CONVENTION ON THE REDUCTION OF STATELESSNESS

THE CONTRACTING STATES,

ACTING in pursuance of resolution 896(1X), adopted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations on 4 December 1954,

CONSIDERING it desirable to reduce statelessness by international agreement,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

ARTICLE 1

1. A Contracting State shall grant its nationality to a person born in its territory
who would otherwise be stateless. Such nationality shall be granted:

(a) at birth, by operation of law, or

(b) upon an application being lodged with the appropriate authority, by or on
behalf of the person concerned, in the manner prescribed by the national
law. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article, no such
application may be rejected.

A Contracting State which provides for the grant of its nationality in accord-
ance with sub-paragraph (b) of this paragraph may also provide for the grant of its
nationality by operation of law at such age and subject to such conditions as may be
prescribed by the national law.

2. A Contracting State may make the grant of its nationality in accordance with
sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 1 of this Article subject to one or more of the fol-
lowing conditions:

(a) that the application is lodged during a period, fixed by the Contracting
State, beginning not later than at the age of eighteen years and ending not
earlier than at the age of twenty-one years, so, however, that the person
concerned shall be allowed at least one year during which he may himself
make the application without having to obtain legal authorization to do so;

(b) that the person concerned has habitually resided in the territory of the Con-
tracting State for such period as may be fixed by that State, not exceeding
five years immediately preceding the lodging of the application nor ten
years in all;

(c) that the person concerned has neither been convicted of an offence against
national security nor has been sentenced to imprisonment for a term of five
years or more on a criminal charge;

(d) that the person concerned has always been stateless.



