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principios whîicb underlie ail nox ci experirucrits iii legisiation.

Nothing xvould ho casier than for popular leaders, guidod by

netlîicg more stable fliaîî preselit expodieccy, or socriiig

expodiency, te seck, perhaps to xvii, popular applause by

abandoning sound principios and adopting catciîy oxpodicuts

whichi, Uiowover plausible at the moenît, iii so fer- as tliey

diverge by ever se sligbt an angle from tue straigbit hles of

justice and iîîpartiaiity, are certain to ho productive ii flic

ernd oif evils far greater- tirar tiiose wliicii tlîoy sekl to renox c.

Thec is somofing undeiialy attractive ai-d seorîîiugly

irîcontrovertilile about tue oid ideas iii regard to indu idiel-

istic freodoi anîd unrestricted coci1 etitioi, whvli sceiricil but

a litthe ago te Uc too firiiy est ablîsied as the fociuatiori

Stoces of tUe whoic scioeîce of Politicai Econoiny to lic iii

any danîger of ever bciiig siiaicr. Yet it cannot 1)0 denicd

that tue rosuits to wlîici tiiose ideas, froely vou'ked ont

tbrough ail tUe iuiequalities of conîditioîn and circuinstance

wbiei are tue result o? tue evoer-vaî'yiug,, differerîcos iii rUe

euergy, strengtlî and cousciciitiousiîess of individuels, have

led te morstrous inequalitios arid otiier inost deplorable

resuits in muodorni society, such as iiotiring short of stoicai

luardiess can contenîplate witiîout dlismncy. Tue pcuduiuuî is

îîew sxingiîîg ini the orlier direction, with wliet esuits iL i

for the future te disciose. Wiuy, for instance, if tue prînci-

ples xvhici utieî'lie the graduarcd inconie tax arc sïouild anid
riglît, siîould not tlîe tax 0o1 flic properties o? tire iuuti-
millieneires, who abound in ali tue elder countrios, be raiscd
te sncb a rate as weuld -niake tUe inicomie freni tlîis source
alone suffice te cover ali the expensos of governuienti

fine rernark wc may verîture iii ciosing these tentative
observations on a question wiîicii, we are porsuadod, is closciy
rciatcd te one of the most important revolutioris goiîîg o1 ni
modemn econoîuie tiionglr. Olue of tue practical objections
urged with nmncr force against ail forîns of direct taxation is
tiiet tiîcy nccesserily lca(l t<) inquisitorial metliùds, wiicl
are out of keeping 'vitu tue spirit of tue age, if ixot an eut-
rage upen tue doiiaiu o? persocai migits. Tue sanie objectionî
lies ageiiist tUe incoîce tex in ever'y forin. WTly sirould it

Uc regcarded as any more obýjectioniable to roquire c nriilioniaire
te disciose tue amuumt of lus property or o? iris aimal iîcorrie
than te deinand of a ciork or jounaiist tue airiout o? lus
salary i Amui why, if luis nretiîods aid itîtentions are lioutour-
ahie, sheuid tUe one object te hiavirig tue facts kmîowm more
than tUe otirer ? May wc not go even farther and aiim tiiet
thc saine objection lies witiîelnîost equal force agaitist ail
imuport amni expert Juties, or othier fornîs of indirect taxatiomi?
Wbicb of us is net cf temi conscions of a iike solîse cf aîînoy-
ance, and infringemueut o? persenai liberty, wiuouîlic finds Iiiimn-
Soif cornpelied to disciose te the chik iii tlîe Custon lieuse tumo
invoice o? every tr'ithing parcel xviichiu nay coîne to iris address

fuei a forcigii counitry or eveni fi'ciuî England, or else suirrit te
tue indignity cf seeirîg it opeiied anud cx euhaulod by a sti'augcr
iefome lic lîlîrîseif ean haxvc an opporturiity of ascci'taining its

contents 1 Wiiat can lie miore inîquisituorial tiiem tiuis

TLhe G reat Fi res.

11WHATis doue carc't ho bielped,' is tue fainiliau' anti

vomnacular statoîcont of tUe cijvious fe that there

is ne possibiiity of bringiugr back tire past, or uudoing any-

rhing wbiclu bans beon doue in it. Ait cucient pooL pluiloso-

pUer rccorded tue saine solenmil conclusion in iris day by

afflriirg that net even omnipotent Jove himseif could undo

wbat hiad once been doue. TUe tlîî'e gréer conflagrations

which xviii inake tue vimter of A.D. 1895 lom n unocrable iu

tUe aunais ef Toroute are ntow mîatoers of Uistory, xvbicbi it is

impossible te change or pre vont. But tîvo tbimugs ruay yet Uc

(loue. IL is flot toc haLe to miike rigid investigation inte tue
causes cf tlhe guet disasters xviicb biave wrongbt so mucbi lcss

and misery. It is cot toc lete to teke tborough and cuergetie

measuros te prevont, so fer as it îcaybe in thopoîver of prevîsîeu

and vigilance te do se, tUe recurrence of sncb disasters.

[M102 th, 1895.

