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of this country, either in my own Province, where my| Council has eaten humble pie and handed in his
condnct as a Minister aod as a man hag been endorsed a,sf“z}y sabmiigsion "to that hon. gentleman, as the hon. gen-
public men in this House ever had theif‘ébr;&}ﬁ'ct'ggﬁéi;?ﬁ_ ,| tleman ~ has boasted here and often, and if he has
or elsewhere, I am ready to meet him; and I challenge him, | given up the views which he at one time entertained,
whenever he is ready for the issue, to meet me in fiir and | we hgva the right to ask what were the circumstances
open diseussion, and he will find me prepared for the combat. whae&leéd to the cha:lnge.f Hon.f genftlcmen (zipposiulal hbavo
- e ey 7" 1said that we were not in favor of reform, and it will be a
Mr. HUNTINGTON. I think it will occur to the House, great calamity if we find we have lost their confidence ; but
Sir, that the hon. gentleman who has just spoken has| iyt 1ot enongh that we are not up to the standard. What
travelled a little out of the record. He seemed at first to we want to know is this: is the hon. Minister of Railways
supposo t?ﬁh??tettg;ngc e‘;”gfs“t‘;lehgg t&"g&gﬁgﬁ"é&:ﬁ‘};ﬁﬁ the man the hon. President of the Council painted him, did
atten'ion : . . : )
who has lately been imported ‘nto this House as a Minister. he enter into a corrupt bargain, did he commit a great

