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“Phere are two espeu.rl mamfestatwns under utnch

- divine grace is vouchsafed to us, whether in Scripture
or.in the history of -the:Church; whether.in Saints,
or-in persons of holy and. religious life; the two are’
even found ameng our Liord’s Apostles, being repre-
sented by the two-  foremost of that favored tompany,
St. Peter and St. John. St. John is the Saint of
_ purity, and St. Petér is the. Saint of love. Not that
love and purity can ever be separated ; not as if 2
Saint-had not all virtues-in him at once ; not as if St.’
- Peter were not puve as well as Joving, and St. John
Jloving, for all he was so pure.. The graces of the
spirit cannot be separated from eaclr other ; ; one im-
plies the rest; what is love but a'delight in God, a
devotion to IIim, a surrender of the whole self to
Him? what is impwity, on the other hand, but
the taking. something of this.world, somethmnr sin-
ful, for the object of . our affections, mstead of Grod?
what is it but a deliberatc. turning away from the
Creator to the ereature, and seeking pleasure in the
- shadow of death, not in' the all- blissful presence of:
light and holiness? The impure ‘then do not love
God ; and those who are .without love of God cannot

tions; we must. find pleasure ; and -we. cannot find

" pleasure in. two objecls, as we. cannet serve, two!|

masters, which are contrary to each other. ;. _}Iuch
“Jess'can. 2 Saint be deficient, either in purity or,in’
lore, for the lhmc of love will not be. bright unless
“the sabstance which feeds it be pureand unadultm ates
* Y¢t, certain-as-this is, it is certain also .that the-
spmtual ‘works -of God. show . differetly from each
“other to our eyes,and that they dlsplay,m- their char-
acter and their history, some this virtue more than
others, and some that.” In other words, it pleases the
Giver of grace to endue them specially with -certain
gifts, for His glory, which light up and: beautify ene

artreular portion or department of their soul, so as to
cast their other exceliencies into. the sh'rde "And
-then this grace becomes their characteristic, and we,
put it first in our.thoughts of them, and consider
what they have besides as included in it, or dependentl
wpon it, and speak of them as if they Iad not the rest,
thou«rh they really have them ; and we give them:some
title or description taken from. that particular grace
which is so emphatically theirs. . And in this way we
may ‘speak, as I intend to do in what I am going to
say of two chief classes of Saints, whose emblems are
the lily and the rose, who are br mht with angeh¢
purity, or who burn with divine love

The two St. Johns are the great instances of the
Ano'ehc life. Whom, my, ‘brethren, can we conceive
of such majestic and'severe sanctity as'thé holy- Bap-
tist?  He had a privilege- whick reached near upon
the- prerogative of the Most Blessed Mother of God;
for, if she was conceived without sin, he at least wrth—
out sin, was born. She was all-puve, all-loly, and sin
had no part in Ler ; -but St. Jobm was in the first days
of his existence o parhher of» Adani's. curse ; he lay
under God’s. wrath, deprived -of that grace which
Adam had received, and which is ‘the:perfection. of
-human; nature. | Vet as soon as Christ, his Lord and
Saviour, came in the:flesh, and: Mary’ saluted his own
smother,. Elizabeth, forthwith the; -grace, of God: was

given, to.him, and  the: original gmlt was wiped:away
l?rom his.soul.. And. therefore it-Is that we: celebrate
.the nativity. of ;St. John ;. riothing nnhoty- does. the
Church celebrate ; nor. St. Peter’s nativity,' nor. St!
.Baul’s, nor St. A.ugustme s, nor: St.: Gregory’s, nor |
- St. Bernard’s, nox St.. Aloysiv’s ;nor any: other Saint,
;however glorious,because they were: born:in sin. -She
celebrates their "conveysion,: their-, privileges; . their
martyrdom, ‘their; death, their transkition,; ‘but not- thEII‘
birth; ‘because, in:no. case was it holy.- . ‘Three: natwr—

.Mothers ,and Jastly, St. -Jobn’s. - What a- ‘special
separating :the Baptist off,
veall’ propliets and preachers,
‘who_ ever. lived, however holy, except, perhaps,-the |
.prophet Jerémios -, And: sveliras. was hi§ commence-’

