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height of luxury. Mr. Bangs saw he was not wanted as a
fellow pedestrian, and mounted bis borse instead of having
him trot bebind a wagygon. The vehicles, or at least one
of them, received instructions to waît at the post-office for
the tbree mernbers of squad No. 1. The walk was
strictly proper, Mr. Errol taking Miss Carmichael, the
dominie Miss IIalbt.rt, and the lawyer Mis8 Du Plessis.
IWbat a goose yeu are, Mr. Wilkinson, " said bis fair

companion. IlWhat a goose you are to leave Ceeule,
wbose footsteps vou fairly worship, and to coire auJ walk
with a girl for whose society you don't care a pe-nny."

"I should care more for Miss l[albert's society if she
did flot say sudi unýjustifiable things."

Cecile, " called the yeung lady, Il 1 want to change
escorts with you ; 1 like pleasant seciety."

The douiinie feit as if a big scîsool girl liad dcclined
to receive a roprimnand froni the principal, and colonred
with vexation, but Miss J)u Piessis calinly turned and
said " lIf Mr. Wilkinson 18 tired of y,)u already, Fanny,
I suppose I1rmust senti MIr. Coristine te coinfort you,"
whereat Mr. Errol and bis companion excbanged a ýsiie.

Il Did the villain shoot Wordsworth at you, Miss11 al-
bert, or was it Hans Breitmiann ini the original, or a
Spanisb cantinella, or some such rubbisà ? [f I wa4 Miss
D)u Plemsis I'd wear a signboard over niy cars, 1 No peeti-
cal rubbisb sliot bore ;' perhaps that migit ix hi."

Il Cecile is sentimental: she dotes on poctry."
"Pardon mie for sayingI, don't bolieve it. 1 offered

to recite rny original pocm on the Gxrinstun m1ai- teliser,
and she didn't seeum to waiit te lîcar it."

"IIow ungrateful and unsympatheti ! Ynu will faveur
nie with it, will you nut ? "

IWith the greatest pleasuro in tlhe world. You knew
it's awful halderdasb, but here gees."

The original poetn was recited witb appropriate gos-
turcs, intended te imiitate the walk cf the hiero ef the
piece and isH various features. 'fie peuple in front
turned their heads te look at the peýrformance and take in
the words. Not to laugh was aliest an imipossibility,
but the domiinie succeeded lu doing the impossible, and
frowned heavily. Rie felt tlîat bis uuworthy friend was
bringing disgrace upon the causes cf pootry and pedestri-
anismn. When ber laugliter subsided, Miss HIalbert said:

There is one tbing 1 want to ask yeu serieuis]y, MVr.
Coristine. "' Naine it, " he answered, Il evon te the lialf
cf nmy fortune. " Il It is te look after papa, and seo that
lie does neot expose biniseîf tocnuch to danger. f askvd
Mr. Perrowne tee, but he is with the borsemen, yeu know."
This last was said witb a peculiarly arch sinile, wbich con-
vinced the lawycr that Perrowne was ini deeper tban was
generally suspected. ''lie first tlieugbt that followed in
Coristines iîid was what awful chîeck lie ad been
guilty of in foilowing Perrowne's precedent in drop
the hanidkercbief. Ile managed, bowever, te assure
the lady that be would do bis best te watcli
over the safety of ber fatlier and Squire CJarruthers,
the latter words beiîîg spuken loud enuugb for Miss Car-
michael te bear. Wlîen tbe post-offlce was reaclîcd Mr.
Bangs dismnounted, was ready te receive the ladies; and
the tbree escerts, sbaking bands warnily with ecd of
tlîeir fair conipanions, entered the remnaining waggon and
drove away, the buts of tbeir irearmts rattling on the
floor, and the snspended bludgeons playfully flogging their
shoulders.

[t was gbastly work prepping up the dead murderer's
hhoulders in the shell, and placing a rest for bis lead.
The jaw bad been tied up, but the eyes would net close ;
yet, staring tlîough the face was, it was net a repulsive
one. The ordinary observer couid net read wbat Bangs
saw there, greed and hypocrisy, envy, treachery, murder.
Wbile Miss Du Plessis went on calmly sketching, tbe
other girls turned their heads away. No one cared to
break the stilîness by a word. The detective went eut
and secured the services of Styles te accompany the ladies
borne, and remain at Bridesdale till the armed band
returned. Then he went over te the sheil in wbich the
body of bis brother detective lay, and, nobody leoking at
hlm, allowed bimself the luxury of a few tears, a sileut
tribute te the man ho honoured. When the sketch was
conipleted, he warmly tbanked the artist, and told ber that
he neyer weuid bave dreamt of proposing sucb a task, but
for bis desire te de justice te bis dead friend, whom an
informer named Flower bad greatly injured in the depart-
ment. The department bad faith in bis clcverness ail
along, but suspicions bad been cast tipof bis houesty,
wbich embittered bis days, aleug with troubles that were
then only knQown te bimself.

