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ONE OF NATHAN [EL HA WTHORNE'S ni
HEROIN ES.

NTOWI-ERE, perliaps, in the whole range of literature E

e au there be fouud a cliaracter wlio so well represeutsk

personified purity as does the IlHilda of the Marlile Faun." i

Dwelling, white-robed, on a tower, she breathes a serene P

and unpolluted atmosphere, uukuown te the inliabitants of "

the city in which she lias nominally lier abode. fier com-a
panions are the dove:s. A daugliter of Puritans, she yetb
lovingly tends the liglit before the alirine of the Virgin0
MotLier, attracted througb all the barriers of religious pre-d

judice te that symbol of stainless womanlioodi. Ilier
womnhlood ig of tbe ethereal type, incompatible witli any
shadow of darkness or evil." Incapable herseif of the
sightest .leviation from lier standard-a severely exalted
standard-of riglit, the mere realization of the fact that
crime exists in the world, suddenly brouglit home telier by
wituessing that of lier friend, tortures lier. She endures lu
lier own person the remorse of the guîlty combined witlif
the liorror of the innocent, for she feels that by the tie of
hurnanity whicli links bier wîtli the crirninal, the crime is
bers ; yet so alien is the spotiess purity of lier nature from t

any sympathy with wrong-deing that slie is f nrnislied with'
ne means of fraîning au excuse for it. Human motivest

and hurnan actions are net te lier mind that mixture of
P.ood and evil which we ethers, fallible mortals, by mauy
a sad experience subjective and objective, have learued t
them tebe. IlThere l," she says, Ilonly one riglit and oee

wrong, and I do net understand, and rnay God keep me0

from ever uinderstanding liow two thîngs se totally unlike
eau be miitaken eue for the other, nor how two mnortal
fees as riglit and wrong surely are can work together iu the
saine deed." Therefore wlicu, laviug witnessed a crime,
she mnust bear the knowledge of it about witli ler, sbe bears
it as a burden whlcli ne slîghtest affinity witli ler own
nature can familiarize or render less intolerable. She is
"linnocence dying of a blood-stain. . . A man lias
been slain ini lier preseuce, and the bloed spurting accident-
alIy upon ber white robe, lias made a stain whicli eats into1
lier life."

The wornan wliose character is believed te have fur-
nislied Hawthiorne wîtli the idea of bis Hilda had herself
a history whicli in its weird, patlietic, beautiful unlikeness
te ordinary experience miglit itself have engaged the pen
of that master romancer. She was the Ada Sheplierd
whose name occurs several tumes lu the "lNote-books " of
that Enropean sojouru during which lie conceived and
wrote 'lThe Marble Fau,"-for she was a member of bis
famiily during those years in the capacity et gevernesH te
bis children.

She 'vas hema about 1839., at Dorchiester, a suburb et
Boston-eue of a numereus family, for there were ten sis-
ters and several brothers. IlTheir father," says one wlio
was their early friend and schoolmate, Ilwas one ef Nature's
noblemen, but tliey owed te their mother tlieir higli intel-
lectual natures." Ail of tlie chidren were early distin-
guished for higli mental gifts, and for the energy with
whicli tley souglit te employ tliem. Tbey were said aiways
te carry books about with them s0 that ne leisure moment
miglit be nnimproved-an indication that their time for
nnintermnpted reading was inaited. As childreu tliey at-
tracted the notice of Hlorace Mann and bis wife who seught
in mauy ways te befriend theni aud wliosE pupil Ada after-
wards was. She passed f rom the public achool etflier native
town te tlie State Normal at West Newvton, and had just
heen graduated from the latter institution when Antioch
Celiege was opened at Yellew Springs, Ohio. It was
established by the Cliristian Churcli the plan being co-edu-
cation of the sexes on a perfect eqnaiity, and Horace Man
was first President. Mirss Sheplierd at once decided upon
a full collegiate course and was graduated at its first com-
mencement lu 1857, in the samne ciass with Henry Clay
Badger, wbom she afterwards married. Soon atterwards
she accompanied Mr. Hawthorne aud family abroad aud
during two years, spent fer the meat part in Itaiy aud
France, she made lierself tlioroughly proicient in the lan-
guages of these countries as well as in German. Unfor-
tuuately during a summer spent in Rome IlItaly's malar-
il fever laid its terrible baud upon lier " and te the blight-
iug effecta of its toucli ler friends trace the terrible calamity
that afterwards befel lier. She married seen after lier re-
turu te America in 1859, sud for a time both she aud lier
busband were teacliers in Antioch College. Afterwards
Mr. Badger entered the rnistry of tlie Unitarian Churcli
aud lield the pa'storate of a cougregatien at Carnbridgepert,.
tilt ill-liealth cernpelled hlm te re8ign it. Mrs. Badger, who
had long felt a deep intereat lu the educatien et girls, de-
cided seon atter upon epeuing a private scheai for girls la.
Boston, beiug joined lu the undertakiug iy lier friend Miss
Tilden, a teacher et large experieuce. Their venture was
emiuently successful, and Mrs. Badger's scholarship and
educational ability were receguized by lier election te a seat
on the Boston School Board.