' ment, was, thercourse -of - his. life.. - He; wasxcarrrcd

,onthe. simplest fare,) inthe rudestx clothing, in the>cave |

art from e, for: thn'ty years;lead-

,a.life. of: norti atxon n ,of meditatlon ‘tllhcalled
' Christysand:

i heinvisi-fai

. | exécutioner. Sanctity is the one idea of him impressed

upon us'from first to last; a most marvellovs Saint,a
hermit from his' clnldhood tlen a preacher to a fallen
people, and then a Martyr Surely such a life fulfils
the expectation, which the voice of Mary raised con-
cerning him before his birth.

Yet still more beautiful and almost, as majestrc, is
the image of his namesake, that great Apostle, evan-
gelist, and prophet of th¢ Chur ch, who came so early
into” our Eord’s chosen eompany, and lived se long
after all his fellows. We can contemplote bim in bis |
youth and in Iris venerable age ; and on lis whole life,’
from ‘first to last, as his specral gift, is marlced purity.
| He is the virgin Apostle, who on that account was'so

dear ta his Lord “the’ disciple 'whom Jesus loved,”

who lay on His hosom who réceived IIrs Mother l'rom
Hiw when on the Cross, 'who had the vision of all the
wonders which ‘were ta come in the world te the end

of time.” % Greatly to he lionured,” says the Church,
«js blessed John, who on 'the Lords breast lay at
supper, to whom a virgid did Christ on the Cross com-

mit His Virgin Mother. e was chosen a virgin by

the Lord, and was more beloved than the rest. The
special prerogative’of chastity had made him meet for
larger love, because, beéing chosen by the Lord a vir-
gin; a virgin he remained through life.”  He it was-
who in’ his youth professed lus read'mess to drink
Christ’s chalice with Him, who wore away a long-
life as = desolate ‘stranger in a foreign Jand, who was’
at length - carried to Rome and plunged inito the ot
oil and then was' banished to a. far island, till lns days

'drew. near their close.

O how 1mpossrbfc is'it’ worthily to: conceive the '
sanctity of these two great servants of God, so- differ-

ent is their whole history, in: their lives and in their
deaths,’ yet agreeing together in their seclusion from |

‘the world, in their' tr anq\nlht\ and.in-their all but sin-
lessness !

‘we may w ell ‘beliéve. that | even from deliberate’ vemal

Mortal sin had never. touched. them and

sin the).»were exempt ‘nay, at particular seasons oron
certain-occasions, perhaps, they did .not sin at all.|
"The rebéllion of the reason, the wajwar dness of the

‘feel’mos, the disorder of fhe thoughts, the fever of pas-

sion, thie treachery of the senses, these (hd the all
powerful grace of God subdue. They lived in a
world of their .own, uniform, screne, alndmg, in
visions of peace, in communion wrtll-IIeaven, in antici-
pation 6f glory ; and, if they spoke to the world with-

Lout, as pre'lchers or as confessors, they spoke as from

some sacred’ shrine, not mixing with. it while they

addressed it, as “a voice crying in the wilderness,” or |

“in’the bpmt on the Lord’s Day » And ther ofore
it is we speak of them rather as patterns of sanctity
than of love, because love regards an external object,

runs towards it and labors for it, whereas such as they |

canie so close to'the Ohject of their love, they were
allowed 5o to receive Fim into their breasts, and so
‘to make themsclves one with Him, that their hearts

'did not. so- much love: ‘heayen, as were 2. heaven, did
not so much sec light as were light, and they lived |

among men s those Angelsin the old time, who came
to the patriarclis and spake as though they were Goll,

for ‘God ‘was_ in them, and, spaka.. by them. Thus
these two were dlrost absorbed in the Godhead, living
an angelical'life, as far asman could lead one, so calm,
50 stnll‘ so raised above' sorrow and fear, disappoint-
ment 'rnd regret, desire: and aversron, as to: be the
most perfect image that earth has seen, of the peace
and mmutahxht) of God. Such are the many virgin
Saints whom lnstory records for our veneration, St.

