
FACTOIRY ACCIDENTS IN GREAT BRITAIN. fWORKMEN'S INSURANCE.

Accident Risk Has Tendency to Decrease-Conclusions Report on Systems ln Various Countrîes-Most Coi.
of Committee. piete i Germany.

In November, 190S, ai ýorrmmtteeo was appointed by Mr. Tlhi (uuntrY with Ille Most complete systemn of workmen 'slierblert Glafdstone, then Home biecrietary, to enquire iuto the( in9uIrawel- la Uermany, whlero practieally the entire wage-earningiiirea.sing numbler ofid rtdaeiet in Great Britain ài oulto is reqluired by iaw to be provided with some formplceindor the FattorY and Workshops Act. of insuraniCe againaýt indlustrial accidents, sickness, invalidity
The om, te' report shows that the total of reponrtod aind old age. 1Benelfits are aise provided in case of maternityAccide(nts roseý fromn 7902 l 1900 to 100,609 in 190.7, whl o aecrîgwomen, while for sore industries there is a

i)etweent 190I5 anrd 1907 there was a further strikiug încreas,, ' ssemi of insurance to provide beeisfor the widows and
Totalgr(! Fatal: irlphans of wageearncrs. The ciiiploy.ýers defray the entire............... 1tal cost of the accidenlt insurance, ana it ineludes î>ractically ail..... ... .... .. 1 07609 .... .... l'O;:" lit, illriu tial workorIs in the country.10...................111,904 ........... ,1 M Thf; fa1ts1a1 the remlarkable progress made in recent1907 ................... 142. .......... <1, 179 lo-r by oreigui countries oi tlle subjeet of employers'

The inorease iii 19051 to 1907 wasi especially noticeabla iii cer- libltyad )r kuIjn's opnsto are noted in the first of
tain tradvs. Thus, inuItle textile trade the non-fatali accidents, ta volme couiiprisiig the twenty-fourth annual report, justincreaseti by 44l2ier cent., in netai founding by 46- .07 p>er -ilued biy tie UnIiteti States Býureau of Labor, Department of
cent., in engineering, etc., by 35 per cent.; whilst generally .Comm.. ierce anid Labor, entitleti "Workmnen's Insurance andi
in non-textile factories the increase was 35.83 per ýenit, I lOiilpkifl5ti0l Sysrteus iin Furope.'>

conclusions of the conunittea, !Wide Scope of Gorman System.
After a careful review of the causes anti circumnstauces Tems tiigeieceo h iesoeo Oof the incereaise lu reportedl accidents, the cornatti arrive's at (h'erilanl sste, is; conitantlin le l igures for the operations

thse conclusion that there bas beeon: (1) A steady 'nagmn v f the year 1908. lu this year thef ilumber of persuns insureti
in the area. of accident risk, due te the graduai growý%tbI of t rade -ýistacdet s about 700,0,the total receipts were~during the last 20 years; andi (2) saime sudden increaýlsb ul,,) $7,4u00,000 thie total expenjditulresý were about $48,000,-
in the areai of risk andi the degree o! risk in years o! booxnîngj 000,ll and thle amount of Ilhe reserve -ils *6,0,0The nuniber
trade, sncit as 1898-9 andi 190. There are net sufficient sta- fwrmncmestt for th(, fiist timle in the year 1908
tiâtiesi data tu give auy precise measurement of tho, effeet wa1300
et these c-auses. The commiiittee ils o! opinion that thvre, is ieprt laws procvide a system o! compul)ilsory sickness
increasced speed and prssrem a large number of industries-o t'urn, or waeeaar luw ich e empjloyers pay one-
and that this is prbbya cause operating t0 p1roduLCe auI tîird nIltle workmenvi two-thirds; o!l the inlns.l 1908
appreelable increase in thei accidenit rï,sk. T'l'lierad useI il( f lic unbr of persouIs (nlot inc-llilng agricltural laborers)of snaehiniery, colisideredl as an isolateti cauise, is unle of thep inisureti againist, %ivnssas abouit 1,0,0,the reeiptsa.uges olperatinig to inicriease the acocident risik. Te outrwr 9,000 aiteepndtures were $91,000,000.
operittien, due to imlprovemlents4 i lu achinles ni lgrd Wati onl A ti.
must not ,hIo forgotteni. Tlhat the rapiti initroducj(tioni o! mua- Wa sDn nAsra
chinery increases for tho inspectors tloc difficulty of s-ecuring Ilevsides theso two braintcs there ils a third national colin-
.adequate guarding. In sonie districts new mnachlines anld newý puîsoryý systini relating te insuraince for olti age anit inivalldity,type.i of Machines are introtIiuc-ed so rapiidly tlhat tlic ise-In wblich tOc empI)oye-rs and the workuen eaich pay equalto»,, carnt keep pace wxth theni. The Workmien 's Comens- aounlts, while tOe limperial goýverumienjt protýides a liberal sub-
tien 1%ct bas reduceti the accident risk by directing tOce atteni- Id.li 1908 the numlber o! persous isureti under tOis branchtion of emiployers te the occurrence o! accidents ant iltOc im- ', 3ý I1,j00 the rtEceits wverc 6,0000 tO expenditurosi
portance o! p)reventing tirent, but bas led to soute Încrease lu $ee 4,000,0m0 wbiîe the reserve amnountiet te $355,000,000.
the number of reported. accidents for tbe reasons already given. TOe thre. sys teins o! inisurancý,e hiave been lu operation forThe general conclusion arrived at by the Commiiiitter il riearly 25 years, ani the explerience undffer thent bas heen sethat the osvidence on the suabjeet o! the increase or tiecreaseý f avorable that lu response te a widespreaid demanti tOe Germanof thre accident risk is largely composeti of inferences anti pro- goveýrnmient le now pirepairingý te revise and extenti the systeru,bablitifs, but after weigbing ail the Inaterial bearîgo thc and it le texpected that lui a !ew years even greater resuits
question wblch coulai be collected, the committee tbinks that wiîî be sLown.
th'e accident riast for the ten ycars front 1897 to 1907 pro- Ili Austria tOc systeni of workmen 's insurance le patternetiibably remlained almost constant, any increase, due te increase coeyafter that of Germany and provides relief for cssoof Machinery anti greater pressure being counteracteti by îm- cacsees aofciett oke eggdl auatrn
proveti ins.ýpection, and the greater care resuîtiug froin the anti simtilar industries, thougb there is a separate organization~Workinen 's Compensation Act- for the mning industries.
Accident Bisk Decrca"in. One feature o! worknîen's insurance iu Austria which no