A littie word-pictnre et lier liome at this period was
lovingly painted for me twe years ago by Mrs. Amelia W.
Dnrtee, of Villa Park, Califorula, a cousin et Mr. Badger,
and te whom I ar n idebted for the materials from whicli
I have attempted te frame this little history. When a
young girl Mrs. Durfee was for a short time a gnest at lier
cousin's home, and she describes the sirnplicity aud beauty
of the surroundings whicli seemed to ber te reflect dewn te
their minutest details the purity, the sweetness and the
Perfectuesa of adjustmeut whicb distinguisbed the character
Of ber wbo preaided over theni. Indeed, te lier mind, the
very f oed set before lier, simple, temptingly prepared and

nutritions, had a tongue to speak ot ber who had pro-
vided it.

The impression of being a living standard of riglit Mirs.
Badger seemas to have been able to make upon ail who
knew~ her,-a characteristic wvhich is markedly displayedf
in Hilda ; Il she dwelt," like hier Ilabove our vanities and
passions, our moral dust and mnud." Those of hier friends
who have put upon record their impressions of lier char-t
acter speak no lebs warmly of hier tender and wide-etu- r
bracîng sympathies, lier teudeucy te implicit trust in
others, hier extraordinary sweetness of manner. If she

displayed also that severity in bier dealings witli sinners,
which Hlawthiorne caîls the necessary outcome of Hilda's
immaculate purity, I have niowhere found it recorded. But
we may be sure no real woman of liïlda's cliaracter ever
lacked some memory of personal sin to soften lier towards
wrong doiug in others. It is only the Pliarisees of human-
ity who are righteous in their nwn eyes.

At every anniversary of lier first attack of malaria1

fever mucli of its misery returned, and by degrees the
cheerful brightness of lier spirits came to have periods o.,
eclipse. Year by year, too, sliowed less of elasticity lu
the rebouind from depression. A fearful dread was grow-
ing upon lier, thougli she concealed it f rom those nearest
to lier, and spoke of it only to one or two frieuds-the
dread that lier reason was being undermined. Insanity
Was flot a stranger to Lheir blood, for one of bier sisters,
the second wife of Professor Thomas Hill, of Harvard,
afterwards died a lunatic. Perliaps she knew of this taint
and tlat it increased lier dread. I-owever that may be,
wlien in the Christmas liolidays of 18S73 a malarial sick-
ness again ove-reame lier, lier fear seemis to hiave become a
conviction ; and with the conviction came the resolution
to spare lier family thle sad trial of seeing lier thus
clianged-tlie heavy burden of caring for a lunatic. 0f
suicide she hall ofteu spoken with unqualified condetina-
tion as a step whicb nothing coulti excuse, and yet,

strangely enougli, in the confusion of mind which, 've can-
not doulit, was even then upon lier, it was this step whicb
presented itself before lier as the only means by which she

could save lier beloved ones the sufl'ering she foresaw
for tliem-a delusion which in its nature is neyer foreigu
to tlie minds of those capable of the utmost self -sacrifice,
wlio often, in imagining tliey are takiug upon tliemselves
all the suffering, are really, as if ingeniously, contriving
to inflict the greatest possible anguisli upon those who love

them. That this feeling was the sole one that determined
lier la the view taken by aIl lier friends, and lier own
words show it liad great force. But ln attentively study-
ing lier history another lias been presented to me as not

improbably mingling in lier motives. May not a tempta-
tion to the deed, whicli in the abstract she regarded witli a

peculiar liorror and upon whicb li e lad often dwelt, have
been eue of the effects of the perversion of lier mental
f aculties 1 May she not have been impelled by somnething
like Iltliat perilous fascination whicli launts the brow of pro-
cipices, teuipting the unwary one to fliug himself over for
the very borror of the thing i