Joseph, the great St. Anthony, St. Cecilia, wlio was
‘waited on by Angels, St. Nicolas. of Bari,, St. Peter
Celestine, St, Rose of Viterbe, St.. Catherine of
Sienna, and a’ host ‘of otliers, aud, above: ‘all, of the
Vlrgm of Virgins and’ Queen of Vlrgms, the.. Blessed
Mary, who, thongh |eplcte and, orerﬁcwmn- w:th the
grace of love, yet for the very reason. thu.t she was'
the “ seat of wisdom,” and the % ark_ of the coyenant,”
i§ more’ commonl? 'represcnted under; t.he emblem of
the lily, than f the rose.

But now, ny. ‘brethren, lct us turn to: the ether elass
oi‘ S'unts - have been speakmg of those who ina
wonderful somelnnes in. & miraculoys.way, } have, been
defended. from sin, and.,gonducted. from. strength to
‘strength, from youth till death but now lef us.suppose
that God has willed to shed the hcrht and power of
His Spirit upon those who, have mrsuhed the aids, and’
{quenched the - grace ‘already given them, and who

therefore.. have-a: host of evils ‘within'ithem’ of whichi {'d e
they aire tobe; dxspossessed‘ whoare under the: domin- | "" 3 _'"' :
‘ionof) ohstmate hahrts, mdhlo-ed passrons, false opm-
.away, by the. Splrrtgnto the desert; and'there he-lised ti
oth 'baptxsm, hut wrth thenv wzll mth ‘their reason, ;

them? Doubtless He might have been urgent with |
them,'and masterful ; He mnght bya blessed violence
have come Wipon them, and turned them into Saints;
He might have superseded any process of conversion,
and ‘ut of the very stones have raised up children to
Abrahani, But He has willed otherwise ; else why
did He manifest Flimself on earth? Wiy did he sur-
round Fimself on His coming with so much that was
touehmg, and attractive, and. subduing? W by did He
‘bid His Angels procluin that e was ¢ to be seen as a’
little “infant in 2 manger, or id a Virgin’s bosom, at
Bethlehem ? Why ‘@id He go about. doing good?
‘Why did He die in public, ‘before the. world, with His
Mother and’ His beloved d:sclplc by Jlnn7 Why
does e now tell. us how Ie is exalted” in Heaven
with a host of glorified "Saints, who are our inter-
cessors, about His thr anie? V\"h) does Fe come to
us in' Mary and through Mary, the most perfect image
after Himself of what is’ beautiful and tender, aml
geiitle and soothing in human nature ? Wliy does IHe
“mianifest Himself hy an ineffable condescension on owr
Altars, still humhhno Himself, though e réigns on
high? - What does all this show, But. that, when souls
wander away from Him, Fle reclaims rhem by means
of themselves, “by cords of .Adam,” or of human
nature, as the prophet speaks, conquering us indeed at
His wrfl saving us in spite of ourselves, and yet by
ourselves, so that the very reasons and aﬂ'ectlons of
‘the old Adam, wlnch have 'been made «tlie arms of
wickedneéss unto sin,” should, under the power of Tis
grate, become “the anmns of Justice unto God‘ ”

Xes, douhtless he draws us “hy cords of A(lam >
and what are those ¢ords, but, as fhe prophet spealcs

{ fw the same verse, % the cords, » or-the twine of love'?”

