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The Counatry Needs YOU!Fiv TousudWomen Mut HelP Out Ou the FarmanBad the Orchards

This Summer if Normal PXOductton la to b. antj.
NBy ISABEL JONES, E.A.

.if you re uoeking a pleasant vacation
And something to do for the. nation,
There's anly one work
You dont want to shrk-
Sign up 1 1t . the country's salvation.»

EED you asic what that work is? FARMrNG,
of course! It was on the tip of your
tongue, for you have realized the import-
ance of this work as national service, in
fact, have not been allowed to forget it.
It i. absolutely essential, you feel, and
rîghtly, that Canada must not have less

aeage under cultivation than during the
previous year, but more. In answer to
this statement, the harassed farmer repliesthat it will be the utmost fol!y for him ta, plant when

there are flot hande enoug to help him harvest. Here
aiea, as irn other branches of service, womnen muet
respond to the caîl.

By the word, " farming," which 1 have used somewhat
loosely as a general term, I refer to fruit-pickin , markcet
gardening, and miîxed farming. (Lest the last.men-
tioned rnay bc ambiguous, the "mixture" consists
in vegetables, stock, and grain,,perhaps fruit.) Miss
Winîfred Harvey, Director of 'Women's Farm Labor,
ia the Trades and Labor Branch 'of the Ontario De-
partment of Public Works, says that at least five thou-
sand women can be employed on the farnis of Ontar.o
during this coming season. The greatest obstacle whicb
confronts the, woman who volunteers for agrcultural
work is the bulk of prejudice ant the part of trhi farmer,
especially in the case of mixed farming. Last su mmer saw
the succesaful outcame of the experiment of sending
women ta the fruit fatms; here,1 the prejudice of thegroer agint city women was turneclto ntusaM.

B t, in the e of mixed farming, the prejudice dmes fotemphasize the "city,'" but concentrates aIl the venomof its sffleen on the word "women." The farmer's wifewili also add hier objection ta that of ber husbandl.
The farmer's wife-and there is no one harder -worked--
will say, and with reason: " If you are to have womien ta
help you in the fields, why shouldn't I have womnen to
help me inithehouse?" Therefore, those who are anxiaus
to do ixed farmnin will have ta accustomn themnselves
to the idea of spendîng about two hours a day in work
for tl farmer's wife.

Wh.r. Ther.'. a WiL,

TO0 return ta the prejudice againat wamen as fan-
workers. It has ts roots in the fact that most

"omen, aside froim those who live ina the countr,,are
startlingly ignorant of the work ta bc done an fRis.
But "where there's a will, there's a way," and once you
Lave the will, the way will flot be hard to. find, for the
Trades and Labor Branch is organizing training
classes for those intending ta assume the duties of
mixed farming in the spring and summer of 1918. These
classes are ta be held at convenient centres and are ta
start the beginning of FebruarŽr. Their abject i. practical
instruction; the systemi of 'chores" waII have to be
nastered; the applicant must become familiar with the
bitching and unhitching af a horse, with the business af
milking, with the care and feeding af stock. The
<luration of this work will bc froin April ta October,
en that the appeal will corne most strongly ta those who
are free froin other occupations or ta those wha have a
long holiday at their disposaI.

Already the question of mixed farming is a burning
onie among University girls. Applications ta enter these
classes must be ad dsed ta Miss Winifrd Harey
Director af Wamnen's Farm Labor, 15 King Street East,
Toronto-and the sooner they are sent the better. (If
you know how ta hitch a hanse, you are the
very persan for this wonk.) If you feel that
you cannat attempit mixed farming, there is tIce7
necessary work oF fruit-picking from June till
October. The fluctuating nature of this
latter work makes necessary extra Iclp in
rush scasons, so that if you can only spend
tro or three weeks, your services wil bc wel-
corne.

It must flot be forgotten that the proposition
of sending women ta work on fanms is flot so
risky as might be supposed. The ground was
prepared by the pioneers of last year-tîe
fruit.pickers-who won the admiration of their
employers by their willingness ta attempt every
sort aIwork given theni ta do. I should like ta
say something in detail of Tat year's experi-
ruent.

My outstanding impression on arriving at a
fruit-iiicking camp last summer at the end

groups of growers and a fanmer in Norfolk County tai
guarantee work ta a definite number of pickers for a
stated number of monthe. The courageous districts
were Vittoria, Beamsville, Grimsby, Fruitland, Oakville,
and Bronte. The rates of pay werc those which lad
existed in the districts for some years. Look at thc result
of the eummer's elxpenence: Here were girls who-by their
excellent workan undaunted spirit had conquered the
prevailing distrust against city workers anad won the
respect of their employers. The expeiment had proven a
success!

Wlen you consider that fruit-picking camps wcre held
in ail the fruit districts of Ontario and that over twelve
hundred workers were sent out by the Trades and Labor
Branch, something af the magnitude of the scherne can
be imagined. Thînk wîat the scheme means ina opera-
tion! It means, first of ail, the necessity of discoeri ng

a uitable place of accommodation, with water supply and
sanitary conditions; the procuring af provisions; and
last, but decidedly flot least, the finding af a staff of
house-workers.