Bangs was net a detective, but a man of warm, bretherly
beart, as ho told the tale of the outwardly always cheerful,
but inwardly sere-bearted, Nash, eut off in the midst of bis
years and usefuilness. Then old Styles appeared, and, with
a saiute, the detective mounted and rode away te join the
forces ln front, while the ladies journeyed bomeward. Mr.
Bangs soliloqitized as he rode rapidly on. Il Beys read
detective stories, and tbink our life an enviable one. Thcy
dowte on the schemes, the plots and counterpiots, the
risks, the triumpbs, and look beyoud te faine and rewerd,
but tbey know notbing of the miserable envies and jeal-
ousies, the sespiciens, the checks and couniterchecks, and
the demnable pelicy of the depertment, encouraging tbese
irresponsible informers, dem 'em, te break up ail legitirnate
business and merder boneat men. 0 Nesb, my pore dead
friend, y're avenged in a wey, bet who's going te avenge
yore pore sister, and even this dcvii of a Flower or ilerd-
ing, whose deatb lies at the door of that greater dcvii of a
Rawdon 1

Tbe expedition was waiting fer bim at Richards', the
colonel in command. The scew had departed in charge of
the captain, wbo badl orders te do notbing te the barrier
tili lie heard a signal shot ; then he was te respoud with
the unmistakabie bluuderbuss, and batter down the
obstruction. Squire Walker, Mr. Perrowne, and Maguffin
had patrolled, wiulîout meeting even a passing teami or
wLýyfarcr ; tbnt tbe colonel judged it best te get ofr the road
witbout deiay. Accordingly the waggons were loft in
Richards' sbed, and the infautry doubled forward after tihe
colonel and Bangs. Wben the rocky ascent was reached,
over wbicis the fugitives cf tbe night before had clambered,
a hlat as called, and tbe colonel gave Dr. I{albert
instructions. Just wbere the rock rose eut of the swamp,
Sergeant 'Jerry's squad entered, and easily wheeled round
large trunk4 cf trees resting on stone pivots, revealing a
good waggyon-track, the masked road. This tbe cavalry
occupied, iooking te tIse priinig cf their pistols, and bring-
ing their clubs into bandy positions. The Squire's squail
sCaled the bieiglit near the road, and MVr. Terry's teck
grourid fartber te tlîe rigbt. The decter led the way in
front cf and between the two sections. Th'e cavalry îîîoved
slewly, keeping pace with the climbers. Soon the crest
was reacbed, anti the main body begant te descend gradu-
aily, wben the domninie slipped and bis piece wcnt otf, the
trigger liaving caugbt ln bis red window cord, startling
tie eclîces. Then camne the ditfusivc bom and crackle cf
the blunderbu4s, and the' doctor, inwardly anatbematizing
Wilkinîson, burried bis mcoi on. They beard axes at work,
as if trees were hein- felled ; it was the Captain and the
Richards at the barrier. No enemy appeared on the rocks,
lut pistol shots warned thein that there was collision on
the road, and the doctor called tbe second squad te wbeei
towards it. '['le donsinie, en the Ieft of the first, saw wbat
was going on below. Revolvers were emptîed and clubs
brouglit into requisition. Hie could net load lis old
niuzzle-loading piece te save bis life, but lie knew single
stick. Two moni were tackling the brave old colonel, wblile
a tlîird lay woiinded at bis horse's feet. Tbe donàinie sped
down te the road like a chamois, and tlîrew lîiiseif upon
the man on the coionei's riglît, the dissipated farnier. Hie
beard a shot, feit a sharp pain in bis Ieft ariî, but with bis
riglit lut the belder of tlîe pistol a skull cracker over the
lîead, tlien fainted and feli te the ground. Ilis lucke8ss
inuzzle-loader was uiever found. The colonel lîad floored
bis arîtagoilist on the left, ani turned te behuld the dont-
inie's pale face. Ljeaving tbe comimand te the dector, be
dismnounted and put a littie old Bourbon eut cf a pocket
Ilatsk into lus lips, and then proceeded te bandage tbe
vound. Wilkinison lîad saved bis life; lie was a beo, a

grand, cultivated, symipathetie, chivaîrous man, wboîuu the
colonel leved as lis own son. XVbeD be came te, were net
the very first words he uttered enquiries for Colonel Mer-
ton's own safety ?i Maguflin, laving fclled his man, lîeid
lis iîuaster's herse.

