
military ruie but they are mlot considered de-stabilizing. Chile has made enormous progress
in the economnic and social sectors since its retumn to democracy in 1990. Chilean politios,
are now clominated by coalitions of the right and Ieft. Legisiative elections held December
11, 1997 did not significantly change the political configuration in the National Congress
(Sonate and Chamber of Deputies). The next presidential election is scheduled for
December 1999, and the race to succeed President Fret - prohibited by the constitution
from a second consecutive term - is underway. Former ruler Augusto Pinochet retired as
Commander of the Army and took Up a lifetime seat in the Sonate in March 1998. There
was substantial opposition to the accession of General Pinochet to the Senate.

CHILE AND THE NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

There is a strong consensus in Chile in support of both democracy and the free-market
economrv. Combined with the nation's 20-year experience in operating comrpetitive


