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HERE is ene cf those obvious subjeets with but one side and adrnitting of
onily one contention. A question so crying could not but have had many
expenents, onie se transparent must have many times over gathered unto
itself ail the possible argument. Therefore, I shail be very brief where I
have to state what lias been said se often and sO well before. The iaws of
nations upen Copyright, se far, bears the impress of a parentage that wvas
blind te the fact that neither oceans nor pelitical lines can intellcctflally
divorce a group of nations speaking the same language, and wedded te a
common literature. The literature and theught of a group of countries,
having but one language for ail, in making their great cycles, xvill not be
thwarted by political barriers. The literature of such a language is a
confederation unto itself ; it ignores the division of mnonarchies and de-
mecracies, and distance its greatest enemy te unity lias been conquered
by steam. We have ne longer a British and an Americani literature, but
a great republic of English letters, bcionging net less distinetiî cly as a
possession and as a characteristie cf thoucrht and culture te thc New
World than te Great Britain, the homestead of our- Cis-Atlantic people
and speech. The works of Matthcw Arnold, cf Ruskin, cf William Black,
find in America as large a proportion cf readers as in England, while the
beoks cf our Amierican writers do net fare less well with thc British
public. Whcre distance is net reduced te thc least point by the frequenicy
cf rapid steamers whiclh carry frein one side cf the Atlantic te the other
thc new works before they are cold, it is annihilated by simultaneous
publication, tue reader in New York or London, getting inte lis hands
thc bock or important periodicai that appears thc saine înorning on the
other side cf the Atlantic. But whilc Science, iiinprovcd prinitiîîg facilities,
and an imperative desire for community cf shiare in the common stock
have declared that ail Englisl wherever written belong's te eue republic cf
letters, the Statute Bocks cf the nations maintain bars te brotherhood, at
once unwise, unnaturai, but fortunately net ail-potent for thc narrow and
mischievous results at whidli tbey point. Frein these seif-obvieus facts it
is apparent that wisdern lies only in giving te alI countries, whiatcvcr be
their niationality, that have a celmeon literature ene cemmon law. But, if

treaty cf Copyright between the United States and Great Britain and
thc Colonies is desirable for the sake cf literature, it is cf equal moment
to authors and publishers of repute, wvhile it could not be contrary te tue
interests cf the reading masses. It is hardly necessary te argue here that
the old laws regarding Copyright mercly embalrned the barbarie myth that
as everything bclonged te, thc king-the gcld and precieus stenes di'ged
up from thc eartli, thc continents discevered by loyal subjeets, and thc
persons cf ahl liegemen in thc realm-tlat, therefore, thc sovercigu who
realhy owyned the author miglit appropriate lis brain-produets for the
benefit cf thc coinmonwcalth. At this day, howcver, tie author is re-
garded te have as mudli riglit in lis bock as the inventer lias te any
mnechanical centrivance evolved from lis cwn brain ; but the law preteet-
îng patents is rigid and inexorably cnforced.

It is the trade cf seme te write bocks, and their iivchihoed is
derived from a sale cf their wcrks: the pubhisher who, because unfor-
biddcn by lis nation's law, takes these bocks without inaking soîne reccrn-
pense te their, author is nceithcr an honcurabie nor an honest man. It
is about as just and as hîigh-mindcd as if, instead cf stealing bocks, lie
waited upon the quay till a slip laden with merchandise frcmn an alien
port cast ancher, and that then, fearing no0 molestation frein bis ceuntry's
iaws, lie boarded that vessel, seized thc carge-whiiu belonged te some
one in thc foreign country-and sold it ever thc land for lis ewn profit.
There is, unfertunateîy, a strange lack cf united, action ameng authors in
seeking for international copyright. It scems certain that if they mnoved
reselutely as a body they wouid have the assistance cf ail publishiers cf
good name and standing, and must succecd. And at this late heur, when
even seme lionourable lieuses have begrun te soil their reputatiens, they
wculd have a potent assistance fromn the publishers. But there is a
diseased trade-morality abread through the United States which, perdhcd
on the top cf every pirate's press, wilI tell yeu tînt this is an age cf
twenty.cent bocks; that the masses now read, and that they do net read
dllar bocks; that international copyright would abolisl cheap reading;
tînt, tlerefore, the rule which ncw obtains is the greatest good cf the
greatest îîumber; and tînt the interest cf a dozen authors is small when
put in the scahe against thc whle people cf America. If it wcrc truc
that international copyright would abolisl clieap reading fcr the masses;
it could net make the praclice cf stealing more honourable or capable of
defence; theugli as a matter cf fact it weuld net lead te thc supersessien cf
cheap bocks, but would bring the trade inte thc hands cf respectable
pubhishers, and compel. those wlo now grow ridli upon theft to become