other country possesses, is a national eompulsory systent, ofSince> 1907 there bas belon a tendency for the accident olti age andi lnvalidity insurance for salaried persons, such asris te deericase, anti there cau be no deubt that this result clerical emrployees of ail kintis; the expense of this is defrayetil, due ýaity to the greater care resulting froi tbe Work- partly by the employer anti partly by tOe insureti persen.men's compensation Act, partly te tOe greater experience o!
emnployers la the efficient guardîng o! machinery, anti partly Varity la Franc.
te the efforts o! the !actory Înspectors It le aise probable WOile lu Germany and Austria the workmen's insurancethat any increase took place chiefiy lu thec duss o! empire- sy' sterris arc bighly centralizeti, lu France tOe different typesventablo accidents, while împrovemnut bas been effected as o! insurance are provideti by a great variety o! institution~sregards preventable accidents. Though the border lin. be- andi regulateti by a series o! separate laws anti decrees. TO.tween preventable anti upreventable accidents ils a doubtful insurance o! workmen against ludustrial accidents is regulatetiandi moving eue, thero muet always, ho a number e! accidents: mainly by tOe law e! 1898. TOe employer is requireti to providewlsicl ne care can foresee or provient; anti it scenes possible at b)is ownu expeuse a sprecifleti system, o! benoîtes tu injuretithat the increauc of macbinery anti the increaseti speeti anti workmnen, ant inl order te protect humseel!Oc is allowed to,,,-sueo! work have enlargeti tOi. chias o! accidents. The insure bis Iiability under tOe law lu n variety of institutiens,Ancrease e! reporteti accidents up te 1907 waa due almost eu- sncbi as voluntary associations o! workmen or o! employer.,tlrely te increaseti reperting. Since that date tOe increatse- p rivate însurance comparries, goveruiment insurance fondis, etc.in repcrtilng bas been les. marked anti tOc effect o! tiecreaseti lu soute industries insurance against sickness îs eompuIsoryrlsk lias accordiîgly shown itsel! la tOe figures e! reporteti but lu the main tOc French goverumnent has preferreti to grantaccidents. certain prv teet mutual sickness insurance societies, andi

preventon of ccidens. those c0111]"plig with certain requirements receive subsidîts
In discussing the prerveutien o! accidents the committee front tOe national goveruiment.

makes a considerablo number o! proposais, mainly o! a tech- *~
nical ebaracter, but these a.re baseti ou tOe general recommen-
dations tbat ail possible steps muet be taken te seure (1) TORONTO WILL BIJY ELECTRIC LICHT COMPANY.that the employers shahl co-operate with tOe inspectors; (2)
that a knowletige o! tOe risks o! new machines anti the hest The Toronto city council have decided te purchase, ifways e! !encing thent shall ho aiffuseti widely anti quickly; the cempany will seli, and subject te, the approval of thealla (3) that the, best nfethotis of fencing shail be enforceti ratepayers, the plant of the Toronto Eîectric Light Comn-wlth bspeeti anti uniformity. pany, paying therefor $15for thc $îoo of the company's

cemmen stock. Three contmissieners wil manage the city's
Mr, W. J. Drenigole, of the Merchants Bank, Brandon, clectric light systent, eue te be appointeti by the Provincial

Man., Oas -been appointeti manager of the branch atGuil Gevernment through the Hydro-Electric Commission,' oe
Lake, Sask. Mr. A. Halstead, of Portage, succeeds Mr. appoiuted by 'the city councîl, and 6he Mayor, te be ex-
Droingole. 1officie the third, member.


