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THE EVANGELIZATION
OF FRENCH CATHOLICS.

Tie Nethods of Protestant Or-
ounization o Shakie- the
Tree of Romanism.

GO0 ADVICE FOR  DEACONESSER.

O ———————

The Position of a Catholic Who For-
sakies His Religion Logically
Defined,

From time totime the Frotestant jour-
pals announce, with a flourish of trum-
pets, the conversion of such and such
g Catholic to Protestantism, and the
clergy, in their aonualsynods, c?ngratu-
late themselves upon these additions to
their religious system. ‘Their joy
reaches its climax when some unfortu-
natepriestseeksadmission to the religion
of Luther an4 Henry VIIL. It s such a
windfall, and there is such rejoicing in
the Protestant feld. But what motives
cin induce Catholics to take a atep the
consequences of which are soimportant
Achange of religion involves the eter-
pal interests of a soul and radically
affects the relations of 8 man and his
God. It should, therefore, be made only
upen mature reflection and as the result
of a conviction which leaves no room
for doubt or hesitation.

When a man of upright heart, aided
by the grace of God, bas a clear vision of
the light of truth, understands the ne
ceasity of doing the Divine will and of
embracing, for the salvation of bhie soul,
the religion which he believes to be the
only one, he ia bound to obey his con-
science, no matter what sacrifices be is
called upon to make. Innumerable Pro-
testant converts to the Church have
offered us this spectacle. These men,
who have come into the Church, after

long and serious study, above all by
prayer and by the force of goud example,
have in consequence usually given up
tamily and friends. They have endured
persecution from parents or other rela-
tives, have given up, in many cases, lu-
crative poritions and found themselves
face to face with privation, if not with
acturl destitution.  And all this to be-
come Cnatholice. Before making such
beroic sacritices, men must be fully con
vinced of the truth of a religion and the
necessity of embracing it.

HOW AND WHY MEN BECOME PROTESTANTS

Are similar instances seen in the case
of those who pass from Catholizity to
Protestantism ? Is their change of reli-
f1on the result of long investigation and
of fervent prayer to be shown the truth?
Are they perfectly convinced that they
muat leavethe Churchand embrace oneor
other of the Protestant sects, if they wish
to secura the salvation of their souls? In
transterring their religious allegiance to
th:amr_niam, do they enter upon a life
of privation and self-sacritice, of trials
and contradictions of all sorts ? Amongst
the so-called converts of your acquaint-
8nce, 18 there a single one who fulfils
thege conditions ?

Without presuming to fathom the
secrets of consciences, is it not true that
the motives which induce Catholics to
become Protestants are very often far
from creditable ?

Some will have had a difficulty with
their pastor. Out of sheer spite and to
gratify their hatred they leave the
'(Illﬁurch and go over to Protestantism.
; ese unhappy men, in a fit of temper,

€ny the faith of their baptism and re-
Eounce their everlasting inheritance, all
tcause they deeire to revenge them-
telves upon o priest | As if the religion
of Qur Lord and all His teachings de-
pended upon the con~uct of a priest! Or
:ﬁ If the fact that they put themselves in
N ed“'ay which for them, at, least, willlead
? damuation, is the most cruel torment
m%V“ could inflict upon the detested

IN ONE SENSE THEY ARE RIGHT.

\g 2 .
toht%hhmg In truth, can be more painful
Chty ?_ heart of a priest than to sese a
thxoolllq give up the true Ghurch, to
o W bimself, perhaps with his wife and
inﬂ'e ODEs, 1nto error.  No, nothing can
. It greater pain upon him, Bat upon
hiliobnvl' ‘Elm all, will fall the responsi-
!bcu)Id Or such apostaey? For even
arod # men suffer {rom a want of
o Ence Or gentlenees on the part of a
!re\.: b Or bave to submit to some re-
uma lermjumce, through that priest’s
in tn?{r} Weakness, can that justify him
im tﬁ:agolstnue with God and offering to
ish;eligi élnr?ageous Ingult of renouncing
€18 become Protestant because the
i:mapftthe church impose too groat a
o cnt upon their passions, or refuse
sanction attachmeuts which her

‘Holy Trinity,

discipline declares to be unlawful, In
these cases it is the rebellious heart
which speaks, and in no wise the head
which commands the change of religion.

