
the rate for the repatriation of Japanese prisoners of war at 50,000
per xnonth, while the Council of Foreign Ministers, meeting in
Moscow in the spring of 1947, decided that ail German prisoners of
war held by the Allied Powers should be repatriated by December
31, 1948.

It soon became apparent that the repatriation of both German
and Japanese prisoners of war f rom the Soviet Union was not
proceeding according to schedule. In Germany the quadripartite
machinery, which was to have produced a detailed plan of repatria-
tion, collapsed in March 1948. In January 1949 the Western Powers
announced that ail prisoners of war in their custody had been
returned to Germany by December 31, 1948, and drew attention to
the parallel obligation of the U.S.S.R. under the Moscow agreement
of 1947. They enquired for what purposes these prisoners were
being retained in the Soviet Union and observed that the Soviet
Government had taken no action regarding notification of the deaths
of prisoners of war as laid down by international a.greement. They
further proposed that the Soviet Government suggest an inter-
national body to inspect the working conditions of German volunteer
workers in the United Kingdom and the Near East, on the under-
standing that the saine body should be perniitted to carry out similar
investigations in the U.S.S.R.

The Soviet Government replied that the Allied Control Council,
which had been instructed by the Council of Foreign Ministers to
prepare a detailed plan of repatriation, had failed to produce such a
plan and that the U.S.S.R. was thus under no obligation in this regard.
Having given its refusal in these ternis, the Soviet Government
added, without supplying statistical evidence, that the overwhelming
majority of the prisoners of war which had been held in the Soviet
Union had already béen repatriated and that the Soviet repatriation
plan would be completed in the course of 1949.

The U.S.S.R. n)roved to be eauallv unco-onerative with reizard to


