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ed almost without observation or com-
ment in lesg favoured days. -

Nevertheless It geems impossible to
resist the arguments which go to prove
that State pensions in any form would be
pauperism under a different name; that
they would tend to the deterioration of
natjonal character by lessening the spirit
of independence and seli-help; by taking
away the strongest inducements to thrift
In the years of vigour ; by putting a pre-
mium instead of+.a penalty upon laziness;
by taxing the industrious and thrifty for
the benefit of the drones and loafers.
Nor would it be the least of its atten-
dant evils that it would greatly enlarge
the sphere of officialdom, and so add to
the ‘number of those non-producers who
derive their support directly from the
taxes of their fellow-citizens.

But to our thinking the strongest, the
crucial objection to any systemn of old-age
pensions is that it would not cure the evil.
At the best it would but alleviate its con-
sequences. In fact this is all it would pro-
fess or aim to do. Under its operation the
numerical proportion of the aged poor
would probably inerease rather than dim-
inish, Those who had to depend upon the
weekly dole would be none the less pau-
pers, though the stigma of public assis-
tance might not burn quite so deeply as
that of private, or even ot poor-rate char-
fty. This, however, though by no means
unimportant, is not just the point we set
out to make, That point is that any sys-
tem of pensions is unscientific because 1t
fails to strike at the root of the evil. It
attempts po radical cure. It falls to
search out the primary causes of the dis-
eased condition, much less to eradicate
them. Those causes are to be found large-
Iy, no doubt, in the conditions of modern
life which result in an unfair division of
the products of labour. There is some-
thing wrong at bottom in the system un-
der which it is possible for a few individ-
uvals to appropriate millions out of Ghe
products of -the labour of many workers,

. Whast starvation wages render saving for

the needs of old age alinost and in many
cases utterly Iimpossible. Any system,
whether it be co-operation, or profit-shar-
ing, or even State-control of industries,
which tends to remove this inequality and
to make it easier for the thrifty workman
to lay by something weekly for old age
or a rainy day, tends in the right diree-
tion, that of prevention and cure, rather
than of simple counteraction. The ery of
“socialism’ raised against the pensinn, or
any other system, will in itself have no
weight with thoughtful men. It is not
the name but the thing which is of Im-
portance. Governments are supported and
necessary in these days, not so mueh to
keep up armies and navies to fight foreign
enemieg, as tu protect the rights and fos-
ter the true interests of good citizens of
all classes, especially of those who most
need such care and safe-guarding. This
refers, of course, only to the induatrious
and thrifty. The feeble and the unfortun-
ate, the idle and vicious elasses would still
be with us, the one demanding gratuitous
aid, the other the apostolic regime, work
or starve,

In our relations with the people around
us, we forgive them more readily for what
they do, which they can help, than for
what they are, which they ecannot help.—
Mrs. Jameson,

THE WEEK.

THE COMPLEXITY OF GERMAN CHAR-
ACTER.

It is strange that the English regard the
Germans as phlegmatic, while the Germans
hold exactly the same opinion of the English.
‘* An Englishman,” they say, ‘‘is all head and
no heart ; he has made up his mind that he has
seen everything and ‘nil admirari’ is his
motto ; he is too cold and reasoning to enjoy
life.” ¢ The German (generally ¢ Dutchman )
is heavy, slow and stolid,” says the English-
man. Are both right? or are both wrong?
What has secured this character for the Ger-
man which is attributed to him pretty gener-
ally all over the world ? Glancing first at the
intellectual world of Germany we soon see
how it is regarded as a heavy style. It has
been said that German scholars are ‘‘the
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the
intellectual world.” 1In other words they
undertake the most laborious, and what the
great majority would term the most disagree-
able work in all branches of science. It is
the German scholar who spends year after year
of patient industry in his study, unheard of by
the world, while bent on some great aim,
making countless experiments, till at last the
crowning discovery is made and the whole
world rings with the name of the before un-
known student.