Others, in fine, hope to escape from
poverty or to obtain a more lucrative
poaition. Amongst all these classes of
men 18 sought in vain any evidence of
profound or unchangeable conviction,

- any desire for u better life, 2 higher per-

fection, or more abundant means of eal-
vation. It is certainly not those things

- that they seek in Protestantism,

To resume in one word. Sometimes
there is & question of money, sometimes
of revenge, sometimes, even, there is a
woman at the bottom of these pretended
converajons.

CATHOLIC PRIESTS AND PROTESTANT MIN—
ISTERS.

Never, never would a Catholic priest
consent to admit men into the Church
who were influenced by such motives
and presented themselves under such
circumstances, Too often Protestant
ministers are less scrupulous and less
fastidious. If any difticulty arises in
any parish whatsoever, and men, led
astray by their passions, are at variance
with the ecclesiastical authorities, forth-
with reverend gentlemen begin to ar
rive from all quarters, to atir up hatred,
to envenom quarrels, to encourage re-
bellion. They come with open arms, re-
Jiicing in their hearts to welcome into
vheir communion men who, yesterday,
were Catholics by conviction, and to-day,
through ill humor or in a spirit of re-
venge, decide 1o become Protestants.

THE ANGLICAN SYNOD OF MONTREAL.

I confess to having been considerably
surprised to observe in the published re-
poris of the Anglican Synod, lately held
in Montreal, that a high dignitary of
the Anglican Church approved of such
conduct and advised such action. I
qnote from the Gazette of the 22ad Janu
ary, 1897, this reverend gentleman’s pre-
cise words :

“In the present state of matters in
“ this province, so far as the French-
“ speaking people were concerned, the
* Church of Eugland had no more im-
** portant duty laid upon her than to be
“doing her work now. It was not
“ worthy of her to wait until it enme to
** her by gravitation, so to speak. While
“ahe was waiting, other bodies were
“raping the harvest.

* Beyond question, there were great
* moventents in embryo that could not
“but resul: tn alienntivn of Inggre num-
“hers of the French-apeaking popula-
*tion from the Rontan commuoion. Jt
* was coming, s surely as to morrow's
“gun wonld rise npon the earth, and the
“¢hureh that could minieter to the
“ people In their own tongue wis the
* chureh that was going to reap the rich-
“ est harvest.

“ Hedid not ask the clergy to he prose-
¢ lytizrrs, crto shake the tree of Roman-
“jsm and di-turb those who were satis
“ fied with their fuith; but. while the
“ frait was tlowing puast, he asked them,
“ without shaking the tree, to gu in and
¢ pick it up.”

Now, if the achool question, which is
essentiaily a religious one, belonging to
the Christian, socinl order, should de-
tach from their religion certain dis-
aflected Catholics, insubordinate to the
authority of the Bishepe, lo! there will
be seen a dignitary of the Anglican
Church and his colleagues holding out
their aprons to catch the doubiful fruit
falling from the tree of Romanism.

In sober truth, I had believed the
Anglican Church to be more conscien-
tious and more dignified. .

Qur Aunglicandignitary, who discourses
thus of the tree of Romanism and fruits
therenf which are rotten, should remem-
ber the frmous witticism of his cele-
brated colleagne, Dean Swilt: When
the Tope cleans his garden 1 wish he
would not throw the weeds over the wall
into our Protestant pasture. Evidently
our Montreal luminary is less fastidious
and more condescending.

PROTESTANT DEACONESSES,

But the Reverend Ministers are not
content with picking npthe offscourings
of the Catholic Church. They have at
their service a whole corps of anxiliaries
who are both daring and adventurous.
I mean the Protestant deaconcsses. They
are sent on foraging expeditions into
the very bosomof Catholic families, an
the:e ladies bring to the work and
energy and enthusizsm which women
alone can put into a cause of which they
desire the success. .