It is the m'lmfestatlon of.the frlory of Gad in the face |
.of Jesus Christ; it is the. view of. the attributes and
perfectrons of Alxmghty God; it is-the beauty of His
sanctity,.the, sweetness of. His mercy, the brightness.
of His He‘aven, the ‘majesty of s hw, 1he harmony
of. His- proyidence,.the" thrilling music of  His voice,.
which 'is'ithe antagopist of the flesh,.and the soul’s:
champion against, the world and the devil.. «Thou
hast seduced me, O, Lord,” says the prophet, “and I
was seduced ; Thou art stronger than I,and hast pre- |:
vailed ; Thou hast _thrown Thy net. skrlfully, and its
subtle threads are entwined round each affection of
the heart, and its meshes have been 2 power of God,”
“ brrnaan' into captivity the whole . intellect to the
service of Christ.” If the world has its fascinations,
S0 surel) has the Altar of the living Gad 5 if its pomps
and vanities dazzle, so much more shonld the vision
of Angels ascending and descending on the heavenly
laddel y if sight of carth intoxicate, and its chants are
a spell upon the soul, behold Mary pleads with us,
over against them, wrth lier cliaste eyes, and offérs the
Ltetnal Child for our caress, while sounds of cherubim
are. hewd all round singing in- the blessedness which
they fad in Flim. Has dmne hope no emotnon‘l
Efas divine charity no’ transport? <« How. dear aré
"Thy tabernacles, O Liord of hosts !’ says the prophet ;
“my swl doth lust, and doth faint for'the courts of

living God. One day'in Thy courts.is better than'a
thousaid ; I have chosemto be-an abject in the Touse
of my ‘:rod rather thidn-to dwell in the tabernacles of
sinners” ~ So is it, as-a great Doctor and penitent
lias sad, St. Auonstmo “Jt'is not enough to be
diawn b} the wull thon, art also -drawn by, the sense.
of ‘plesure ? Wlnt is: it to e drawn by pleasure?
¢ Deligt thou in the. Lord, and He will give thee the
petitfois of thy heart:>” There is a certain, pleasure
of hext, to- which_that heéavenly bread is sweet.

More(‘ver, if the poet ‘saith, ‘Every one.is draywn by
‘his om. Ipleasure, net by necessrty, but by- pleasure H
‘not ‘By obligationy, hut By dehtrht: oy much more |.
boldlyoutrht we to say, that, man is drawn ‘to"Christ,

‘wlien i¢ is delighted with truth, dehghted with. bhss,
dEhghed witli Justlce dehghted with etemal life, all
whlcll (8 Cln ist?7 Have the hodlly senses their plen-
sures, md is the mind without its own? If so,whence
1s it sad’¢ The' sonis of men shall hope under the. cover-
ing of Thy, wings ; they shall be mtoxlcate with the
richnes of "Thy house, and with the flood of Thy plea—
‘suréisfalt Thou' gwe them to, drmk,r for with Tlee is
‘thie wll’of life, and in' Thy light we shall, see Ti rht
* H’e whom the. father draweth,, cometh to:, Te.?
IW’hot “ath the father'drawn ?, hun who saul Thou
art'Ch'xst the Son of- the"hvuifr God? )

be'sh "

withe: theirfachities: responsibile, and hearts alive.diid | ’ - idoth

conscxous rluIs He toidraw:these
jior by mean of th emselves
2Hi Created: 1.l|em_,

dost xts 1use,,andllanguuhed i

the g'rare, ‘or is He'to enter mtoxthe_ v

leet: souls' to Hun. ‘

x\als,,”to,adﬂressv ‘'him’g

the Lad ; my ‘heart and my flesh have rejoiced in:the [*

_ _mth.
1n me ? and t rat Lnow lwe In: th
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DISCOURSES . - prlson, till he was suddcnly cut off by the sword of the Himself to them, to pérsuade them, and so to win | his affections into another channel and defeats a car-

nal love by inspiving a heaveuly charrtj Not as it
He used fiim as a mere ivrational creature, who is
impelled By istincts and governed by exter nal incite-
ments without any will of his own, and to whom enc
pleasure is the same as another, the same in kind,
though dilferent in degree. I have alrcady said, it is
the gIOry of His grace, that Ie enters into the Tieart
of man, and’ persuades it, and prevails with it, while
He changes it. He vlolates in nothing that orxgmal
constitution which He gave him ; Fle freats. him as o
man ; e feaves him the .power of acting this way or
that ; He appeals to all' his powers and faculties, to:
bis reason, to_his prudence, to bis moral sense ; He-.
rouses his fears as well as his love ; He enhght(.ns him
Lin-the depravity of sin, as well as the merey of God;
but still; on the whole, the animating, pr inciple of tln-
new hfe, by which it is Loth kindled and sustained, is
the flame of charity. This only is strong enoucrh to
destroy the old Adam, to dissolve the tyxanny of -
evil habits, and to waste the fires of concupisence, and
to burn up the shong holds of pride.

