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THE WILLOW BRANCH.

It was a holiday, and the chiidren were plant-
ing trees ini the -garden.

"My tree is an oak, " said Kenneth, "and
the oak is the king of trees.

" iMine is a pine-tree, " said Bertha. "I1
love to hear the -pine-trees sing!"

"i am go ing to plant a maple, " said Rose,
as she flourished her littie spade; "then iýt wili
have pretty red leaves in the auturnn."

"I wisli I had a littie tree, " said' Baby Dot.
* The children were busy, and did flot notice
Baby Dot tilt she carne up, and waved a long
willow stick, rwith which Kenneth had been
pla)ing horse.

"I found a tree!" she said again and again.
Bertha an~d'Rose smiled at each other while

the baby dug a tiny hole, in which she set the
willow branch; . then she starnped down the
eatth with her littie soft shoes.

diDon't tell her that her ýtree won't grow,"
whispered, the thoughtfui Bertha. "5he will

forget ail about it to-morrow."
True enough,, Baby Dot did forget her tree,

a" d m erv there carne a week of- rain, so
that the éhildren couid flot go into the garden.

I~the willow branch iiked the rain; it pusýxed
a lttle white rmot into the ground,. and a littie
green leaf into the air, and it grew just as
fast as it could.

"Why,. set' here! " cried1 Bertha, one day,
when- she was looking at the trees. "Baby
D«ota. ret is alive and growing!. Who ever
heard of anything so queer!"'

.VerY ont wondered at the baby's tree when
they iaw it put out new leaves and shoot up so
fa#t that it was soon far ahead of the slow
'aple and the alower oak. And when, Baby
Dé~t grew a tall girl, her willow-tree was a
great, dedal taller' than she. The robins sat
m kni and sang, and built their nests in its
bra*ches. E H. T. in Youtk' s Compaýniz

flhe Niagara cofidc dissolved without bringing an eid
tOe Yraw m Mexico, thoushot vithout qciod resuits. In

pprmuanoe p"f .Its plans, Gnerai HRuerta as resined him
à&ce asuPmWià Preeient of Mexico, and lasleft the
contry. There being no vice-Prusient to succeed him, lie
wa uzcçoed d b thtôMda1neit in rank; who, it is report-
cd i*th te dvïoe i FedaruCounci, has made terms with
ýamn the leader of the Coiimitutionalists, and wMi allow

îoiloSuotheCityofMexicoithout opposition. Zapata,
î4 ï0m aféOumone under Carraaza's rule, so that

tbýKfb lejPace in 'tW ie tràIandami otheru provinces; but
~~i ' îà mêsud :th*Wawilat peeney and keep up thtfr,.xd i~ n the Xorth

CURRENT EVENTS.

Alil other current events of the lait two mouthe thet
seemed worth noing as matters of permanent inter*t a"#
now of littie importance beside the great even t - thfs ot-.
break of the Iongdreaded European war. When X4,
George at Plymouth, on the twentieth of lait nmouibte~ r.
viewed the greatest fleet of warships ever amnibhd
people generally looked upon it as an ordinary naval revhwq
on asomewhat larger scale than usual. Three days 1aisr,
the great ships went to ea under sealed ordems. h
soon learned that France and Russia were gatherin t>i
forces aIong their German frontiers for fear of attack; p&W
that Austria was moving an ermy in the direction of S«-
via, and had made demands ,upon the Servian governalt
which might be regarded awiihe signal for a generul vur.
If Russia wouuld support Sirvia, because of radial iym
pathies, Germany' would su»ort Austria for the @mre ri«
son; and aiso because thro". Austria, as a remit of thu
war, she might hope to access to a Medtwrmua,
port. It was repeating the.$tuation of a few ym o
when Austria, in defiance4lRuian protesta, aâu
Bosnia with its Servian p ation. At that tîme, RuuWê
decided not to take up sr* because wur with ,Aaotý-,
would have meant war wipmany. That, however, wu
but postponing the struggle ý-bilch must determia. vimteW
the Slavonic or the Teu aeshall rule in F@i
Europe.

War between Auqtria and. rS"a began on the twaty'
eighth of JuIy. For a few *iys there was hope of1 U
ixing the' conflict; but that hope woon disappeuMa' Tb*
German menace had become uomething more than a m r.,.
Germany was ready to strike; and struck quickiy, wl*q0t
waiting for a declÎration of war. Her arnrie iaâd
France; one of them, planning to attack -Franioi on
weakest sidt, entered Belgium# in violation of the B SUi
neutrality, thug bringing Britaiin into the .trugge ms
protector of Belgium; and German uhipe attackod B4Udi_
ships on the North Sea. Great Britain delarmi vitwu q*
the fourth of Auguat, France on thet mre day, aMi Rv~W,
a fewi days earlier. Montenegro joined wsth Servia to re.,
tilut tht Austrian invasion. Greece viii support Survis
Italy and the other nations of Europe reniai neu«rui4 ,-
leait for the present. No one can tel vhere tte m wl
end. It wiii certainly be the most terrible that tihe woN,
has eyer seen.

The immediate cause or occasion of thet vu vas .a wur-
der, such as furnishes the device an oofrte* f
the State of Virginia. By smre strange- twWstof thP..tà
murder seenis legs abhorrent when it hap a poliici 1OS
The crime was committed in Bomnia; and thé victisi uf#
the Archduke Ferdinand, heir, tô the Au@trian thrOsP.ltie
strongest and most aggresdive of the Austriau nduis , h
were regarded as the enernies of Servia. ManyS.v&iA
were iniplicated in the plot which le&, to tht usq*O-FlMio
thug giving the Austrian government every excc f*v#
manding reparation. But the deniand that ýAUatriaAQf «ý71I
be aiiowed to hold the in vestigations la Srvla w»%iSp0#rýA
enAY oniy made to be rejected., it as nithU ar p-4,
nor refused; but the answer vas deuedu ilat'y.i*
that vas al that vas needed tc, bring on, t4 *Ar.