Nothing stops then ; nothing checks
their ardor. Neither long and tatiguing
walks, nor the ungracious reception
with which thev often meet; mor the
poverty of dwellings, whick in many
cases threaten handsome gowns oOr
expensive costumes. They go every-
where ; especially in homes that rre
the poorest, and where children ars
the most numerous, they carcy on their
crushde—seeking to bring rouls into the
Protestant fold. . .

I should most certainly have nothing
but praise for these ladies, did they exer-

‘cise their zeal in converting the beathen

Chinee. They could certainly do him
no harm by imparting Lo bim some no-
tions of Christianity. Ordid they labor,
in their own religious family, to prove
to Ubitarians ‘the existence ot the Most
to convince Presbyterians
of the necessity of admitting Bishops

and Sacraments, or Congregationalists
of the absurdity of being content with &
general indifference towards all creeds
and professions of faith. Or, again, were
they endeavoring to bring back to faith
in Christianity the thousands and thou
sands of their co-religionists who at the
present time believe in nothing but
themselves. They are, in resality, pure
Rationalists, denying the divinity of
Christ, rejecting supernatural revelation
and admitting no other rule of belief
than their individual reason.

In any of these instances their aim
would be a meritorious one and worthy
of all praise. But no, it is not.to the
conversion of such unbelievers that
these lndies devote themselves, Their
solicitude is entirely directed towards
Catholic French Canadians. They con-
centrate upcn them their somewhat
noisy and obtrusive zeal. Can any one
regard this as a meritorious work, and
one pleasing to God,

THE EVANGELIZATION OF CANADIAN CATIIO-
LICS?

Termit me to ask, ludies, if you fully
realize the consequences of what you
are doing, when you seek to attract
Canadian Cntholies towards FProtestant-
Ism. Do you pretend to offer them
spiritual treasures which they have not,
or means of salvation which they do not
already possess? Protestantism is, as
you know, a negation. Nothing else.
It adds pothing to Catholic frith, hat
rather takes from it a certain namber
of necessary truths, Whatsoever it still
holds of good and true is borrowed from
that Church which has had possession
of all gooduess and all trath for eighteen
hundred years. Protestantism cuan give
absolutely nothing to the Cathotlic who
embraces it.

The Protestant who comes into the
Church and becomes a Catholic is really
enriched, because he adds to the few
truths which he believea the sum total
of truth which the Catholic Church
transmiws to him. He it enriched, be-
cause, in addition to the feebie means
of sanctification and salvation which he
possessed as B Protestant in good 1aith,
he henceforth has the superabundance
of spiritual helps which the Church

laces at his disposzl in the Sacraments.
Vhile the Catholic who abandons his
faith to become a Protestant simply de-
prives himsell voluntarily of spiritual
wenlth and reduces himeelf to the most
abject poverty.

But you would say, ladies, he is
divested of Romish superstitions, of vain
and empty beliefs, which ignorance and
crednlity have introduced into religion,
e is brought back to the pure gospel.
and surely that is doing him & signal
service.

Liadies, what you are pleased to call
Romish superstitions, we Catholics aflirm
to be dogmuas, resting upon Holy
Seripture, professed in all ages by Doc-
tors and aceepted by the Jaithful as
ohligatory articlea of faith, and what we
atlirny we are prepared to prove.

What you characterise as vain and
enipty belicts are traditions wnich the
Christian ages have hunded Jdown to us,
which the bighest and the broadest in-
tellects have put into practice and have
handed down to us, their descendunts.

Whutever may be your eateem lor the
religions  communion to which yoo
Lelong, ladies, you will scarcely venture
to claim for it either a monopuly of good
sense or the exclusive right ot free in-
veatigation, Catholics ure no more
disposed towards beliet than other men,
and when they bow their heads it is
because they are compelled to do so.

But I don’t wish, ladies, to enter into
discussion with yon at the present mo-
ment. But I would like to usk to what
pure Gospel you propose rallying the
Canadian Cntholics.

Is it to the pure Episzopalian Gospel ?

Ur the pure Gospel of the Presby-
terians?

Or the pure Methodist Gospel ?

