
CONSTRUCTION

oit is pumped ouf of the cylinder. When flie
cylinder is drained a quick high vacuum is ap-
plied to wifhdraw the surplus où in the block
aucd Ieav'e in fthe wood the ainount of oit speci-
fied, whiclu, foi' interior work, will average eight
pounds per' cubie foot of wood; foi- outside pav-
ing purposes fromi fourteen 'f0 sixteen pounds
of oit pet' cubie foot is lcft in the wood. The
iiicthod described is known as the Lowry pro-
cess. There are o-teici ethiods, but ail have the
saine end in v'icw; i.e., to secure a uniforrn pelle-
t ration of the preservative oil.

The method of laying ftic wood block floor is
somewhat similar to street paving work, the
besf resuits bcing obfained wlien a concrete base
is used as a foundation, which may be as liglit as
three luches. The fhickness of 'the coiicrete
base, 'however, will depend upon the nature of
subisoil and ftic floor loadiug. In situations
where conerete is impracticable a we-1l support-
cd sub-fioor of
crcosofcd plank is
used. In one larg'c
shop the blocks
wvere laid upon a
bcd of cinders
eighteen i n c h e s
deep, placed in
four-i 1 a y e r s,
and wcll tanuped
withhand pounders
of varying weights,
a liglif sand cushi-
ion bcing placed on
toi) of the omndcr
bcd, upon which
thec blocks were
laid.

The coucrete sur-
face should be fin-
ishied sm-oothly and
in truc contour to
the finislîed floor.
tT1pon thc concrete
surface is spread
dry a mixture ofWODBCXPORG
one cernent to fourWODBOC 'ORO

sand, averaging one-hiaif inch lu depth, ai
struck srnooth and true to the finishcd surface,
suifficient wafer being spr)iinldled oveu' flhe floor
surface affer the blocks are laid to set the uniix-
turc (in sorne locaitionis a cusîiioný of saud rnay
be used iii place *of the cernent and sand mnix-
ture). The woocl blocks are laid upon the cusiî-
ion with flic vq'in~ertical.

ln situations whcre the floor will be always
dry, flic block should bc laid figh.t-jointed, but
wliere flic floor will be wef or alternately wet
and dry, -they slîould be laid wi'fh open joints of
about one-sixteenfi inch between the sides, and
three-sixteenths inch betwecn ftic ends of blocks-,,
with expansion joints again'sf ail walls, machiie
foundations, etc. The joint spaces are two-
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thirds filled with an asphai-,ltie or 'tar filler, which
forins an elastic .cernent ar-ounid each block,
thercbv rnaking thie floor absolutely wa-,ter--
tight, and, at thle saine tiie, wi11 allow ini-
cliviclual blocks to expandiic a.nd contract without
injury to the surface. The 'top of the Joint
space-s above Vue filler miay be filled with clean
sand if necessary. A special block is inanufac-
turcd for wet lo-cationis, havmng ribs or- projec-
tions down one side and one end ; thie 'ibs ma-,
be miade in aiiv width and thickiless, which, tap-
ering to ail edge, allow of equal spacing when
laying, and will comnpress under expansion of
the blocki.

Arnong the essentiai qualifies of creosoted
wood block floors mlighit be ilentioned, dur-
ability, low mnaintenance cosf, srnootlmness,
adapfability and comfou"t..

Ifs chief advanfiage is durability undci' ser-
vice, by laving the block with the grain vertical;

_______________________there is no0 per-
cept-ible wcar after

-years of service, as
the wqood fibres
conipress s o m e-
what -under frafflc,
an(l f orm a niatteci,
resilient surtface,
whlichi coes nlot
weairoff. There is
no suchi thing as
weali'* or sphinter-
ing, as thiere is on a
planiik floor; neither
is fliere any scal-
inig, chipping or
fracturing as on a
har.d, nion-resilient
surface.. The ilui-
pregnaf ion. of ceo-
sot e oil will pre-
\,en t thie blocks
f roin deca\'.

lie record madle
w i t hl o)rosotedl
wvood blocks used

~Y F'OUN(*Y, TORONTO. for street pave-
ments wilI applv to floors also. To cite one
.strec't in IMiniieap(>Iis, wheré titee fousand
five huindred square yards w%ýere laid in 1902, -un-
der' heavy traffic, up to 1915 thie total repairs
amiouîîted to 0.1 cent per square yard, or' less
titan fourteeni dollars for thirteen v'ears' ser-
vice. Creosoted wood block floors cau readily
be takzen up and u'e-laid for repairs to pipes,
etc., under thé floor, or for the installation or
rencwal of inaclinery, vithout in.iury fo the
block. On accou-tnt of tie mnanuer in whicli the
l0l' is laid audnç its uniforni sur-face, fi'ucking

is ac.orn'plished withi case. There are tio ruts
or clepressions to break ti'uckls ; flie Ioads are
not throwri off f ro-i jars; but a tiruek can be
loaded and liandled to its capacity with no


