
LIFE AND WORK OF LOUIS PASTEUIR.

sors. After a course of three or more years therein the gov-
ernment would appoint those passing the usual examination or
<agregation" to various positions in the local colleges or pro..
vincial faculties. (In France, practically, the whole school
system is under central government control and appointments
to higher grade schools lie largely, or did in Pasteur's time, in
the central government). Pasteur, then nearly twenty years of
age, came to Paris to take the entrance examination at the
Ecole Normale, and stood fifteenth out of twenty-two candi-
dates. He did not enter, but decided to spend a year in further
preparation, so as to secure a. higher average standing on
ent-ance. He spent this year in general study and attending
the "open" or popular lectures then given and which are still
given by the Paris professors. It was here that, in listening
to the lectures of the noted chemist, J. B. Dumas, he became
fired with enthusiasm for this subject and ever after was pleased
to call Dumas "Master". At the end of the school year, 1843,
when in his twenty-first year, Pasteur again took the entrance
examination, ranking fourth. I am certain that the great ma-
jority of students would have been content with the- rank of
fifteenth rather than spend an added year for the honor of tak-
.ing a higher entrance rank. This in itself gives us a good
indication of the character of Pasteur. Thoroughness of prepa-
ration, patience- in carrying on work and steady perseverance
in it, mark him at this time and throughout his later life. It
was at this time he adopted as his motto "Laboremus"-"let
us work", for Pasteur believed thoroughly in work, and that
work was and is the key to unlock the secrets hidden by nature's
doors. Probably some of you will have read Prof. Osler's ad-
dress some few years ago, entitled "The Master Word in
Medicine", wherein Osler elaborates on this theme, and I
would recommend this to the perusal of any who have not yet
had an opportunity of seeing the saine.

At -the Ecole Normale Pasteur took. a special pleasure in
the lectures on Chemistry of J. B. Dumas and Balard, the
Physics classes of Pouillet, and Mineralogy of Delafosse.,
though careful not to neglect mathematics and other. sciences.
Pasteur was successful at the "Agregation" or examination,
in 1846, ranking third, but decided to wait ând take his degree
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