
With the East-Asian Autumn Festival as a backcfrop, the conférence tWed, "ýCanada - Eust Asia:
Business Connections" was held on October 2, 1998. It was presented in conjunction wich the
KW ,Chamber of Commerce, Communitech, Canada's Techxiology Triangle Communi:y
Technology Association and the Centre on Pooelg2 Policy anti Padena1t Untvoeulty of
Wateirloo.

Its purpose was to bring together a diverse group of individuals to discuss Canadian interests and
involvement in East Asia. The Conférence examined the nature of relations between Canada and
East Asia in a rapidly changing global economic-community. In the fail of 1998, the: Canadian
govemnment and Canadian businesses were hrying to forrnulate responses to the eononic crisis
that was wTeaking havoc in East AsiL . Sa called "Asian meltdown" served as a timely
context to questions considered et the canference. Discussions focused on identifying busines
oppm w iffies in Msia while considering questions of culture and human rights. The: conférence
servr<,, as an important forum i which participints could share expertise aud experience ta
furtlr promote relations between Canada and East Asia.