She made lier plans methodically. She wrote a letter
to a dear friend of lier liusband lu a neiglibouring town

asking hlm to corne at once wlien lie sliould receive it as
Hlenry needed hlm ; to her eldest brother, commending
hu8band and sons te bis care and sympatliy; to her bus-

baud huiself, assuriug him of lier Ileternal love and grati.
tude." These she lef t bebind lier. Ou lier way to the
railway station she stopped to pay a few trifling debts net

known to any other member of the family, and at the sta-

tion she wrote a fare a'ell note to the eIder of lier boys,
enclosing lier wedding ring, and commendiug father and

brother to bis lasting love. She went to New York and

took passage upon an ocean steamer just leaving. She was
noticed by mauy of the passengers who remembered after-
wards her silence and apparent pre-occupation. Af ter the

steamer had passed Point Juditli nne saw lier more ; and

after a careful investigation it seemed certainly established
that, unobserved' in the darkness, she liad leaped over-
board determined that net even a lifeless body should re-
main a burden upon those alie loved and wislied to spare.

IlAnd thus," says eue wlio knew lier well, writing
Boon afterhler deatli, "after reasonhlad lef thler, walking still
in the clear, white liglit of lier own pure spirit, she passed
eut of siglit."

The followiug description of lier appearauce from the
saine pen may lie compared with that of Hu]da :-

IlThrougli the almost transparent veil of lier delicate
organization lier spirit shone like a lamp througli au ala-

baster vase, the frequently cbauging expression of lier

face sliowing every mood of feeling and every shade of
thouglit."

Mrs. Durfee lias a portrait of lier taken after lier mr
riage, wben, perliaps, already the melancholy of lier tra-

gie death liad cast from afar its sliadow upon lier, for lier
eyes show that ber soul is ne stranger te sad thoughts.
She stili wears Hilda's brown ringlets ; and displays
Hilda's delicate beauty of feature. Her brow is thouglit-
fuI and intellectual lookiug, but, as the cheeks are some-
wliat sunken, looks a little out of proportion. It seemed
to me-but lier history may have been before my eyes as
I gazed-that the beautiful face spoke of a destiuy, real-
ized or foreseen, higlier and sadder than that of mo8t
mortals. KÂTHERINE B. COUTTS.

Chatham, May 24.

CONSCIE&NCE flourishes best on continuons liard service,
and should net lbe allowed to take a holiday for a single
.afternoon.

A DREAM AND IT>S SEQUEL.

F HEY 'vere aIl seated round the lire-place where blazed
anQi crackled huge legs which sent long tongues ef

fare up the wide chimuey and showered sparks and hisses
as if in approval or disapproval of the rnany weird atonies

which one or other of the speakers told. Ontside the wiud

tore rnadly tlirough the trees aud wailed down the chim-
ney white the nain daslied even more wildly against the

panes. Stories of apparitions, gliosts, curions dreanis, or

presentiments of evil-ali these badl been related, eacli

ene vyiug with the ether in horror. A sert of scared
silence baad followed the last speaker's narration which was
broken by a girl with large expressive eyes and broad

white bnow.
" That certainly was very curious and unaecountable;

but I have liad an experience whicli 1 deem as curions as

that. I have neyer spoken of it simply because I f eaned

ridicule ; liowever, since you ail are se communicative aud

have sncb au appetite for the occuit aud horrible, I will
relate te yen my little adventure.

