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From the beginning of hostilities, the islandts air facilities were made
available to the Royal Canadian Air Force. Following the military collapse
in western Europe, Canadian troops were despatched to Newfoundland, with
the full approval of its government, in June, 1940, to garrison strategic
points.

After the establishment of the Permanent Joint Board on Defence
in 1940, both Canada and the United States constructed extensive bases in
Newfoundland and Labrador. Canada constructed an air base at Goose Bay in
Labrador (leased to Canada for 99 years in an agreement between the two
governments in 1944) and another air base at Torbay, near St. Johnts. By
agreement with Newfoundland, Canada assumed control of the bases at Gander
and Botwood for the duration of the war, and made large extensions to both.
Canada also constructed a large naval escort base at St. John's for the
British Admiralty; the base was under control of the Royal Canadian Navy
throughout the war.

The United Kingdom granted the United States 99-year leases to
three bases in Newfoundland (an army garrison base near St. John's, a