Squire Walker, Mr Perrowne, and Bangs gallopod on,
tbe latter cager te seize Rawdon. They and the iufantry
squuîds caille almlost siînultaueously upon the select eucamip-
moent, whiich was simiply a large stene-mason's yard, ful cf
grindstones in every statc cf preparatien, and bordered by
lîalf-a-dozen frame buildings, eue of which, more proton-
ticu4 tluan the others, was eviulently the dwelliug-place cf
the bead of the concern. Two simple-looking men ini
mason's aprons stood lu the dnorway of anotlier, baving
retired tlîitlîer wben they beard the souîîd cf firiug. This
was evidently the boarding-house cf the workmn, aud an
objeet cf iuterest te Ben Toner, who, with bis frionds Sul-
livan and Timotheus, pusbed past the twe stonecutters,
inimediately thereaftcr arrested by Sergeant Terry, and
iuvaded the structure. Soon Ben reappeared upon the
scene, accompanied by a yeung woman whose proportions
were litle, if at aIl, short cf bise wn, and calling alend te
ail the cempany, as if lhe had accomplisbed the main object
cf tihe expedition, Il It's ail raight, boys, V've get Serlizer !"
Behiind tlhc bappy pair calme an old woman, gray, wrinkled,
and witb features that bore unmistakable traces of scrrow
aud suffering. "l11ev they ben good te yen, Serlizer '1"
asked Mr. Toner, after ho hadlu the mest public and
unblnshing nanner saluted bis long lest swecthearf. The
large woman raised ber bared arms from the elbow signi-
ficantiy, and replied, witb a trace cf ber father's gruflness,
I didn't arst 'u ; 'sides 1 allers bad old Marin Floweî's

te keep 'em off." The expedition was demoralized. The
colonel and bis servant were with the dominie on the road.
Ben, witb Timotheus and Sullivan, was rejoicing lu
Serlizer ; white Mr. Hislep and Rufus were guarding the
captured stone-cutters. Sylvanus, net te be outdone by
bis cempanions cf the second squad, attacbcd bimself,
partly as a protecter, partly as a prisener's guard, to Mrs.
Flower, the keeper cf the boarding-bouse. Sergeant Terry,
withcut a command, followed what rcuiained" of tIse first
squad in its searcb fer Ilawdon. The first person ho came
upon, lu bis way dowu te the water, was Monsieur Lajeu.
nesse, wlîo could run no fartber, and, perspiriug at every
pore, sat upen a log, mopping bis face witb a handkercluief.

"1A such ceorse 'ave 1 net mcd, Meestare Terray, sinsa
zat 1 vas s tee ptee garseng." Mr. Terry' understood,
ewing te large experiesîce cf forcigners, and could net per-
mit the epportunity cf making a philological remark te
pass, "lD'ye know, Mishter Lashuess, that Frinch an' the
rate ould Oirisb is as loike as two paysI Now, there's
garsan is as Oirisb a worrud for a yeung bbey as ye'll find
iu Connaught. But. iuty i8 juty, moy dare serr, se, as tbey
say in the arrmy, 1 Fag a bealach,' lave the way."- The
sergeant's next discovcry was the doctor, berne in the
armiscf the lawyer and the dismouuted parsen. He bad

sprained bis ancle iu the rapid descent te wbich bis zeal
bad impelled hlm, and liad thus been compelied te leave the
Squire in command. Mr. Il llbad been loft behiud on the
left cf the encanspment witlu tue herses cf the three dis-
mounted cavaliers, Squire Walker, Mr. Perrowne, aud the
detective, se that Sergeant Carrutlhes, niov acting colonel,
bad witb lim a iiurre corporal'q guard, cuusisting cf
Messrs. Errol andti Bglelorpe.

