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of their studies. Tbcy are but few wbo kuexe bew to

study as dîd that Lord Advocate ef Scotland of whem tbe

wriîer of the article I metitionefi speaks. It ts often, as

bie says, tbat these sebe de best speîîd net se many heurs

at tlîeir bocks as others wbose Il mancb stedy"- becemes

-a wearineas te the flesh - and roba thein of that vitalîty

s0 necessary te the successful student.

But, after ail, as I bave said, those who do knew bew te

study thus are few, and the rest citlier bave te decide that

the work is tee mach fo>r them, or elsd turn to tbeir books,
andi by the aid of that celebratefi -midtîigbt lamp," ef
which we bave ail beard se rauch, and svhtch, eue weul i
think, ougbt te be wern eut by this time, turn the Il plea
sures of learntng " inte a drudgery, cemparefi te which
hewing ef wood and drawing of water is a recreation, and,
when sustained anîd stimulated througlî theit labors by the
prize ahead, their werk is crowiied witb seccess, tlîey hind
themselves, prize in band, with bodies se xveak anîd en-_

feebled that ti thîe new and enlargel u9phere cf labor oxi
which thev theti eîîtet, they îlroop discouragefi and helpleess.

I am net theorizing îteî exaggeratiiig. I aie nct olfi.
My cellege ltfe is net of a quarter cf a centuiy ago. Mtch
less timne thaî that baus gone bY sîîîce 1 lefi the halls cf
Qu eetus, tînt tn eveî iny short experleuice I have seil
more tuen than many who hafi net theught cf the rnatte r
weuld willinglv 'ýredît, whe, after vvori ng bail and well
througb their cellege years, have fouiid It o ecessarY ,
just wheîî they shouilf bave felt hesi equupped fot thîe
race, te sit uuietly icîle atnd resi bv the wsavside, whilu'
many others who bad better boardefi their strength,
and consequcntly seemed tu lagÏ bebinfi, passed by
thein in the centeat for the priz'es cf the oiîiversi
of the werld. Lct iîct the matter dlrop, my deu'ar
JOURNAL. Yen bave donc iaiy a goed werk in the
past, do tbîs aIsD, and von svill get beartfelt tbanks frein
manyx a future strident who wîll sometime bc, lîke iitself,

O N Suiiday, the i8th I)eccînher, we hll Rev. 1. S.

Black, of Erskitie Chur-ch, Montreal, IL college

clasamate iii Glasgow of Pirincipal Grant's. His text wasý

.And <lien ithey ,eîw in, tiîey worshipp 'd ttim i ut ie dotbiet."

The î'arthly survey of our Lardl was drawving te a close,
the tini of lits ascension was at hanfi; and by His own
înstîîîcticîns His disciples had gene out te meet H-im, f0t

receive Ris last words of encouragement and instruction.
It is unnecessmtrv te enter inte the cemplicated question ef
criticismn as te the varions appearances of our Lord be-
tween the tîme of His resurrection and His ascension ,
but te consider the admission that while seme oif tbemn
rejoiced te wership Him ethers deubted. WVho were the
deubters? Many commentaters tell us that altheugh
oîîîy eleven (disciples) are mentiened there must have
been others present. It is only a supposition that anv of
tbe eleven virtually doubted thaf this was the riseti Lord.
It is always easy te, get ont oif a difficult1 ' by making a
suppesitien, The plain reading of the acripture ta that
the eleven went eut te, meet Christ, that the), did meet
Him, that ushile some rejoiced te wersbîp Him others
doubted. Deubted whaf ? We are not teld the exact
sbape the deubt took ; but there is oîîly one inference,
Tbey deubted the stupendeus fact et the resurrectieti,
doubted the evîdence of their senses, no matter wbat shape
thaf doubt teok, whetber in asktng Il Is this the Cfirist ?'
ICau a man whe bas been really dead and buriefi risc

again ?II Two things are worth remembering:

i.The evident an i transparent truthfulness of the
wivrter of this gospel. If theie was any intentional fraud
or deception, any desire to buiil,['up a tbeory, the admis-
sion in the text ivas fatal to it. The Norman soldiers, the
[liarisees, the dwellers in distant lanids, te, whomn was
told the miarvellons stery of Christ, might doubt ;but it
was reniarkable that this should be with the men xvho
had been with H-im thicngh good and evil report, who
had beec [lis compantons for three years in the ministry ,
students of the great teacher, at once principal and pro-
fessor; svho had eaten with Him, slept under the sanie
shelter, anîd hung on the words whicb the Lord had
spoken to tbem.

