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quarter of a century ago, one’ hundred
could be scored, Shrove Tuesday was
spoiled by the nasty weather; nothing Iis
now remarkable on these occasions but
the erowds in the streets, and the adver-
tising vans: the “apprentice boys’” have
the monopoly of the Thasks and faces; a
few children of larger growth develop
sparks of fun; the infants have their out-
ing in fancy costumes—lilipdtian marchion-
esses, peasunt girls, and rustic queens; the
boys represent generals asa rule; later
they pay for their holiday by many varie-
ties of infantile maladies. Bigger folks
did not invest in other disguises than false
noses, beards, wigs, and colored spectacles.
A few hits were of course given at Pana-
ma. Heads were dressed to re-call M. de
Lesseps and Rochefort, but the best was
that imitating the ex-King of Dahomey,
Behanzin, The trade of mask making is
one of the most brisk in France; but the
out-put s for the foreign, not the home
market.

M. Gouin, th?.‘professor of coneretism ap-
plied to the acauisition of modern langu-
ages, resides in a small cottage at Neuilly,
outside Paris. His system of teaching liv-
ing tongues, by calling a spade a spade,
and showing how the exact and current
words come into play with each applica-
tion of the implement, is as old as human-
ity, as language itself. It Is based on
speech, and this existed before dictionaries
and grammars. The latter are only re.
sorted to when the student is graduating
for a fauteuil, at the Academy. However,
it is something to know how to speak a
modern tongue—provided the people to
whom the intelligent foreigner addresses
himeelf reciprocally comprehend it. In
Bretagne, where the population echiefly
speaks Celtic, the primary schools have to
teach the pupils “French,” and for several
years it has been the natural, the baby,
and the nursery plan advocated by M.
Gou'n, that the government employs. The
next best method to speak a mofern
tongue, after living in the foreign coun-
try to learn it, i, to follow the rules when
there residing; listen well, and cement the
actions and the names of things to their
every moment application. That was the
way Adam commenced to apply names to
the beasts of the field; his language was
at once an index and a record. He preced-
ed Buffon-—le style est I’homme. ’

Eugene Sue, in his “Mysteries of Parig”
i;s accepted as the best authority on
sweeps. The poorer parishes of Savoy fur-
nish the boys; the latter, when seven or
eight years of age are hired for the season,
at the price of 60 francs, payable to the
parents when the exploiter returns with
hig troupe from Paris. The oddest fact
is, that you never can encounter a sweep
in Paris, and as for witnessing a Jack-in-
the-Box head popping up on the summit
of a chimney and hallooing, “sweep,” that
would be a veritable premiere for citizens,
The police have recently devoted much at-
tention to these juvenile immigrants, and
seem to conclude they are simply {ormed
to sweep the pockets of tender souls, by
begging. Very few small boys are to be
met begging in the streets of Paris, and
if encountered, they will next to invari-
ably be found to have gome from Savoy.
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Prof. Henry Drummond leaves in March
tor Boston to deliver the Lowell lectures.
His subject is “The Evolution of Man.”
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«BREAD CAST UPON THE WATERS."’

The gray dawn of a winter morning
wae slowly breaking over a small village
on the western shore of Nova Scotia some
eighty years ago. All night long the pea
had been beating in wild fury along the
rocky coast; and occasionally during &
lull in the storm, some of the inhabitants
tancied they heard the sound of a gum,
telling of some ship in distress, but the
gounds were 80 faint and mingled with the
roar of the elements that they had hoped.
they might be mistaken. As soon as
it wae light, men gathered on the:
beach looking anxiously seaward;
and by the<aid of glasses _discovered
what looked like the hull of a ves-
sel on the rocks aseveral miles away.
Although the amale had moderated the sea
was very rough, and only with great dif-
ficulty was & boat at last launched. Mean-
while women “had jolned the group, aand.
hearts grew heavy with fear as they saw
husbands and sons preparing to make the:
dangerous attempt to reach the wreck.

1 must go, Mary’, said John Berton,.
looking into hig wife’s blanched face, * evem:
yet there may be a chance of saving some:
of the crew.”

And so they rowed away and left the
women what so often falls to woman’s
lot, to wait and wateh. After two hours
battling with the waves, the boat drew
pnear the wreck, but only to find it had
already broken up and nearly all disappear
ed. No sign of life was visible, and the
now nearly exhausted men with sad hearts,
turned tlie boat homewards. Just then
John Berton discovered something lashed
to a tloating spar, which looked like &
human being; and upon getting alongside,.
found it to be the body of & man, uncon-
scious and to all appearance, dead.
Quickly lifting him into the boat the men:
bent to their oars and at length the
anxious ones on shore, rushing into the
surf, helped to pull the boat npon the
beach But, alas, those they had gone to
rescuie,were all sleeping their long sleep be-
neath the waves save the man they had
rescued who was young,almost a boy, and
as they gathered around h m,many & moth-
er's eyes grew dim as they thought of
their own sailor lads away on the ocean.

" ¢ Bring him to our house, John,” said
Mrs. Berton; and so he was carried there
and laid upon a bed. Although it seemed
useless, restoratives were applied to try
and bring back warmth to the chilled bodys;.
and after a long time the workers were:
rewarded with faint signs of life.

‘“ Well, we have saved some mother’s:
boy,” remarked one of the neighbors, as
they turned towards their own homes;
“if we could only have saved them all.””

Several hours later John Berton sat by
the window watching the sun, now getting
in clouds of purple and gold. The man had
regained consciousuess and told the sad.
story of the wreck. He was second mate
of the bargue * Sea Gull” of Boston, bound.
for Halifax,and the only one of the crew:
of twelve men who -had been saved from
a watery grave.

“ Allen Bent, my bitter enemy,” mused
John Berton, ‘ the man who the last time
I sawy, I told I would never forgive, and
that I hoped I might never see his face:
again as long as I lived, Strange the
waves should have brought his only son
to my door.”
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