"îIt la now four years since I made a six montha' visit

te Washington. You ail remember how encbanted I

was witli tbat beautiful city-tie American Paris-how

I. revelled lu its noble buildings, its lovely squares aud

beantiful mouuments. Well, eue niglit shortly before muy

retaru te Canada I hadl a curions dream. 1 thouglit I

was walking aloug College Street lu Toronto; it was a

dlean cold eveniug in Jauiuary ; the sun hll sunk belew

the horizon, leaving the sky lu the west ail luminous and

golden front bis passing, aud juat above where the gold

rnerged into the aiready darkeniug bine, the eveniug star

liung faint and tremulous. Se clear was the air that the

lieuse-tops, chimneys, and the naked treed te their tiniest

twig stood eut in sharp relief againat the golden back-

ground. At every ether cerner the intense bine et the

electric liglits wbich depeuded frein long potes nibove the

trees etcbed uponl the sidewalks and roadways the

dark delicate tracing of the branches and twig8. Dowu

the street lu indistinct picturesque groupa came work-

iugmen canryiug dinner-cans or bundies of toola ; se dis-

tinct is evenythiug ln my memory that 1 evon rocalt a

great brick waggon drawn by Linge grey herses wliose dri-

ver wore long red stockiugs drawn up nearly te, bis kuces,

white a flat woolleu cap ef the same celour covened bis

shaggy head.
" Welt, I1liai walked along some distance westwand

eujoyîng the beanty et the street ; i was eue long beauti-

fnl perspective vauishiug inte the sunset. As 1 approaclied
eue of the electric liglits 1 uoticed a slowly meving figure

before mue; it was that ef a aliglit, old man witli long ail-

very liair which glisteued lu the liglit and felu dowu over a

sort of bine scarf which was twisted liglitly about lis

ueck; bis riglit baud grasped a walkiug-stick with a great

liook at the end et it, white witlh bis let t lie strove te hold

together the two sides et a great nent in the riglit shonîder

of bis cotat. Juat as lie came luto the brigbtest et the liglit

1 noticed witli barrer that bis thin bare shoulder was

exposed te the keen night wind which was juat nisîng.

Fle stopped and struggled te fasten it, white 1, without a

thouglit as te whetlier or net I should thus acceat a stranger,

quickly stepped up te hlm and said, 'O , do lot me help

yen, I will fasten it with a pin.' H1e turued suddenly
and placing eue long bony baud upon the other which

rested upon the walking-stick, calmly snrveyed me. Neyer

shall I torget the awfnL sensations which penred over tue

as 1 met bis eyes. The silvery hair which 1 liad noticed

before frarned a face seamed and wrnkled and of the tint

of nid ivory. Ail about huîn suggested extreme eld age,

except thie eyea ; they atone had retained ail the beauty

and lustre et youth. They were se dark as te seem bilack,

and as tbey glowed upon me with au expression et accus-

ing hatred, 1 feit like a criminaltaken lunseine horrid deed

where denial or escape la imposgible. 1 stood rooted te

the spot, fascinated, incapable et speech. Then I begau te

lie couscieus et an awful fear white my heart beat lu duli

sickening thuda. Suddeuly the old man lit ted oee aud

as if te take heid et me-the spell was broken. Wîthout

another glauce I tunned aud fled homeward, neyer steppiug

tilt 1 was safely locked lunrny own room. I sank upon the

bl hait dead with friglit aud borner. I hadl proliably

tain there a minute or se wbeu 1 thouglit I heard a sert

et tick-tack iîpou the window pane. Qnickly tnmning my

head, sud with îny heart lunrny mouth, I once more belield

that awful apparition peering lunlielow the blinda. With

eue sliriek I flew eut etflied sud found myself standing in

the middle et mny reom lu Washingtonu!"
"lThat was certaiuly an uncomfontable dream, but ut

is net atrauge that an excited imagination should conjure
up sucb an odd figure," nemarked eue.

I quite agree with yen," replied the youug girl

quietly, IlThe dream la unot at sîl strauge!1 The curions
part la yet te cerne-do yeunont thiuk it strauge that a

dneam should have a sequel lu actual lite 1 "
"OI 0bornrr.1" exclaimed another et the girls, whose eyes

liad a tendency te wideu te infiuity as lier exciternent grew,
I 1swan't sleep a wink to-niglit, but neyer mind that, 1 arn

ful of e curiosity te hear the sequel."
. "1See here, Evelyn," remarked the narrater's brother

;witb an lucredulons laugliIl"yen don't mean te tell ns that

this old man bad the iudeceucy te turu up lu the
fleali, do you ? "

IuIdeed 1 de," respended Evelyn, quietly, Il ud cousin
Eliner will voncli for wliat 1 say, wou't you, dear 1 "

"lYen surely dou't mean my dear old man wbo scared
you at the bospital, do yeni"