Or the summary of pure Gospel nsed
by the Salvation Army ?

All these pure Gospels are Protestant,
as you know. All claim to teach the
doctrine of Christ, whilst, in reality,
each speaks a very different language.
Let me put you one question.

In spite of what you are pleased to
call superstitions and vain beliefs, do
you still think that Catholice can be
gaved, living in the communion of the
Cutholic Church and dying in her
bosom? You cannot deny this, I pre-

ume.

Well, if, then, men can be saved as
Catholics, why seek to lead them into
religions communions where, for them
at least, there can be no question of good
taith, and where, according to their own
conscience and the teaching of the
Church, salvation 18 impossible. Ladies,
in doing such work, are you not incur-
ring a fearful responsibility ?

- Bishop Mountain of Quebec was more
logical, when he said:  “ The Canadians
are good, they practice their religion
sincerely. Ishould have conscienticus
scruples in seeking to disturb their faith
and make them Protestants.” (The late
Bishop Fulford, of Montreal, wus said
to have been of the same opinion.—
Translutor’s note.)

- MEANS OF CONVERSION.

You will scarce be arrested by a
scruple, ladies. For at any price you
muat win uver Canadians to rrotestant-
ism, and, dare I speak frankly, the
means which you employ are not always
such as Our Saviour recommends. You
do not seek to convince intellects, or to
prove to your converts the absolute ne-
censity of becoming Protestants, in or-
der to 'save their soul. -

In the middle of winter, when distress
is greatest in the homes of the poor, you
go to the overburdened working-man

and you open your purse, saying: “If

you come to our Church, we will give
you all the necessaries of life ; you have
children ; send them to our schools, we
will clothe and educate them free.”

Your charity would be laudable did
you not add that impis>us condition.
Such a proposal is aimply an immoral
and sacrilegions traftic. The offer you
make them is this : *‘[n exchange frr a
few dollars, sell your fuith, your convic
tions, your son] '

Somie unfortunates yield to temptation
and become Protestants in winter,
hastening to become Catholics again in
the spring. or when seized by some mor
tal digease. They do wrong, beyond
doubt ; they cammit  Jdeadly sin b ex-
terinrly denying their faith, even when
they keep it in their breasts. Liut why
tempt them to thin sacrilegious impiety ?
Ladics, you might better employ your
zenl,

E. Hamox, 8, T,

THE POPE'S HEALTH,

The Majestic Spectacle at a Recent
Ceremonial at Wh ch His Holi-

ness Officiated.

Mr. James Creelman cubles from Rome
to The New York Journal: The 'ope’s
voice ringing vigorously over the heads

of the kneeling multitude in the Sistine
Chapel this morning was the best answer
to the declaration that the august
“ Prisoner of the Vatican” is dying. 1
watched Lim for an hour this morning,
while he assisteid at the Requiem Masu
in memory of Pine 1X | und his eye wae
as bright and his tones as clear and son
orous ar wnen I interviewed him in the
Throne room seven years ago.

A MAJESTIC SPECTACLE,

I. was n majesticapectacle as the Pope
entered the chapel on font leaning on the
arms of his assistante. He wore over hiy
white silk cassock a magnilicent trailing
robe of crimeon and gold, canght up with
golden clasps, and his shoulders were
covered with & cope of crimmson. the
mourning culor of the Pontifl. On his
head wus & wmitre of silver cloth, and his
banda were clothed in white ace.

The Pope's head drooped and his
shoulders were bowed with age, and as
he edv-need his hande trembled and his
head shook  His bice was bloodless, and
the lines abaut hi1s eyves and mouth were
deeper than ever.  His lips were parched
and his cheeks stnlcen, bal it must be
rtemembered that in w few weeks Leo
NI will be 87 years ohl, and for 1o
vears he has not bheen outside of ¢
Vutican grounds,

LEO'S REMARK ANLE VILOl,

But there is not a man of his ape in
the world who conld Lhave sy ken with
sich a voice as that which prononnecd
Absolution to duy.

