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relations, North-South issues, and various 
problems that face all of us in the West 
within us. We have committed ourselves 
and expressed this commitment that we 
should tackle these problems with a 
conunon perception and sense of common 
objectives in a way that befits our respec-
tive nations and its strength and circum-
stances. 

Another fruit is that we have felt strongly 
that we should demonstrate that the West-
ern political, economic, and social institu-
tions are superior to those in the East. And 
also to step up our cooperation with the 
Third World and pledging ourselves to the 
steadfast maintenance of free trade institu-
tions is a most important fruit out of this 
summit. I believe this is indeed the message 
from Ottawa to the world. 

Our participants have expressed our soli-
darity and cooperation and this strong ex-
pression, I believe, is a most valuable and 
irreplaceable achievement of this summit. 

Above all, I am satisfied that we have 
beerr able to build friendship and mutual 
confidence arnong us, the leaders of these 
summit nations. 

The North-South question was an impor-
tant item on our agenda. We have been 
united in recognition that our interdepend-
ence in international cozrununity is becom-
ing more important than ever, and we have 
corm:rated to further expand official devel-
opment assistance. 

In conclusion, I would like to say that for 
this most successful stimmit conference, I 
am again grateful to Prime Minister Tru-
deau personally and to the people of 
Canada for tlaeir most generous support and 
cooperation and, with that note of thanks, I 
would like to conclude my comments. 

Thank you. 
Prime Minister Trudeau. I now give the 

floor to the President of the Council of the 
Italian Republic, Mr. Spadolini. 

Prime Afinister Spadolini. The Govern-
ment of the Italian Republic is very grateful 
to the Canadian Government and in partic-
ular to Prime Minister Trudeau, who was 
the animator and coordinator of our discus-
sion, for the perfect organization of this 
summit meeting of the main industrial 
countries of the Western world—a summit 
meeting which has coincided with one of 

the most difficult periods of the Western 
industrial countries and after many events 
which have affected our countries, which 
has had an impact on all our countries and 
which have made it necessary to search for 
new points of view and coordinated views. 

In this case, also, as in the past, the work 
of the summit meeting developed in a spirit 
of civil and constructive confrontation and a 
frame of tolerance and a mutual under-
standing within a frame of a common un-
derstanding of our pluralistic, complex soci-
ety, which is shaken by serious events. In a 
short period of time, the societies we have 
constructed on the basis of a reliance on 
and a firrn belief in our values have gone 
over to uncertaiXity and doubt. And it is our 
responsibility to interpret and to under-
stand the reasons for these upheavals, 
which are affecting the very foundation of 
our societies, in order to revitalize our soci-
eties and to broaden consensus and trust in 
our political democratic institutions based 
on stability of our economy and the social 
progress. 

The Italian Coverrunent has explained its 
own policy in the field of economics, and 
social policies as well, which is aimed at 
controlling inflation through a range of ini-
tiatives and activities aimed at reducing the 
cost—goyerrunent costs—and conciliating 
the interests of unions and management, 
just as all of the nations paxticipating in 
these matters. NVe are convinced that we 
must defeat this monster of inflation and 
unemployment since they absorb ever-in-
creasing resources and leave very little 
room for productive investments. 

NVe consider it very significant that the 
joint communique refers explicitly to the 
corrunon desire of the seven governments 
that the fluctuations of interest rates cause 
difficulties for other countries in pursuing 
their affairs. The problem of foreign ex-
change and stability of markets is consid-
ered very important for the proper and 
consistent development of our economies. 

We have also dealt with the problems of 
energy and the dialog—the North-South 
dialog. NVe have emphasized our interest in 
developing alternative sources of energy, 
starting with nuclear energy. 
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