The majority of the camps, including the largest ones,
were adminietered b y the Young WMomen's Christian
Association, under t he able supeintendence of Miss
Frances Jones. Twelvc camps were managed by this
instiuin one by the Fred Victor Mission, and seven by

the Trades and
L a bonrBranch

A M fou at itsecf. The ac-
-'aar'aPin..r# commodation
oerd athem took vaniaus
bic.. Plenar., forms in variaus
potrtoti.,, and districts; in anc

place it was pas-
sible ta obtain

~- thc use af a large
sommer hotl; in
another, a barn
was renovated;
while in still an-
other, imlitary

Ait he top-Peace.a1
T theriqt-SAifting Lddrs t. Anoth.r Orchard

T. the faf e-TA. Girl ultA the Hoa

tents werc useti. Ina addition to the seven hundned
and eighty-sevcn girls wlo werc living in camps, thirty
werc living andi boaading witl tIc lanmen; twenty werc
living in military tents and boarding at the farme's;
fourteen were cooking fan thernselves andi living ira a small
house an tIc fanm; while tîne Iundred and seventy.
seven wcrc sent out froni thc cities by thc branch cm-
ploymcent bureaux. On thc wîole, tIc metlod af living
in camps was considcned thc most satisfactory.

T 0mchpas cannat b. given to the Commissariat
ovencame ia thc guise ai primitive appliances, they ne-

Mfia.Wlnfrd

Ontario

Scotia, two frorn New Brunswick. and one from e-.ch ofthc Prairie Provinces. The majority were young;
35 per cent. were in their teens; 57 per cent. werc inthein twenties; 5.2 per cent. were in thein thirties;1.6 per cent. in their forties, and 0.5 per cent. over fifty.The largest group of picicers was made up of universitvgirls; the next langest was that af leisured girls; nextcame sclool-girls and achool-teachers; and lastly, thosewho could corne only for short periods aof time, namely,office girls, banik lrs libranians, etc.

The unanimous teetimony of the growers was that thetype of labor represented by these girls was tIc bestt hlad ever had. It is no wonder, however, that thegirls "made good." There was fia sort of wonk whichthey were afraid ta tacicle. The Victoria College girlswho were sent ta hulI American strawberries in Mr. E. D.Smith's cannmng factory at Winona soon bec-ame so>famaous that thec Trades and Labor Branch was floodedby applications froni othen canneries for warkcrs -applications which were received too late in somte casesta be satisfied. Their famne ha. endured, for only theother day Miss Harvey neceived a request frorniMr.
Smith for anc hundred girls froni the middle of May tillthe middle af June for the samne wark. At Grimsby,
the girls became efficient commission-agente, anc of their
duties being ta drive the motan truck ta Hamilton with
fruit for thc markcet. In other districts, it was a camman
occurrence ta see girls hitching and unhitching horses ordriving thecocrn scuffler. Not anly did the girls obtainexperience as fruit-picicers, but tîey served their appren-
ticeship ta the lac and ta the pruniag-hook.

Wceding of a kînd which "no man would ever haveattemptcd" was successfully accomplished. Thinningraspberry canes, pruning currant bushes, and pickingtomatoes, werejb which exacted a trial of endurance.Ia the work aI packing strawberries, rasplienries, currants,cherries, plumes, and peaches, it was ackaowledged thatthe girls were caneful and conscientiaus workers-
tley picked with discrimination and thus ensurcd aminimum of waste. Besides, the duty of packing toma-tocsand peaches which is mPore aI a science than theuninitiated can canceive, wae entnusted ta these wonkere.

May fot this experiment have lar-reaching couse-quences? Thc fact that city women are becoming lamulfiarwith thc process af production and arc eagr ta discuse-the probleni. cntailed, is a goocl aigni. Th moet opti-mistte, alter contemplating the enthusiasm af the wonkers,
pnedict a counter-revolution in the shape of a general.depopulatian af thecîctie. It doses fot require the. eyesof a clairvoyant ta osec the cffcct which this expeiment ieproducing on te fruit-picking trade. Whoevcr hit uponthc ides faI makng the workcrs pay their own board wa&flot lacking an constructive statcsmanship. It was abond of union ir alal camps; it stimulated the workcr t»interest henself in the wholc question of carnings It ieundoubtedly truc that these wamen went forth 'into the'fields and orchards with the. higîest motives af patniotism.But with tIi. ideal, an interest in adequate remuneratio,
is flot incompatible.

Au for W.<..

TNDEED, which is the mare patrnotic, tIc girl who,proclainis that she is wrking solcly as a nationalservice witî na interest iin wages, or the girl wlo eays-"In the cities, the consumer ie paying 2 C. a ýquart forraspberries, the fruit pîcicen receives 3c. forthat quart, whene je the remaining 22 cents?"S There wcre workcns wîo ' thraugh no fault aithein own, werc unable ta make a living wagc.It las been calculatcd that aven hall af thcpiekens carneti between SS-00 and $7.00 a week;51.75 per cent. carned under $6.00 a week.Although the pickers feei that the unusually
por season was ta blame in great part fan tIelow canninge, tlcy fled that the rates af payare toa low in naost cases; they asic thattIernsk af ram andi batiweatîer be share4Jbyfanmer and picker alike. The outcome aI ithesummner's experience was embodicti in a serieaf resolutions drawn up at a meeting of Torontofruit-picicers eaniy ini Novemben, thc substanceof whidi was that a nine-lour day with Satur-day as a hall-holiday be instituted; that thefanmer shail choose anc of threc alternative
schemes with regard ta rates of pay, each ofwhicl assures the worker af an average wageaf $9.00 a week. TIc interests of workerswlo came for rush seasons wene aIea safe-guardeti in these regultiofls. It does nat eeemtoo much ta say that if co-operatian iis main-

i oadtained among the wonkers, the tendeaacyistwrs making the lruit-picking profession stableand self-respecting, and that, althougî the farmershave a rooted abjection to the'standandizing af wages,at least we mnay be sure that unden the new arrangement,there will exiet a minimum af exploitation.
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