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ed almost without Observation or com-
mont in ioss favourod days.

Nevertheiess It seoms impossible to
resist the argUDICltS wvbict, go to prove
tbat State pensions ia any fori wouid be
pauperisrn under a different namne; that
tbey w-ould tend te the deterioration of
national character by lessening the spirit
of indopendence and self-liiop ; by taking
atvay the strongost inilucernents to thrift
ln the years of vigour ; by putting a pro-
talan instead o! .a penalty upon iaziness;
by taxIng the industrious and thrifty for
the benefit of the drones and loafers.
.Nor wouid it be the ieast o! its atten-
dant evils that it wouid greatiy enlarge
the sphere of officialdom, and so add to
the flamber of those non-producers; w-ho
derivo theîr support îllrectiy froin the
taxes of their fellow-citizens.

But to our tiîinking the strongest, the
crucial objection to any systein of old age
pensions Is that it would not cure the evii.
At the best it wvould but ailoviate its con-
sequences. In fact this is ail it wouid pro-
fesm or aim to, do. tfnder Its operation the
numericai proportion of1 the aged poor
*wouid probabiy increase rather than dlm-
inish. Those w'ho had to dt'pend upon the
weekly dIole wouid be none the iess pan-
pers, though the stigma of public assis-
tance might flot burn quite so deepiy as
that of private, or even oil poor-rate char-
ity. This, however, thougli by no means
unimportant, is flot just the point we set
out to make. That point is that any sys-
tem o! pensions Is unscientiflo because It
faits to strIke at the root o! the evil. It
attempts no radical cure. It faits to
search out the primary causes o! the dis-
eased condition, mach less to eradicate
them. Those causes are to be found large-
ly, no doubt, in the conditions of modern
life whîch resuit In an unfaîr, division of
the products o! labour. There is morne-
thing wrong at bottomi in the systern un-
der whtch it is liossible for a few indivId-
uals to appropriate millions ont of! Che
produec cf-the labour (if many wortcers,
'Wll9SL starvation wages rOn(lor saving for
the nieeds o! old age alimost and la rnany
cases utteriy impossible. Any system,
whetlte it be Co-operation, or profit-shar-
Ing, or even State-control of industries,
whieli tends to reniove this Inequatity and
to rnnke it easier for the thrifty workmnan
to, iay by sornething w-eekly for oid age
or n rainy day, tends In the right direc-
tion, that o! prevention ami cure, rather
than of simple couinteraction. The cry o!
"siociaiism" maised agaInst the pension, or
any other @ystem, wiilla in tself have no
weigtît with thoaghitfut mon. It is not
the naine but the ttîîng w-hich is of Im-
portance. Governm-ients are supported and
necessary la these days, not so mach to
keep up armiles and navies to fIglir forelgu
enernies, as tu protect the rights and fos-
ter the true Interests of good citizens of
att classes, espectatly o! those who rnost
need sucli care and sa!e-guarding. This
refers, o! course, oaly to the indu8trious
and thrifty. The feebte and the unfortun-
ate, the idle and vicions classes wouid stIli
be with us, the one dernanding gratultous
ali, the other the apostoiic regime, work
or starve.

In our relations w-ith the people irouind
us, we forgive theia more readity for what
they do, which tlmey can heip, than for
what they are, whicli they cannot belip-
Mrs. Jameson.

THE COMPLEXITY 0F GERMAN CHAR-
ACTER.

It is strange that the Engiisb regard the
Germans as pbilegmatic, wbile the Germans
hold exactîy the saine opinion of the Engiish.
''An Englishmnan, " they say, Ilis ail head and
no beart ; he bas made up bis mind that lie bas
seen everything and ' nil admirari' is bis
motto ; ho is too cold and reasoling to enjoy
life." '-The German (generally "Dutcbman ")
is heavy, slow and stolid," says the English-
inan. Are both right ? or are both wrong ?
What bas secured this cbaracter for tbe Ger-
man which is attritbuted to himi pretty gener-
aliy ail over the world ? Glancing first at the
intellectual world of Germany wO soort 500

how it is regarded as a heavy style. It bas
been said that German scboisrs are Ilthe
bewers of wood and drawers of water for the
intellectual worid." Ia other words they
undertake the most iaborious, and what the
great majority wouid terni the most disagree-
able work in ail branches of science. It is
the German scholar who spends >year after year
of patient industry in bis study, unheard of by
the world, wbiie bout on sorne great airn,
iiaking countiess experiments, till at last the
crowning discovery is made and the wboie
worid rings witb tbe namne of the before un-
known student.