3 POTLe! : crime; and if not, he commits a great crime in not with-
Now, Sir, I do not think it is strange, bg}; ‘I’ﬁm‘al}’l t}im;;)e:’e drawing those accusations, since he has found the virtue of
chould ask, when wo heardjthat Mr. McLelan ‘} d '; the Minister of Railways whom he at one tims denounced
r[o.mxnuted _Prg:s1dent of the Council, who he was. 0100t ;s man utterly unworthy of coufidence and trust.
think that it is strange that hon.llgentllemenhW1th enqlfnrm% bM MoLELAN. I . R
minds should say first of all, where does he come from r. Mc AN. I am somewhat surprired, Mr. Speaker
And they found he came from Nova Scotia. They remem- | at the attention which hon. gentlemen opposite have bestowed
ber that not many years ago he came to this House full of | on me this afternoon, as 1 did not expect so much of their
that bitterness which the hon. Minister had boasted that he | attention, especially upon those old matters which occarred
had since extracted from him. They remember that the | so many years ago in Nova Scotia. During the past summer
hon. gentleman, when he came here, protested, in the nameof | I had the honor of appearing before the electors of Col-
Nova Scotia, which sent him a3 one of its representatives, | chester and of meeting opposition there. I expected that
against the cause which the hon. Minister of Railways|in the heat of the contest everything connected with Nova
had pursued and to the view that in bartering and| Scotia and Nova Scotian politics might possibly be intro-
‘seltleingtthe rifh_tts of No:a ?cft)}tliat l:lo; wlells promotli)z;g fits (ti'uced ’t htzhey were in}:rodm:lc'eclil, &nd hthis ver;;) ql}es-
interests; and it was natural that the hon. member for | tion, this very speoch whic e hon. member for
Centre Huron (Sir Richard J. Cartwright) should enquire, | Centre Huron (Sir Richard J. Cartwright) has quoted
is this Minister the same Mr. McLelan ? vg‘hen }:: Iittéedla,ter hex('ie to-day was brought before the electors who
on they saw him change his views, by, they did not | understood the whole position of the case, and they
know; you cannot see n?otives, you cannot im’pute motives; | passed upon that question and upon all otherquet’stions which
but they saw him cross the floor not exactly cross the floor | were then raised, and sent me here as cheir representative
oi ?}]}18 Housctaz buttgxsiulzlneha pé):(litlon wll:'wh magiet it poglgg in ghls }rotlﬁae gy an"pvervgbel?ﬁgﬂmaﬁmty. thT?i hon.
at the same time that he handed over his convictions eader of the Opposition has told the House that I am a
Minister of Railways to accept an office from the Minister | lncky politician, I regret that I cannot return the compli-
of Railways. Naturally my hon. friend, the member for | ment, for if ever there was an unlucky politician it is surely
Centre Huron, asks, is this the same Mr. McLelan who was | the hon. gentleman who leads the present Opposition. 1t
appointed Commissioner of the Intercolonial Railway in | is true that he is at the head of a party which is growing
such striking connection with his change of views on the | small by degrees and beautifully less, if I do not mistake
great Nova Scotia question? It is a matter of history. Eublic feeling; but the foundations of every position which
Everybody would like to know who is this new Minister, | he has taken as leader of that party have been swept away,
and what he has done. Well, I do not think it is very|and he has shown himself to be an unlucky leader and
strange that enquiry should be made respecting that! politician right through, But, Mr. Speaker, he says I am
hon. gentleman who distingnished himself in public life Fx;)cky, because, after twenty-five years of public life in
ix; ;Eoyia Seotia by brin;,;ing c!:ts;]rgei agaihmt the li&itnisbtﬁr g:; oo:nt;Jy,tI have tl?l(:gn a; {e\: rf{)tonths ad.member otf"3 th(;
of Railways, in connection with whom he came into the | Cabinet. Let me say this: that after spending a quarter o
House, gross and base charges, which the Minister himself | a century in public life, I entered the Cabinet, not by
will admit, if true, to be widely calculated to destroy :intrigue on my own part, not by intrigue on the part of uny
public confidence in him, The Minister of Railways boast- | of my personal friends, but I entered it honorably. I was
fully told the House that he is a great man and occu- | invited to enter it, and the people of my county sustained
pies a high position; he taunted the Opposition on their | me. Mr. Speaker, if report be true, there are men occupy-
minority in the House, he spoke indeed of everything except | ing the positions of leaders of parties, who did not reach
this particular matter. My hon. friends did not attack the | those positions without the intrigue of their friends.
hon. Minister oftRaxlwa{rs, if ﬂtl;:a hﬁnihh(m}:;er oftaRallvmy: 'il;]he; hon. lgeml:iex}'] for (ietntre Hur(;n. has ret:}d portonnri I?f
was an innocent man, they attack the circumstance tha: at speech, and has put to me certain questions. As the
his colleague to-day had never purged himself from the | hon, Minister of Railways has stated, party lines in Nova
accusation which, if an honorable man, and he still believed | Scotia previous to Confederation were drawn very clearly.
:ha}. ’aci‘ﬁsag?in gn.mt, wtquld }éa}velxx;zgie kit impo‘sizitble forgxilln{ Parg :(()ip(tiests were very sevelre, and Pub]ti}(; _men fin that

0 join the Administration. Sir ink we must come back | contest did anse very extreme language in their references
to the original position, notwiihstanding the rhetoric and | to each other. The question of the Pictou Railway came
vehemence of the hon. gentleman. We do not want expla- | upon us suddenly in 1866, and it was surrounded by
nations respecting the “speak now " business. The duty of | circumstances that excited the fiercest opposition, and
the Opposition is to enquire whether the new Minister is | aroused all the old party feeling that was so intense in that
this Mr. McLelan, and whether he retains the same views, or | Province. Reference has been made to the language used by
whether he has changed his views, Before he asks the con- ' the present Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia, but he has
fidence of the House aud uses his influence and eloguence, } declared over his own signature that he did not impute any
as he doubtless will do, to impress on hzn. members his ' personal motives of wrong on the part of the hon. Minister
views, they had a right to ask whether he had changed his | of Railways. Whatever [ b said on that occa-
views as S;tated byghimself, that the dpfesaﬁt 'Mingqter of | sion I1 sag'now, nal‘x’)‘:axl‘y, :}?:ty wﬁ:g that contract was
Railways was a public plunderer and'a disgrace to the i complete, and when the whole history of the railway
Province he represented. If the President of the;was made known to the people of Nova Scotia, ho

Sir CaArLEs TurPER. '




