incessantly
and the farmers are being victimized by unprin-
cipled mien. I think, if it were possible, this Bill
shoulbl go further, and tiat nanufacturers who
sell agricultural implenents should be prevented
froi taking a lien of sucli a character that
prevents the farmier froni disposing of any portion
of bis stock nail that lien is disposed of. If the
farmer seils a horse, if lie lias boughît a mnower or
binder or reaper, the mnanufactuïrer has a lien,
with such provisions that the note beconies due at
once, tliough it nay not lbe properly due:for a year,
and the purclase- of-the horse mîay be sued at any
tijne and the note collected from hlim. While it
nay be true that mnany imanifacturers will not take
advantage of tlhis provision, I think it should not
be left in their power to do so, and the notes which
are given ont at pi-esent by ma nfacturers Vo their
agents for signature by the fariners are a disgrace
to any civilized countiry. There is no reason why
thè nüifacturer should -have a lien on aH the pro-
perty of a fariner, wlhen perhaps the value of his
piu-chasie may be only S14. I think the law should
prevent\ thie inanufactunrer from having the power
to do that. I would not arl-ogate the section itself,
but I would prevent manufacturers fron taking a
lien upon a man's property that would prevent him
selling that property to advantage when necessary.

Mr. McMULLEN I desire to say a word upon
this subject.\ Hon. gentlemen will remnember that
during the last Parliament one of the imembers
fron Hamilton (Mr. Brown) asked for a conmittee
to enquire into frauds practised upon farmuers. I
happened to be a member of that comnittee, and
the muember foriBrockville (M. Wood), whom I do..
not see now in his place, was also a nienber of that
committee. Ve took up something like six weeks
in the investigation, and although we were aware
in our individual experience of the frauds con-
mitted in the several sections of the Dominion frou
which we caine, we were surprised to find how
general they were in all sections of the country,
and I amx quite certain that the interest taken by
Mr. Brown at that tite in finding out the exist-
ence of those frauds led to the introduction of this
Bill. I think it is fully time that we should have
such a measure. I quite agree with the remnarks
dropped by the lion. member for East Grey (Mr.
Sproule). There are enormous frauds practised in
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