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Louis Kriesberg began his presentation with a review of

his work on social conflict and noted that de-escalation

appeared to be a neglected area of study. In a brief presen-

tation, three conditions relevant to mediation were put

forward: international context, doaestic conditions, and

adversarial relations. In the international context, tbree

consiêerations were identified: how does the region f it i.n

the sphere of other powers; how is a particular conflict

interrelIated with other confl1icta (over time and space) ;an

what is the interplay and imupact of respective networlcs of

~enemies and allies. In addressing the domestic conditions

relevant to inediation, Kriesberg warned of the dangers oft

reifying the state. He argued that the doiestic consitec

has its ovu internai dynaics separate f rom the intentoa

environment anid few doestic changes are in respnet

external stim~uli. The final condition of desra

relations included conideration of how adversaries relat ta

each other and who should be included in a regimie--as such,

the analytical boundaries of a reqine are ambiguous.

Kriesberg thnturned to de-escalation stratgies. W

'<as rudta n taeyms cobn he mar

compnens. irst caefu cosideration miust b. qiven tath

detrmnaion ofthe mjor parties in an tepa stlmn

Those patiswilling aud able ta disrupt anaremntwr

and caibrated tasuit the situation. It l

theê okho a teuded ta thinc ini ter

coecio. Hwevrw muet include cons,

psible benefits that people may~ see to a se

isse must be carefully considered to ascer