After the Pope had knelt before the
altar he nscended to the dais and sap on
the purple throvne under the great canopy
of purple and gold, and pntting on his gold
rimmed spectacles he surveyed the gor
geous scene spread ont under that match-
less velvet on which Michael Angelo set
the supremeseal of his genius, while the
Sistine choir, robed in purple and white
lace, appeared in asmall bhaleony and
hurst into oneof Palestrina’s most snrerow-
ful choruses, led by the “*Angel of the
Luterna,” the like of whose thrilling
soprano has never been heard on earth,

HI1s PERSONAL APPEARANCE.

I conld see the Pope’slimbs shake and
his mi’red head nod while the ponderous
master of ceremonies adjusted his rohe,
He is by nature a tall man, but s bedy
is 80 bent now that he seems to he not
much more than five feet. iy once
smiling eountenance seemed stern and
austere; the wasting of his tlesh gave n
sunken look to his clear-brown eyes ; his
nes2 appeared to ba unusually promin
ent snd bony, and his mouth secmed
larger, & matter about which he is gen
crally very sensitive, and there wus n
pathetic—almort tragic—droop at the
corners of the lips. The triangular fur-
rows which marked the contraction of
his muacles on either side of his muuth
showed plainly the effect of the vener-
able man to conceal the ravages which
time has mude and to prevent the lower
jaw from drooping.

HIS MIND UNIMPAIRLL,

When the mitre was lifted from his
head I could see that his bair was thin-
ner than before and his delicate, large
ears stood out with startling distinctness.
Yet, notwithatunding all these changes,
he had the same old high glance ol au-
thority, and no one could look into that
commanding face this morning and be
lieve that his mind was failing or that
he was less & mun and Christian captain
than he was when he accepted voluntary
imprisonment 19 years ago.

I hrve seen the Pope many times in
the past few years, and I have talked
with him face to face for an hour, and I
am certain that I never saw mtronger
signs of intellectual vigorthan he showed
to day. o

FORCED 10 DO H\ARD WORK,

It is trae that he sometimes swoons
after unusually hard labor, but that is
an old story, and no man of his years is
called upon to doso much exhausting
daily work. The most vital eoclesias-
tical and political questions of Christen
dom are urged upon him day after day,

and neither Gladstone nor Bismarck
would undertake to receive the pumber
of vieitors he is forced to meet every
week. .

Stretched out in two long lines before
and at the side of the throne were
twenty-one cardinals wearing purple
robea for mourning. ermine capes and
scarlet skull caps. At th- feet of each
cardinal rat his train bearer in purple,
bouring his scarlet berctina.

At the Pope’s right hand stood Prince
Colonna, heredit ry Prince Assistant to
the throne. Beside him sat Cardinal
Purocchi. Viear General of R me, and
probable successor to the papal throne,

Carginal Batolli, now archpriest of the
great eathedral of Santa Maria Maggiore,
and the priveir al Roman adviser of the
Pope un Americun atfairs, sat in the
centre of the longest line ot eardinals

Arranged agninst the west wall were
hishops and archbiskops in parple, tall
monks robed o the feet in white, stant
cunons in snowy  ermines,  Orlental
priests in crimson and binck,

Beyond the screen of the chiaped st
the diplomatie corpa, bebind which were
the Homn nobles, resplendent in gold
lace and sashes of seariet, bine yeliow
and green, and glittering with atars anil
crosses il golden chaine  Beyvond
them stood the Knights of Malta, robed
in hlack velvel cloaks, bearing the croea
ol the ancient order, and towering np
among them the grand master, in white,

COURT LADIES THERK,

Acroes the aisle from the diplomatic
corps were the great ladies of the papal
court, dressed in black and wenring blnck
Ince mantilian on their heads, and iun
their rear were two high tribunes, deap-
ed with erimeon, green and golden ringe
crowded with swarthy priesta an ¢ sweet-
faced nune wad Liwle delisioas men and
women, who had come from the utter-
most corners of the earth tosee the Pope
perhaps for the Inst time.

Chattering und whispering in every
tongue known to civilized men, Greeka,
Armenians, Hungarinns, lialiany Hus:
siana Frenchmen, Englishmen, Ameri-
¢ s, Cunadinng, Spaniards, (rermans and
Dutchmen  formed contused  groups
swaying in the deep shadow of painted
walls.

