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Why the Food Board. Suspends Li ,censes
By ER4NEST B. ROBERTjS,

Canada Food Board, OttaWa.,

War exigencies have brought about a change in the out-
ward form of our Dominion legisiatien. Orders-in-Coun-
cil have for the Urne being taken, in a large Part, the pface
of the more deliberate and perhaps cumbersome Parlia-
mentary -bills. 0f course, ail these Orders-in-Council a -e
covered by a blanket authorization. They are In the fullest
sense of the term as demnocratlc in their origin as the
deliberative legislation which bas been our British pre-
rogative since the time of King John. They are the
equlvalent i Panllamentary procedure of what in coxn-
mittee work is known as "reference with power to act."
In thîs they differ fromn the Prussian standard, that se-
cures the power to act wltbout any real reference, fromn an
elective body.

The comparison la useful as illustrating the process of
enforcezuent adopted for the Orders of the Canada Fo~od
Board. During the past monili publie attention bas3 b,-en
d.lrected frequently to the sudden and apparently pre-
eniptory closlng of several food establishments in the
Dominion. Restaurants bave been cloýsed for not carrylng
out food rules for periods o! seven or fifteen days; flour
milis have recelved as drastic orders; flour and feed busi-
nesses have beeu closed for even longer terms. The an-
nouncement to the publie of this step lias u.sually gone
baud in hand wlth the closlng. Many o! them will ask,
"Why shouid a business man tbus be' prevented from do-
lng business, and how ls it effected."

The Food Board was created by Order-in-Council for
war purposes under the provisions of the War Meas.ures
A&ct in 1914. That was iDassed in delibera.tive assemïý

took the bit in its owni mouth, so to speak, when t found
its inspectors reportlng flagrant cases of violation of
Food Board rules. Thus. the closing of restaurants and
other food-dealing estsblishments followed pretty drastical-
Iy. This was done by the suspension of the licen8e to trade
for a set perlod, because "No License, No Business." The
sole object of licensing is to control the licensee; to get
hlm to conforin to, measures of food supply and direction
which are coualdered necessary for the welfare of the
people of Canada, Great Britain and the Allies during war.
It nsight be thouglit that closing a business for a week
was rather a stiff punishiment. But m'ight there not be
stili stiffer German punlshrnent for the offenders and for
others also if, through inability to enforce these Orders,
there grew Up s0 mucli laxlty in fod reg-ulation as to de-
prive our Allies of their legitimate s'hare of our foodstuffs?
If there is any coxuplaint to be mnade in any province about
the drastic manner in which open violations have been met,
they must be made where they belong-to those wbo have
not utilized the more kid-gloved method whlch the police
courts would have offered.

This speclal section of the Canadian Food Board, formed
to deal wlth enforcement aobivitles, is practicslly a new
Domlinion-wlde food nolice forcee <entralized in 0ttâ.waL It
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