The junictien of thse land forces with thoso oporating
on the water was efféotu d in good order, the latter- being
intact under coîuinand cf the captain, but the formuer
exiîibiting, by titeir terribly reduced nuinbilers, the dreadful
fatality cf war. Sqluire Walker anti Mr. B3angs alone
ropresented tise cavalry; Carriithers and bis corporal's
gusard, the fi rst squad, anid tlie veteran ail usîcue, the second
squal cf the infaîîtry. lEven tlîis reninîauit bad its uesrtur,
for, during the conversation betwevn the Squire anti the
Captaiii, private IBiggletliorpe stolo away, and when next
seen was standing far eut upon a deat i sîulock tlîat had
falien inte the lake, fisling with great coutoutuient, auJ a
measureocf success, for basq. 'Thle nuinbers of the force
were soon augnuented by thie appearance cf thse doctor and
bis bearers. The dimabled pliyHician was acconsmodatcd
with a seut on the bottoîîî cf the scow, two cf the
Richards boys being dispiacetl1 in lus faveur. The Cap-
tain rejuorted a prize iii the shape cf a h.'sidsoisc varished,
skiff, whiclu ho founid drawn np on seine skids or rollers
at the foot cf a great msass cf rock, tisat soeed as if cut
ail about in regular forn, ln readiness for quarrying. The
fanding cf the boat juet opposite it, the woru appeuirance
cf the gronnd, the absence cf mess or any other growtb on
the severed edgeui of the square ,îîass cf liîies,,tone, led the,
detective te ask if there was any report cf a subtorraneus
passage in conuectien with tlîis inysterious region. The
doctor, whoin bis formuer guide had taken by water, aud
insisted on blindfclding uit a certain peint, was sure that
ho had walketl somue distance on rock, and, altiiouglu the
lanup-lit recîuu, in whichlu e had accu lis patients, was lined
witb wood, anti had blinda con apparenst indows, lie
douibtcd muccl that it was builtit ut open air. Thon,
Ceristine reîîuemibered hcw tlue dissipated fariner bad
coupled R1awdou's geology witlî trap rock, as wcl us with
glalena, quartz andi beryl. Kîives were produced and
tlîrust inte the seains at tii" top anti oitthe two aides, as
fuir as thse blades would go, luut alcîîg tise botton there
was ne horizonutal inctision i aîsweritsg te tlîat above it
was porpendicular towards tlioe artîs, aud cf uio great
deptlu.

Itwas decided, in the useanwliile, te leavo the O aptini
with Richards senior, bis youngest sous, and Mr. iliggle-
tluorpe, wlso doclined te leave lus sport, as us guîsrd on the
skiff and the adjcining uuystericus stone. 'Thle rest cf tho
party returned te the eucanspment, te commsit with tIse
colonel and learu thie reason cf bis absence. Pierre La jeu-
nesse was found whero Mr. Tommy lîad lef t bite, and gladly
accepted an arian u tise hill. Arrived at the stone-yard,
tise Squire and Coristine learnt with conceru cf tlie demi-
nie 's wennd, but were rqjoiced te fiuud it was notbiug more
serions, and that bis was thse only casualty, besidles the
doctor's. Squire Walker and NMr. Bangs accoîîîpauied the
colonel, whom Ceristine reliutved ini attenulance upo thse
donuinie, and Magufflus, te look for thse felled accomuplices
of Rlawdon, but, cf the four wbo certuiuiy wero knccked
insensible by the clubs, net cuti was te be fcuîsd, uer was
there any sigu tluat tIhe pistols cf tise cavalry had takeis
efrect on the other three. The wholo seven had escaped.
Meanwhiic Rawdoîs's bouse and ail t}ho otlier buildings
had 'ceeu searched by Carrutliers, witluout ua single incruisus-
nating tbing, save a liaif cîupty keg cf peculiar white
spimits, boing brongbt te liglît. Th'e stables contained
mnay herses ; and strong wagcusq, uclu as Chose seous by
the pedestrians at the Beaver River, were in the sheds.
The stone-cutters and the womnen professed te know notis-
ing, and, save in the case cf the woman called Flower,
Bangs was cf opinion that tlsey speke tic trutlî. Ail the
muen could tell was that Rawdon paid thom good wages, se
that they were able te livo witluout work ail witer; that
six otîser nien worked for Iitu elsewluere aud camne te the
boarding-house for thoir moisis, but did net sleep there ;
that oeeof tbem bad got hurt lu the back, and was away
in the bespital, and that two teainsters Iuad lef t shortly
before the intruders arrived, along with the reînaining
five. They bad aise seen Rawdon ride lu tluat morning,
but did net know where he lsad gene. Did thoy kuow of
any underground vaults or trap doors, or aîuy buildings
apart frem those lu the encanisuîent Ne, they had scen
noue; but, tbree years age, before they retuned te work
in the spring, tliere muust have been quarrymn about, for
eonuus quantities cf stone were lying ready for them,
wbicb tbey liadruct taken eut. Mms. Fiower declined te
answer any questions, but did nsot scruple te ask if the
Squire aud others bad seen anything cf a man called
Harding. Wben sîse learued the msan's fate, as she sat lu
a lew chair, she rocked it te and fro and groaned, but shed
ne tear uer uttered an articulate syllable.

Bangs would net give up the searcb, uer would he
leave the place. Theme was food eneîugh lu the boarding-
bouse, and be would remain, even if he had te stay alene.
Squire Walker had te be home for au engagemsent eariy lu
the moming ; tIse two clergymsen liad te prepare for Wed-
nesday evening's duty, and bad pastoral work before them ;
the colonel could net leave the nu au wbo had saved bis
lite. The Jacter and the doninio were incaîsacitated ;
Ben Touer was worse tluau useless over Serlizer ; Pierre
drcaded bis belovcd Angélique's ire if he remaincd away
ever night ; and Sullivan's folks nigbt be kinder auxious
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