
REPORT FROM THlE ROUND TABLE ON
HUMAN SECURITY AND WATER CONFLICT

The Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development, at the request of the Foreign Affairs

Minister, Lloyd Axworthy, organised a round table in Ottawa on April 13, 1999, on Human

Security and Water Conflicts. Participants included specialists on water-related issues,

engineers, NGOs, confiict resolution experts, IJC experts, students as well as officiais from the

Department ofForeign Affairs and International Trade, Canadian International Development

Agency, and Environment Canada. The round table addressed key water-related issues (water-

resources, water-management, water-conflicts) in the broaderframework of human security. The

following is a report from the day-long discussion.

SUNMMRY 0F PRESENTATIONS

Following welcoming and introductory remarks by Steven Lee, National Director of the

Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development, Ralph Daley of JNU opened the discussion

with a brief presentation on the State of the World's Water. Professor Daley contended that

growing water shortages from uneven distribution, wastage, and pollution coupled with rising

water demand due to population growth have contributed to intensifying competition for fresh