Many people disrespectfully call the Ger-
mans ‘‘ diggers.” If ‘“‘digging” means turn-
ing up the field of knowledge, they are surely
the best gardeners of the sciences in the world.
And whether we admire the line of work that
the Germans as a body have adopted or not we
must yield our homage to the persevering
thoroughness with which they carry out their
task. They have laid the basis for the editions
of the ancient classics for the whole world. In
philosophy they have collected and compiled
scattered and seemingly hopeless fragments,
and built up therefromn the teaching of the
great minds of the past. Of course this is the
style of work that a German delights in, and
is just as happy when buried in a codex as the
wsthetic Englishman writing his polished Latin
verse. For from the ¢ Gymnasium 7 in its
earliest stages the ‘ digging~’ style is ever
impressed upon the youthful minds ; and it is
not a case of choice, they must like it., So it
is not hard to imagine how boys taught thus
will grow up following the same path of their
own choice. I would not maintain this of
boys in general, for that class of individuals
are not as a rule intellectually inclined. But
the Germans have nothing that can be called
““boys " in the English sense, but rather ‘‘little
men.” The German boy (for we shall use the
name) at twelve years old looks far too wise.
It is a pitiable sight to see in a German gym-
nasium scores of boys at that age wearing
strong glasses, their sight already greatly
weakened by the long hours of study. Unfor-

“tunately they have few, if any out-door games,

and the consequence is their physical develop-
ment is sadly neglected. An Englishman,
who had been a public achool master, once
remarked to me: “ You have only to look at
the German men to know that they never
played Rugby football or hare and hounds
when they were boys.” I once asked a young-
ster in Germany what he did in his summer
holidays, and he replied proudly, ‘I study ” ;
his princi;al exercise as far as I could learn
was collecting postage stamps. The Emperor
saw only too clearly in his young days what
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was the effect of this O\Yer-development;rning

lectually, and therefore sounded & W& . o
note in the convention of teachers 50“_"9 ity
ago. If we follow these boys to the un“": .
we fiud that it is not much better. Tr4® ;si "
is the exercise of fencing, which, setting o 5
the question of its being a barbaric custo od
not, is undoubtedly good for nerve eye
muscle. But this is only done by the e
 corps,” which form, except in ceftamdeuu,
versities, only a part of the mass of st
There is also a gymnastic club amonf 1y
students, but this does not embrace
large number. Here we find not O.nly
‘¢ heaviness of the precocious gymm»sl‘lm the
represented in a more advanced stageé ™
student wearing more powerful glasse®r
never seen on the street except with ® ol
pile of hooks, who takes his exercise bY st
ing up to read when he is tired sitting, bu
the “ heaviness” of the student who WOT g
little. Of course such a student i5 % ond
certain to be a member of a * corP? wiel
therefore fences a little. After that his®
amusement is to sit hour after hour a
beer. Monday night only differs fro® ;
day night in that the ¢ Kneipe” (for Bod 0¥
beer-gatherings are called) may be hel ; of
different * Lokal.” The inevitable eff*’
such a life is an antagonism to vigoro® ™ ¢
healthy sport, hence the reputatio®
‘* heaviness.” ] mﬂ‘l
And indeed the Germans look with ®
kind of pity on the Englishman who i8 wh :
to undergo weeks of careful training for®
race. o
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In Breslau a boating club was organi
long ago by a few enthusiasts. The s80° rﬁdiﬁ
aristocracy frowned upon this, and decls 1he
the sport of ‘‘ tradesmen,” Having sho®? o
course of ‘“ heaviness ”’ in the intellect? o
of Germany, beginning with the * hot ho¥ pe
development in the young sage of the ®&*" :,
sium, continued in the student life, and o¥ r
nating in the laborious research of the pro pitts.
—not casting any refl-ction on the latter’k‘d’
in contrast to the sesthetic culture of O% 1899
certainly a ‘“ heavy " style—let us cast 48 o
on the rest of the German people and 86€ " 4
find the same characteristic. Generally ®! o iD
ing we find the same extreme moderati®
out-door exercise. Fortunately, now, by

& .
present military system, the men are fore® o

go through a regular routine of exerclse,dut,
object of which is to develop power of °nr ool
ance. T once asked a German who had 8¢
part of his time to come for a walk- of
replied : *‘ No, thank you; I had enouf
that kind of thing in the army.”

One can always tell a German, whe
ing through a mountain district, by
extremely leisurely way he walks, and
frequent deviations into the picturesqu® ™ ;g
garden. But watch how he delights ":0
scenery about him ! And this brings 8 *_ 1
other side of the German character, Whi° oo
may call the * emotional.” Here ind®® (ory
have a peculiar and seemingly contl"d,w Dnc[
dualism, for, verily, the most phlegm”’tw jop
deliberate German is capable of an % g
that his appearance may belie. And pe"'
ranks and classes it is alike in this T a8y

The professor who has been buried at st
deciphering manuscripts joins the std e Jubk
their * Commerce” (agrand reunion ot ® " e
drinks his beer, joins in the toasts, 8= ;o-
songs, and then rises and in glowiﬂgtehi 5 WP
holds the glory of the classics. I &
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