Many people disrespectfuily cail the Ger-
mans "ldiggers. " If Il'digging " means turn-
ing up the field of knowledge, tbey are surely
the best gardeners of tbe sciences in the worid.
And whetber we admire tbe line of work that
the Germans as a body have adopted or not we
muet yietd our bornage to the persevering
thoroughness with which they carry out their
task. They bave laid the basis for the editions
of the ancient classics for the wboie worid. In
pbilosophy tbey have collected and coînpiled
scattered and seerningly bopeless fragments,
and hut up therefromn the teacbing o! the
great rninds of the past. 0f course titis is the
style of work that a German deiigbts in, and
is just as happy when buried in a codex as tbe
oesthetic Englishmnan writing bis poiished Latin
verse. For froin the Il Gyninasîutii" iii its

earliest stages the IIdigging ' style is ever
impresseil upon the youtbf ai minis ; and it is
not a case of cboice, they must like it. So it
is not bard to imagine bow boys taugbt tîmus
wiiI grow up foltowitig the sanie patb of their
own choice. I woald not ataintain this of
boys in generai, for that class of individuals
are not as a raie intetiectuaily inciinei. But
the Germans bave nothing that can ho calied
"boys "lan the Engtish seinie, but rather Illittle
mon." Tbe German boy (for ivo shaît use the
namne) at twelve years oid looks far too wise.
It is a pitiable sigbt to soe it a German gym-
nasiam, scores of boys at that age wearing
strong giasses, their sight alreaiy greatly
weakened by the long hours of study. Unfor-
tunately they bave few, if any out-door games,
and the consequence is their physicai develop.
mont is sadiy neglected. An Englisbmian,
who haed been a public achool master, once
remarked to me " lYou bave only to look at
the German meit to know that they nover
playei Rugby football or haro and bounds
when tbey were boys." 1 once asked ayoung-
stor la Germany what hoe i in bis summer
boiidays, an ho ropiied proudiy, I study -

bis principal exorcise as far as 1 couli leara
was collecting postage stampg. Tîte Emperor
saw only too cleariy in bis young days what
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was the effect of this ovrtieoPlnt el-
lectually, and therefore sounded a ,r .in

note in the convention of teachers Sole01l

ago. If we foilow these boys to the Unle te
we fiuid that it is flot much better. Tde
is the exorcise of fencing, which, settin a
tne question of its being a barbaric CU5t' A
flot, 15 undoubtedly good for nerve, ey .&I

muscle. But this is only donc by the voarl
",corps," which form, except in certain
versities, only a part of the mass of stu dent'$

There is also a gyrnnastic club ailolng th

students, but this does flot embrace
large numbor. Here we find not OTlybl

heaviness of the precocious gylififlB' yte
represented in a more advanced stage b b
student wearing more poçverful glaB5e'
nover seen on the street except with a a
pile of books, who takes his exercise bY st
ing up to read when he is tired sitting, but
the Ilheaviness " of the student who WOrko

lit tic. 0f course such a student 18 d10
certain to be a member of a Ilcorps en

therefore fonces a littie. After that bis Ot

amusement is to eit hour after hour rlfn

beer. Monday nigbt only differs
day night in that the Il Kneipe "(for 80 i
heer-gatlierings are called) inay be h'îd f~
different Il Lokal. " The inevitable Cfec»
such a life is an antagonism. to Vigoe of
healthy sport, hence ihie reputatiofl

"heaviness. " 9
And indecd the Germans look withe

kind of pity on the Englishiman wh 15
t() undergo weeks of carefuli training fora
race. edt

In Breslau a boating club was organizd

long ago by a few entbusiasts. The 5 C t
aristocracy frowned upon this, and decle tb
the sport of "ltradesmen. " Having shOOWde
course of Ilheavinessa" in the intellectab 1
of Germiany, beginning with the Ilhot 1»O
development in the young sage of the gyffi,
sium, continued in the student life, and Ci'101

nating in the laborious research of the prOoor
-not casting any refl-ction on the latter, b1

in contrast to the Ssthetic culture Of ipd

certainly a "bheavy " style-let us caste .f 1 .
on the rest of the German people and seo'fX
find the sanie characteristic. GeneralY 8P in

ing we find the sanie extrerne bfeat0
ou-orexercise. Fortunately, now, ed t

present uîilitary systemr, the men are fi> tb&
go tbrough a regular routine of exrise,

object of which is to develop power of ed

ance. 1 once asked a German who had 5ertg
part of bis time to corne for a ofk
replied " lNo. thank you ; I had en0 ugi

that kind of tbing in the arlly." ot
One can always tell a German, whe' b

ing through a mountain district, by b
extrernely leisurely way lie walks, and b>'
frequent deviations into the picturesqu tee
gardon. But watch bow he delights intb
scenery about him !And this brings 12 to<
other side of the German char'acter, whOb
may caît the ' emotional." Here 1n0 1 .
have a peculiar and seemingly contra.O

dualism, for, verily, the inost phtegtf &otiol'
detiberate German is capable of an' el
that his appearance may betie. APd t" .
ranks and classes it is alike in thia e

The professor who bas been burie det Sl
deciphering manuscripts joins the $tudentS)
their "ICommerce " (a grand reunion of r

drinks his boer, joins in the toasts, 'Jn p
songo, and thon rises and in glowifgt
holds the glory of the classics. lIn ths'~