IN ANCIENT COSTUMES,

Imagine this brillinnt pictore and im-
agine the great chamberlaing in mediney
aleourts coatitmen, with clanking sworde
and great white frills abhaut their throats,
toaded winh gold ehuing and gleaming
jewels, pacing the aisles bhetween tae
sorgeotty Swisk Guoirds, in plumed hats
and bearing  antigue hatherds, and im-
agiue the golden erested  helmets and
«hining bladesr of the neble gunad and
the donble ranke of Papal talfuntry with
gronmd-d  ritles st tiwe threshold, oo
overhead  the g¢lrione forus ot pro
phets, aybils, martvrs and angels, iad in
the midst of the hall diviee painted

symb lism the supreme myvatiry ol the
crentlon of man, Lireat spears of Hight
pirreed the vloom and Lt vy Michadd

Angelos story of the Lot Dadgient,
oluckened Ly eenturies of altar s nok.,

At the hivloaltar stood Cardisad Van
taeli, the afliviatiog priest. The chant
ol the Sistine chorr geew hinder and then
died awav in trembling, wailing en-
denecs. The Pope deseended tran his
throne and knelt before thedtur ;) clouds
uf incense ywirled above hia heatd ;) then
he re ascended the throne and sa there,

Again and again the Pope descended
and ascended the throne step amd knelt
down and stoad ap, and aeh time he
geemed Lo grow stronger st me re erect,
and when at the last he rend the abaolu-
tion his voice lilled the wnole hall, ois
eyes flashed and he gestured in the old
wry familinr to those who koew him
when he was young. Lvery word waun
pronounced witn cnergetic emphasis;
bis shoulders were atraightened and his
head was thrown baek, and the old rintle
wis on his face us he swept cut of the
chapel, surroundud by his attendoants.
Twenty years svemed to have tallen
from him.

MISSION AT sING SING.

Rev., Father Doyle, of the
Panlist Fathers,

The Catholics of Montreal, particular
ly those of S.. Patrick’s parish sare al-

ways pleasai to hear news of Rev, Father
Doyle, who won such 4 warm place 1
their hearts durtng the last Paulis
Mission. The following, taxen frum wy
exchange paper, will be found interest-
ing:—

‘The Rev. Alexander P. Doyle, of the
Paulist Fathers completed last Sunday
a week’s Mission services which be had
conducted jor the religious henefit of
the conviets in sing Sing prisan.  Tais
mission was begun at the invitation o!
the prison wothorities, tran-mitted
through the Rev. Father Creeden.
Father Doyle says of his work at Sing
Sing :

“Since Sunday morning I have been
preaching to between seven and eight
thundred prisoners a day. The enforce-
ment of the provisions forbidding con-
tract labor in the State prisons threw
thie men into absolute idlencus, which is
deleterious to morality and discipline.
It has proved a very consoling aud fruit-
lul work, although not without its difli
cultice.” Alter some days of earnes.
preachbing we have the prisoners now in
4 deeply religious condition «f mind.
The warden has expresse! himself as
highly pleased with the change.”

Givea by

Miss Annie Lynam, danghter of Mr.
P. Lynam, the veteran member of
the SA.A.A., wil be married on
Wednesday, the 24th inst. to Mr.
Edward Furst, of the Wic.isor Hotel.
The ceremony will take plaze at §t.
Patr.ck's. ,
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Aother Daily Paper in Dublin ¢
SE0.000 Capifal Stock.
The Commemoration cf the Cen~ '
tenary of ’38—Births and
Deaths The Workhouse and'

its Horrors News fronv
Nenagh and Other Centres—
The Foundation Stones of
Prospérity in Ireland

ey, Feb, 26.—COne of the chiet fea-
tures of the st week in politieal cireles:
s the fornmtion of adaint Stoek Cam-
pany fur the purpose of issuing a dnily
sdition of the Dublin Nation, the organ:
of the Healyitea. The proapretns which
s juat been jssned opena with a refers-
ence to the eansen which suggested the:
new pstablishment,