2. WVe learo nat onlv that there is a transparent simpltcity
and henesty in the evangelist's admission, but that the
greaf central part of the Christian systemi was doubted.
\Ve ltve ini days wben it is the fashion fer skeptics of a
certain kind to try to throw discredit unen the marvellous
revelations of God to mati, and instinctîvely feeling that
the Chiristian faith is an impregnable stronghold, they
confine their attacks te the outworks or (iutpests as re-
presented bx' rvolatimn Miracles arc the point where
bctlî learned and uitleainud criticiato) find vaîttage greund.
Unhappily there are often svitliin the pale of the Chris-
tian Church itself inaiy features cf Cbristianity, especial-
ly the yoîîng meii whc thînk a little, enougli te, get thern-
selves mbt lifficult v but net enoiegh to safely get eut of
it ; svhe are like swirnîners vho liav e strength enoongh te
strike cut frein the slîallov; cdge intu deep xvater but net
citcigh streîîgtb to tutti and swtmn back. The questions
are, l)id Christ dil \Vas lie heriefi \Vas hie raisefi
ficin the dead? If se, ail ether miracles beceme net only
possible but probable. If net sn, then the gospel is a
in ýckery, and those who balieve in it are terribly deluded.
Ent Passanît he wished te speak a few v ords in regard te

Christ's treatmient et the deubters, hoxv he cured thcm of
deebit. The deubters hie ulividefi into tîve classes, those
e b'- doubtecl i, hecsily and those who dîcl se dishenestx'.
I)ishotîest douht was usually boastful anfl parad-e i itself.
It was verv ofteîî accompanied with qîîcsttonahle living
In the s eitl of Europe there <vas a class cf hcggars who
exliibiteà thic sores \vjth whîch their h. lies ivere ceverefi
in order t, elicît tue charity of the bctevolent. Dishonest
doulit cfteî îm itates this kmn 1 cf beggiiig. Lt was repre-
sentc 1 by the Safiducees in ancient times. Voltaire andI
his school representefi it at the present tîme. With the
modernî dobter there is very lîttie that is new, and a (le
fence of Christianîty, one hundred and fifty years elfi
furnishes a reply to him, except a lijtle on the physical
side. Oît the other hand the honest deubter dees nef
enjcy his doubt. As ene had saifi, h le wants te get rid
of bis dotubt." 'This is the crucial test:~ \Vhat is yetr
doubt te vo? Is it a sîveet morsel of which yeu are
fond ? Do yeu fitif spiritual delectatien in it "'It is of
infinite impertance te know whether it be based on moral
disbonesty,' whether it makes us glad or sad.

I-le referred te the effects of the respective teachinga of
Voltaire atnd Goethe. The nations te whjch these
twe men belonged presented a strong centrast. One
<vas leavened with dishenest doubt, the ether with henest
deubt. He preceedefi te say that Christ had ne cure fer
dîsbenest doîîbt. He enly cured henest deubt. In what
way? Net by argument, although we read thaf He rea-
senefi with the disciples, shewing onf ef the acriptures
how He was te <lie and what ivas f0 be its fulfilment.
Net by seeing, altheugh seettîg is te believe. Net by
heariîîg, altbeugh it is strictly frue that faith cemeth by
the hearing of the word. Net by reading, altheugh wc
are teld te "Search the scripture for in them v'e think ye
bave eternal life, and they are they which testîfy ef Me."
Ail these metbeds have their value, but Christ's great
solvent is action. [le commandefi aIl bis disciples, doubt-