And hence it is that love appears to us the dis-
finguishing grace of those who were sinners before
they were Saints ; not that love is not the life of ali’
Saints, of those who have never nceded 2 conversion,
of tlie Most Blessed Virg gin, of the two St! Johns, and’
of those- others, many, in pumber, who ‘are ¢ first-fruits -
unto God and the Lamh ,” but that, while in those -
who have niéver sinned, it s 50, contemplahve as nlmost
to resolve itsell’ into, the sanctity of God I-Ilmself in-
those in whom it dwells gsa prmcrple of recovery, it
is so full of devoticr, of zeal, of activity, and good
works, that it gives a vrsrhle charactol to their Listory,.
and. i§ ever assocratmg 1tsell' thh one’s thoughts of
them.

" Such was the great Apostl'e, on.whom the Church,
is built, and whom I coptrasted, when: I began, with.
his le‘low-Aposlle St~ ohn-, whether we. contem-
plate:him_ after lis fitst, callm , or-on his repentance,
be, ont"of all th_gApost[es,who demed his Loord, is-the
most conspicucis for_liiv fove ‘of Him, "It was for this.
tove of Clirist, ﬂowmg on, as it did, frem |tsrmpetuo-~ .
sity and exullelnnce, into "love of’ the brethren, “that.
he was chasen to'be the clief. Pastor of the folil..
“Simon, son. of John, lovest thou Me more than
these 7 was thie trial put on him - by his Lord ‘and:
the reward ivas, “Feed My lambs, feed My sheep‘"’
‘'Wonderful to say, ‘the Apostle whoim Jesus . Toved;
was yet surpassed in love for Jesus by a brother not.
virginal as he ; for it is-fiot John. to whom owr Liord-
put this questnon, and gave this reply, but Peter.

Look back at an’ earlier passage of the same nar--
rative ; there too the two Apostles are. similarly.con-
trasted in their respective characiers ;, for,when  they
were in the boat, and their Lord. spoke to-them .feomh.
the shore, and « hey knew., not that it was, J esus,”
first,  that disciple, whom . Jesus loved, said to Leter,
«Tt is the Lord ;" and then at once ¢ Sxmon Deter glrt :
bis tunic about him, and threw lnmsclf into the; sea;)
to reach Him the qulcker. St John beholds, and St.
‘Peter acts;.

Thus the. very: sight of J esus' kmdled Peter ] heart
and at once. drew. him te Hrm also on a.l'ormer time,
when he saw his Lord walkmg on the sca, his; first
impulse was, as, afterwards to leave the. vessel and
basten to His sides ¢« Lord if it be Tliou, bid me; to
come to Thee 1 upon the, waters.” And when lie had
been betrayed into his, great sin, the very. Eye. of Je--
sus brought him to bimself:, “And the "Lord .turned
and Jooked back upon Peter ; and_Peter remembéred:
the word of the Lord and. he went.out, and weph] Bt 5,
terly ‘_H'ence, on another occasion, : rwhen many; of .
the dlscxples fell.away, ‘and,J esus. said fo. the  twelve,.

“ Do ye too, wish to-go away > St. Peter answered,.
“Lord, to. whom shall we.go 1. Thou. hast.the words.
of eternal life ;. and, we. have: believed and know that
Thou art Chnst the Son ‘of God.?” .

Such too,was .that other. greab. Apostle- who,,m'
SO Many. -ways, is; associated with St.:Peter,the Doc-
‘tor of the Gentiles.: . He; ws- .converted: mnraculously,
by our. Lord’s appearing tmham,lwhe' .he. was, onhis.
way to carry death to the: Christians = of Damascus- :
and how’ does he, speak" “ Whether ;we,are, .begide-
ourselres,’.,’ ”he says, It'xs B G 1
be soher., 1t is for. yon.:
urge s “.If the;;efore,
Chnst,, old tlnngs

new »
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