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Many of these woods look alike, even to tjhe trained ey(
of the miliman or the builder, and yet they are widely duffer.
eut in value for certain purposes, and it is the greatest ir-n.
portance to be able to distinguish themi quickly and certainl>'.
Again, a new wood may corne to a man's notice for the firsi
t'me, and it ma>' be niecessar>' for him to decide what it is
and what it is worth.

The Goverument has been helping individuai lumbei
users for some tîme, but the facilities have flot been near sc
complete as the>' are now. It is to mneet such needs and an-
swer such questions that the forest service bas established
the iaboratory. and placed it in charge of a trained deudrolo-
gîst. Architects, lumbermen, manufacturers and makers oi
woodware are already sending in' samples of wood for ïdenti-
fication, and asking if there are flot sortie structural characters
by mneans of wh;ch such woods ma>' be convenient>' separated
f rorn relative species having greater or less value for somne
s -ec.fic purpose.

The laborator>' will investigate in a practical way. The
structure of the woods, sections lengthwise and crosswise,
wilI be studied so as to separate b>' structure alone the various
species of a genus. Analytical keys to the trees of each
group will be worked out. These will be based on the ar-
rangement and character of the pores discernible to the naked
eye or b>' a baud lens.
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COOPERACE STOCK MARKET.

(Report b>' James Iunes, Chatham, Ont.)

May' 26th, 19o8.
There has been very littie change in the cooperage stock

situation during the past mouth. The weatber has not been
ver>' favorable for gettiug out material, except during ýthe
l-ast io days. All the -milîs are runnîng full, at the presQnt,
but a great man>' of thema are shutting down at the end 'of
this month, for lack of material, and will not be able to start
again tili the f ail; iu other words, util they can get irpto the

-woods, and truck timber to the milis.

Prices are, however, firm, with a sligbt upward tendency,
more especiall>' on hoops, which are ver>' short, at the present

The demaud for apple barrel. stock is now commencing,
and coopers are laying in a car or two, to make up barrels
ahead, as indications are excellent for a good apple crop.
Reports from ail over Canada are, that the trees have corne
through the winter in first-ciass conditiorn; theý bloomn is
lseavy, and with the exception of the report in somne districts
that the Baidwius are goiug to be Iight, a bumper crop should
resuit this year.

The sugar refiners are ruuining a littie beavier than usual
~on barrels, and the ilour milîs ire runniug strong, since the

penlng of navigation and using large quantities of barreis.
The sait and lime trade is aiso opening. up, and tbere is

ver>' little indication of trade depression this yecar.
At the present time, wve are certainljy inclined to be

optimistic, as everythlug points to one of tIse xnost prosperous
years~ we have lhad in Canada. Crops ney er looked better ;
'fruit promises an abundant harvest, and the general trade of

WOODWORKER.

CONSERVATION 0F FORESTS.

"The development of our waterways and the conservation
of our forests are the two most pressing physical needs of the
country," said President Roosevelt in a special message to
Congress, Februar>' 26th, transmitting the preliminar>' re-
port of his Inland Waterways Comm,îission. "The>' are inter-
dependient questions," he declares, "and shouid be met vigor-
ously, together, and at once. The questions of organizatou,

<powers and appropriations are now before Congress. There
is urgent need for prompt and decisive action !"

The President believes that no right involviug water-
power shouid be grauted to au>' corporations in perpetuit>',
but only for a length of time sufficient to allow themn to con-
duct their business profitabi>'; that the improvemnt of the
iniand waterways can and should be made to pay for itself
fromn the incidentai proceeds from water-power and other uses,
although navigation should, of course, be free; but thatthe
greatest return wiil corne from the increased. commerce,
growth and prosperit>' of the people. "For this work," he
continues, we have waîted ton long; adequate fuinds should
be provided b>' bond issue if necessar>', and the work delayed
no further. I

In the report of the commission it was recommeuded that
the president be authorized to appoint and organize a national
waterways commission to, bring iuto co-ordination the corps
of engineers of the army, the bureau of soîls, the forest ser-
vice, the bureau of corporations, the reclamation service, and
other branches of the public service in so f ar as their work
relates to inland waterways; and that the permanent commis-
sion continue the investigation of ail questions relatîng to the
development, improvement and utilization of the inland water-
ways, and the conservation of our resources related thereto;
aud to cousider matters of irrigation, swamp land reclama-
tion, coutrol of floods, extension of fore-ts, relations between
waterways and railroads, etc.

Even the bitterest opporteuts of President Roosevelt must
accord him full credit-as wvill future generations--for a policy
of broad and far-seeiug statesmansbip looking toward the
regulation, improvement and extension of traffic, and the con-
serva 'tion of our natural assets. His remarkable grasp of the
subjects at hand and his eýnergy and persistence in bringing
to the attention of the public and Congress, various feasible
projects for the accomplisbmeut of his plans, will mark bis
administration as one in which notable progress has been
made in too-longnegiected lines.

I-owever, in spite of the "lstrenuous" efforts of 'Mr.
Roosevelt and the attempts of other public-spirite.d men to
secure "a square deai"' for the nation, and although the in-
telligent citizens of a w hole country are cailing for the pas-
sage of the Appalachian-White mnountain forest reserve bill-
it seems that Congress, or rather a few petty cougressmen,
aided and abetted b>' the czar of the 'House-are goiug to
allow the measure to bc side-tracked for an9ther year. Tt
must be conciuded their ability to accomplish this lies In the
fact that the majority of meembers of both Houset are either
indifferent just uow, or are niot thorougbly famîliar with the
faicts regardink, our tim~ber supp>', and the cousequent im-
portance of the bill, so have allowed tlieiselves td be siienced
by pretended dpubts as to the constitutionalit>' of it-raised
b>' a f ew demagogues who for persoual, or worse reasons,
have learned enough about the measure to fight it down f or a

)able that ignorance can be attributed
indifference ma>' pla>' sonse part, iu-

me of national politics is now on lu
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