CHAPTER 1

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN EVOLUTION

"The middle years, of the twentieth century find the
world in a process of change probably more profound
and more sweeping than any which has overtaken it
since ‘the mediaeval world broke up in ruins and the
foundations of the modern world were laid in the 15th
and 16th centuries." -

E.H. Carr, What is History?

It is now a commonplace to say that the world is changing with

unprecedented speed. Changes of such pervasiveness have occurred as to

cause some historians to ask whether a new stage or epoch has been reached

which demands a new kind of history and a new name.i Proféssor,Barraclough
has used the term ﬁcontemporary History" to point out the essential differ-
ence in qua11ty and content of the perlod now emerglng from that wh1ch went
before hitherto known as modern h1story R Chang1ng attltudes are also
evident in h1stor1ans',1nterpretat1ons of the first half of this century.

According to Barraclough, anyone lookihg'down on thé world of the 1960's and

- comparing it with fifty or more years ago'will probably find few things

more striking than the changes which have taken place in the structure of
international relations. In a world that is undergoing such profound atti-
tudinai and structural changes, it would be unreaéohable to expect that the
substance and methods of diplomacy could long_remain unchanged.-'The'assessment
of the Duncan Reportm‘m io preparation fof the future that "The assumption of
'no change' is the one (assumption) which is ourely-going to be wrong" applies

to diplomacy itself as well as to the environment in which it serves.

i An Introduction to Contemporqry History by Geoffery Barraclough

&% Volume XII of the New Cambridge Modern History (1898-1945) was judged
out-of-date and a new edition begun shortly after publication in 1960

AAA Report of the Review Committee on Overseas Representation, London, 1969