Oine thing fis us witlî surprise( and dcicands cxplana-

tion at the outset. \Ve venîturc to .say tiîat 1111-eitlîs of

tiiose of tue citizens who do not foflow up so closoly as tiicy,

pcrhaps, oughit to do the iox ments of tue City Coulicil'

fromn day to day, wcere utterly astouniied to leain, by the
starthing octlesnset before their oyes on Sunday niorfl1

ing, that tue city had been cauglit agamn wubhout a siilgle

steain fire ,engine within reach. Tliey had read ini the papers,

înîceïiiatoly afuer the last eoîîtiagraaion, that i wo or tiiree

snch cumes iîad licen lîroug-lit pronîiptly ro tii, city, and

tiîougli they inay have kîîown tiîat îîo arrangemients for the

puichase oif eI tuer of these iîad beeri corîipiete<l, and tiîat tlic

Council was v'ry propei'iy taking steps to procure tue 'ery

bost, tiîoy iiaturaiiy too)k it foi' gi'aited tlîat at whlatcver

cost flic Council wonl<i sec to it that in the mccanwhilc the

city slîould not again bc ieft for a single iîour witlîout soclle

arrangement by which at lcast oie or two cfficienît eîîgre

would be avail-abie lu case of danger'. Was iîot sucil ail

arrangemîent tue very ieast precautieîî wviiclîwise and vigilanlt

'nardians could have licou expected to take 1 What îvere

everi a fow thousand dollars iii comiparisoil witiî tue danger

of sucbi a loss as that îîow inflicted ? We wondor that se

iittle bas been said by the city press about this singrultV,

this dopiorable oversiglit. To us, wo confess, flic negleet tO,

retaîn at aîîy cost, eveu tlîat of puicliase if necessary, o11e or

two of flic engsines which Nvere ii) tue city, until otirers wei'e

lîcre anîd ready for action, sceins littie short of infatuation-

It rcquired but the siîcplost reasoîirîgi to lead to flhc conclu'

sion that Lime salue causes wiîiclî lîad produccd the two confla

g4rations would be likely to producc a third. If tue icysterieus,

origin of tiiose fires was to bc sought in sorne ucikniov
clectrical or otiier condlitionis or conbîcatioîîs,the sainle causes

wouid aimost surely continue to produce flue saille effccts. -If,
as we suppose alimost every r.bnughtfui citizen ïcaliy feai'ed

mn lus iîcart, flîey were of incendiary oligin, it was iiiora111Y
certain tiiet the cuiprit, ire lie liunan fierîd or ir'responsibl&,
luriatie, would seize upon tue, tcmpor'ary absence of tue
mneaiis of protection to repeat lus dastardiy decds.

The allusion to possible iircendiaisîc î'oîîis us that
stops are 11(W beiiig taken to iiold sucli an îrîqucst as oughti
pei'iaps, to Iiave Ucen Iîeld at au cariier date. Tue dlifficui-
tics iii tire way o? inakirîg snch an investigationî successfuî
arc, lrowcver. obvions, and it nîay bc ther it would Inave beeri

unwise tn iriake flic attciiipt eai-lier. We mai' assumre 11
tue detective tiopartriîeit lias not beeri aslcep, fliongli wc do0
îlot know whctiîe' any chies, or tue slîadows of any, hv

yet loico found. It wonld be th(e hîciglit of inîjustice aIl
cruelty to 51(5 a wvord î'eflccting iu tUe sliglîtest dcgrec po

mec wlîo are, presuiînably, honest and vigilant, lu the di'

chiarge o? duty. But iL is in the intcrests of tue emîployer

to sucst luat th flc igir-xvatchceîï slîonld be specially aîiX-
îous to tiîrow ail possible lifflt upoti tUe mattrî. It WOUîd

bc urîfortuixate siîould the irmpression go abroad that th'
prescuce of tue rrîost ar'gu s-eycd watcliinan in a wai'eiiouso et
îîîglît is îlot a prctty grood guarantee against fire, under ordiý

nuary circuîîîstances. Tue progress of tue investigation xviii

Uc watciied witlî keen irîtcrest 1)5 inany.

Pew and Ful1pit lu Toî-oto-l Il.

A î'URPOSED VJ8IT 'FiAI WAS STOPPED 1W rIRE.

HTAL) inteîîdcd, on tUe first Sunday lu Lent, to vii a
Scertain An giicaîî Clîurch and write about' it. I bftd

alrcady donc sometbing toward preparing a sketch of its 8y'
terior, for I lied observed it ciosely on more thaîî onle OcCft
sîoîï rcoutly wben I bcad passcd it iii the pursoit of my avoe

cationîs. In addition to îîotinglc its arclîltectural charactel-

istics I lîad obtaiîîod soîrue information about its îiisýtoryà,,nd
lied respcrfuily listcuïed to its choir practice on mnore tUe"1

one occasion. I had evon, on tire previons Saturdey efteî'

nooîî, as I camîe home f rein the office, gone into the chureh
and sat LUcre quiotly, trying te absorb rUe spirit of flic place
and find out its note. I souietuces tbitik everv building ha


