EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

NATURE WORK IN SCHOOLS. (- tecest in the birds, One of the citizens of the community
has offered a prize for the best essays on birds. The
L. A. DEWOLFE. pupils have handed in some excellent ones. We have
. ? . organized a special class to continue for a few weeks, to
Nature articles are being published so often _ = dy the birds in the éar ing. Try it; you

that one would think such topics were almost pe gurprised to see how many of the pupils will
“gecond nature” to our school children. Never- at 6 a. m. or 6.30 a. m. for a bird trip. Lot
theless, very few teachers are making the proper ' GerTRUDE M. (
use of them. : o
The formal nature lesson is scarcely necessary. A Stocy of 4 Toluwtiete. .
The object is not to make scientists of our Once a little yellow bird built a nest in a 1
ochool children; but to make observers. Teach & window. The people of the house watched tl
a child to enjoy the birds, the flowers and the bird with interest. The little bird had the nest
i‘r;/s}::ts. After that, he will teach himself ::‘?‘“?t;‘fh&eb‘gm‘;fm*:w |
n the teacher has given her pupil the desire ;¢ o pieces. She felt so badly for the little

to know, her task is accomplished. _got some cloth and raveled it out and .

Occasionally, a teacher has more enthusiasm bush. The little bird came back and w
than good judgment; and, as a result, her class gain.
will have a positive dislike for nature work. ¢o right up to the bush while sy
She must learn to watch the effect of each lesson. yould not move. This is a tr
Feed a natural appetite; but don’t force it to . Foroni
the point of satiety. - : ;

Begin with the lower school grades. The Brooklyn School. 1
first four grades are the most satisfactory ones L
for field observation. Young children have e 245
sharp eyes. To say they can ask questions that . I beganasa little seed. I di
neither a scientist nor a philosopher can answer in the autumn. In the spring
is putting it mildly. Encourage the questions. : :
The answer may come sometime — from some
unexpected source. ;

In case some teacher is struggling with this
problem, I am enclosing extracts from one or two
letters to show how other teachers are solving it.
I ‘also enclose two letters written by school
children.. These letters are, doubtless, com-
positions based on previous nature lessons or
observations. If anyone knows a better way to.
‘teach English composition we should be glad to
hear about it.  Those who have not tried every
day observations for composition topics, might
get an idea from the following letters:

" Last week we studied the robin. A few ‘days before 1 and also to the
told the pupils that I was going to have them write an by the news
essay on the srobin on a certain day, and suggested that- visitors in New
they find out all they could about it in the intervening :
time. 1 was surprised when the essays were written to
find out that they knew so much about it. We had these f Tuse 33
read in school and one could get hints from the others. 9 'une n‘:ver :
Then with a little alterations in some cases the descrip- lnllm ol songbiﬁl 2
tions were written in the patureﬁooklets. I find these a ¢ 3 0 radug ol ihe e
great help in nature, English, writing, etc. . . . SN ¥R S e
: SteLLA M. LoGAN. of view, if from no | th“’

' . : elementary part of every !
1 wonder if.any of the Rural Science teachers are having ‘thoughtlessness that prom

“Bird Classes” this spring? My pupils are taking a great to ‘condqne. e