The new organization has purchased.
the interest. of Mr. Willinm M. Murphy in
the Weekly Nation, Irish Catholie, andt
Irish  Emerald, for the sum of £3,558..
ot of which he acerpta £1,0000 1n ahares
of the new Company. The eapital stock
ia lixed at £30 000, and is divided into-
30,000 shiares of £1 each, It ia payable,.
five suillings on application, five shil-
lings on allotment, and the balance na
may be required, which it in needless tor
say will aot be long delayed.  There are
two priesta and four laymen on the board
of provisional directors. The prospectus
denls witht the question of the prospects

of the venture in the most glowingg
termw,

——e

The approseh of tie centenary of 98-
in &1}l continning 1o evoke graat en-
thusinsm, tiee latest propoad in con-
nection with the commentoration of the
ovent being the ereetion of @ mwonament
' Dwyer, the inrargent ehief of Wick-
lox.

The Kiltarner correspondent of vhe
Cork Hepaldh v

Mre Clithord, the wite of o [uborer, in
homble cireamstanece rorbding ot Bar-
ey Moant wave birth 1o three sons, Dr.
Wor M =Sweenev, woo attended at the
cecomeinn Lt stutes that the triplets are
exeee Tnely bealthe nrad that they and
the morter are dedup wolll Stepw are
heing taken to being tlue o Xt raoedinnry
bivthowreder the st anghe Qaeen, withy
novies o reenring the Reoal bounty,
nsally civen in wach cases, M, Clif-

tord jv now the motter of foneteen chile
deengedl ot whomare Living.

The other side of the pictare may be
dwelt npon i the deattzs ol three per-
aons whose Hver, so taspenk . nonited twe
centurics. One ol theo, Martin Walsh,
died w Fiddown, Col Tipperary, lenving
a widow ninety five: anothier, Norah
Hanley, who died at Braree, Co. Lim-
criek, was over 100 venrs, and was con-
atdered te oblest woman in Manster,
The thicd, and oldest of the remarkable
centenarinn trin, wan Hannah M Longh=-
lin wuo died wl the extraordiunry age
of 112, There are write rs who oeeasion-
ally overlook the faet that Irelund is »

hend of contenarinum, bl Lthey write
either fran predindice or o Inek of
knowledpe.

At amerting of the City Gouna) F
Cork an invitation was read from 8
Finlan's congregation {(Protestant) i
viting the Mayor and membors of t] -
Conncil to attend the conseeration
Denn Archidall as Bishop of Killaloe i
the Cork Protestant Cathedral.  Ali.
Roche moved that the invitation bea-~
cepted.  When the mattor was calied 1o
the autention of Very Rev, Denn Me-
Swiney, Viear General, he insued the fob-
lowing letter to the Cork Herald :

St Patuiek’s Uresbytery, Cork,
Feast of 8L, Brigid, 1897,
Drar M. Emtor —Having secn in
the newsppers of lagt Satarday that Mr, -
Mayor Meade annminceed in the Councik
hie intentiou to be present on to morrow,
the Feast of the Puritication of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, at the religious
ceremonial in the Protestant Cathedml,
and that & Crtholic ex- Mayor, Mr. Roche,.
proposed & resolution inviting others tor
join in deing the same, [ feel that I.
would be wanting in my duty if in '@
Bishops absence [ did not draw 1:e
attention of those gentlemen, and of the
Caitholie people at Inrge, to the grave
sintalness and scandal of such an acti n,-
atrictly forbidden as it is nnder apeci 1.

penalties by the Divine and Ecclesiasti-- -
cil laws, Cel
The action of the Mayor hus been the- ~
cause of much eevere criticism in the-
preas and in the ranks of the Catholicgs - :

of Cork generally,

The prospect of an immedinie dis-

cussion of the Financial Relutions ques--

tion were somewhat dampered by the).:

announcement made by Mr. Balfour, @/,
few days ago, that the matter would not |

be considered until the middle of n'x¢ .

month. . o :
(Concluded on eightly page.)

o
N




