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vo-a secret, l)erhials. It is my se-
cret, and, straiigely enouglb, it is the
hago.s secret at the sanie LuneCI. The only

d~-ireccis, shie tliinks slie hias kept nie
irom knio\ving soine things that she
knows\, îhtiiîigs of sonie importance

P-aul looked iute rcsted.
0'F be over withi it, l'il begyin at the

first and tell it al," said îikli set-
tiigc down imore conmfortably in bis
chair. "Soînieth ii n over fif tecn years
ago ncrl eghten, wbien I tbinik of it,

a mati name1 L\Iazuritik xvas found guil-
ty' of takîng a biaud in an outbî-eak iu
St. Pc-)tetrsbutrg. Fie hiad really iiever
taken any pa~rt iii it, bult a younig manî
wbio bad an eye to business found out
thiat wauîkxas proprietor of a nice
littie estate in the neighibourhood of Mos-
cow. The estate xvas not large, but it
lookcd conmfortable to our young gen-
ticinan. Nvho, by the way, hiad miiitary
ambitions, ani-i lie played his biand 5o
\\,e1l tbiat XNiazurink xas given fifteen
vears in Siberia."

I.ýatil sat back sloxvly and looked at
Nickolai witliout s1)eaking-

-Mien wbIat did oui- enterprising
voung soldier do-.," continuied Nickolai.
"Coîno' to ï\i.oscowv, lie learned tlhat iMa-

zurmnk hadf left a xvife and twvo chul-
(Irciil', a boy anid a giri. \Vhen lie founid
the \voiiiafl, shie hiad disposed of l)Otb
childreni, l)eing- unable 10 mnanagre the es-
tate t0 bier o\Vf profit, andi xas reduced
10 ipoý7eit\y andf forced to look for worlc
t0 ke]) bierseif alive. N'\owv our youing

gallnt.truc to bis calling, app1)lhd
lier iii il ime of necd and found bier
<tuile amiable-do \-ou undierstand' 1 -le

rea<nedthingoS out coolly to imiiseii.
0iie tliing, xvas clear-stie must live. but
juist how~ to0 live ini XI\oscow xvas a little
(liffiCijt for a wvoinan to decide in teris
of ber o\vn mlodestv. Tble conisequenCe
\Vas tliat nïioncy \vas taken in exebiange
i* virtue, aniiý the \voian Nvas ke1)t

iroîn starvation for a înoîîtl or so. 'At
the endl of thiat tiniie word %vas received
thiat ï\ I azuîi-inkl was deami.

'Tbe way being thtîis openec itup, noth-
ing-as to liinder the youth in realizing

biis imibNtions. At hiis request, the xvo-
man produced a false hieir in the person

of a rag-ed vouigster f rom tbe street.
Tlirough-l biimu the anibitious youtli gained
couti-ol of the i)roperty7 and the xvomian
livcd under biis support untii lie becarne
tired of bier and passed bier into the
biands of an obscure acquaintance whlo
bais bier vet. Then the iucky young,
dcvil married a l)retty litile maiden more
of bis min age an ci eoice."ý

Niekolai pauised and smiilcd serenely
as lie took tbe pipe froin Iis mnouth
siowiy and looked at Paul.

INow b V le saiti, *clon't be startled
\vbien I thirow soine liîgbt upon it ail.
The wife of M\azurink bias becone-
the ba,.g."

.Paul starteti, but an ocic smnile ligbited
the face of tbe speaker.

"The lucky young devil of a soldici-
wvas vour friend, INickolai Nataroif," and
bie gave a confident littie chuekie. 'Anci
yo0u, Paul Natax-off, are the false hieir
wvbom tbe biag produceci. Your real
naine w'as neyer known to mie, and
tloubtless neyer xviii be , but you cotuldn't
wisbi a better than Nataroff, andi I bave
been a pretty good old uncle to yotu."

P3aul Ioweret biis eyes anid sat in si-
lent imeditation wh'i1e Nickolai continued.

*'And now for the muddFle out of
\vicb \-ou are to becip nie. 'l'le biag
seemns to bave Iost ail trace of bier son.
I biave good reason to tinklç lie is dead.
At anv rate slie no longer makes any
m1enition of inii as sbie once did. So
\-ou sec there is no cause foi- alarnii froni
tIhat quarter. Not one biere kiiows bier
i-cal nameii,-sbce miav biave forgotten it
bierseif., but we can give bier a naine cas-
ilv eniougbi tbiat xviii serve for ail prac-

..Another difficulty bias arisen, iov-
ever. Wb1ile stue secins to biave losi track
of bier son , slie bias kept lber eyes tupoîî
ber- daiigbltcr \vho lias lately corne of
agre. Now. the rub cornes liere. \'hile
I1 bave reaped the profits. the biag bias
neyer realx- surrenidered the p)1opirîtor-
silil) of the estate, and my gaine lias been
played succcssf uly tilus fai- tbroughi vir-
tue of the fact thiat slue lias been kCept in1
bitliig. Once slie becoies known as the
rcal owNver of the estate, I amn lne foi-."

Fi-e lookedl ratbier seî-iois., andi sliuf-
fled uineasuly in lbis sea.
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