honest, and to compete in an upriglit business way with their confrères.
The voter who buys a twenty-cent book is reluctant, for the sake of a
miorality and an honesty that lie does not bring home te himself, to sur-
rendt'r his priviiege of cheap reading; but lie would find that piracy, not
lie, would be called on for a sacrifice; that a certain portion of readers,
those especially who have libraries, great or small, would, and do now, buy
dollar books ; that as soon as the publisher, protected by copyright law,
saw a mnarket for the dollar book in twenty-cent form, lie wouid rcspond
to the dernand ; that cheap books and expensive books each appeal to their
own speciai field, and thaý no one would suifer save the publishing bouses
of soiied reputations, while upright publishers wouid thrive, and book-print-
ing become once again a pure cailing ; while authors, who have to live by
the product of their brain, as the artisan who earns lis bread by the
cunning of bis hand, would have lis due, thougli nothing more.

Home to Canadian doors more keenly than anywhere cisc cornes one of
the brood of grievances begotten of existing, copyright law. Canadians,liav-
ing, the honour of being a Colony of Great Britain, cannot make iaws uponi
copyright, but mnust acoept legisiation at the hands of iaw-rnakers in Engiand.
A clause in the Imperial Act provides that, Ilthe author of a book first
published in Rer Majesty's Dominions, shall, whether lie is or is net a
British subject or domiciled or resident in fier Majesty's Dominions, be
entitied to copyright in thc book throughout fier Majesty's Dominions."
Then we corne to what are meant to be thc Colonial clauses of the Britishi
Act, whereby it is provided that a Canadian author who takes out a copy-
right under the Canadian law thereby secures copyright through the British
Dominions. Sudh generosity must have exhausted the Lords who consent-
ed to the law, as it must have put into ecstacy ail those who feel them-
selves honoured by their connection with tlie empire. But just what our
standing is as eolonists, the imperiai Legislature, a littie further on in tue
act, do not suifer us to forget. They are aware that we have a few type-
setters in Canada, and some publishers that know something about printing
and binding books, but our modes of setting types, and rnaking books is
only colonial, and unworthy cf British readers. ilear this proviso:
IlWhere a book is first publisbed in a British possession, and not pubiished
in the United Kingdom, in number and manner suitable for general circu-
lation thierein, aftcr one month fromn first publication any person may apply
to fier Majesty in Council for a judicial license to publisli the saine which
niay be granted upon such conditions as seem just; and if any book is niot
sO published within six months after first publication, any persen May
appiy to fier M'ýajesty in Council to be allowed to import foreign reprints
of the book :"which means that if a Canadian author bring out a book in
Canada, and if the printing and binding of the volume do not meet the
taste of thc foreign law-makers, it may be reprinted to suit English readers,
whether the Canadian author and publisher are wiliing or unwilling; but
if an English author bring out a book in London which. in Ilmanner " of
make proved unsuitable, to Canadian readers, and a Canadian publisher to
suit lis customers made a new edition of the book, lie would be fined.
This surely is one strong mark of our equality in the empire, and ouglit
to go far to liush the mouths of those wlio talk about nationality.

But this is not thc chief benefit which colonialism and the barbarous
state of copyright law confers on Canada. An English author bringing
out a book in London obtains copyright tliroughout the Britishi Dominions ;
and tlie Canadian publisher wlio reprints lis book witliout autliority is,
very properiy, visited witli the penalty of the iaw. But the American
pirate seizes the Englisli book, reprints it, and sends it into Canada by
paying fifteen per cent. and the author's royalty, into the custom bouse.
This is an actual surrender of the Canadian market to the American publisher
at an agreed price, whule our own publishing bouses must stand with folded
arms. Under the samne clause, an Englishmian acting for an American aiitlor
can secure copyright in Canada, whule the Canadian author and publisher are
given no protection in the United States. Canadian publishers ask that
copyright be witliheld in Canada from the American author, but they are
likely ýto be met with the very convincing answer that this would be, if the
exceptional circumstances noted were witliout weight, to fiy in the face of
the best feature of the British copyright law, namnely, that whidh refuse$
copyright to 1no author that gives to any part of the British possessions pri-
ority of publication. But the exceptional circumstances of the case are
momentous: Canada is confronted by an army of pirate publishers, and
lier Government opens the door and lets themn in by paying a royalty toell
of twelve and a-lialf per cent., whule the entry-ways are kept shut againat lier
own book-makers. The only way out of the difficulty seemns to be-pending
the adoption of a copyright treaty bctween America and Great Britain-a
surrender to Canada of the riglit to make hier own laws upon copyright as
upon finance and trade ; and the Canadian Legisiature will be criminaily
derelict of its duty if it does not take steps towards attaining that end.
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