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YOUTHS' DEPARTMENT.

OURIOUS BETTY, -

Ounce there was & poor servant girl who, |

no matter how hard she worked, was
never able to please her mistress. Inthe
morning she wou'd xise long before day-

break and toil antil Iate at night, never
for & moment stopping her mop ox brush,
or taking any rest whatever But still
her mistress was not gatisfied and would
reproach her, oslling her an idle, lazy,
good for notbing creature, and threatened
her with dismissakh .

One day the mistress had & greal party
at her house, and Betty was so busy pre-
paring for the feast that she had not
alept Eor several previous nights, When
the company had._all gone home and
Betty had helped the last lady on with
her wrap, she returned to the kitchen.
There were stacks and stacks of dishes
to be cleaned, the clothes to be put to
sosk for to-morrow’s washing, besides
the yeast to set for\the bakipng, and the
dining-rrom to be ‘swept, the kitchen
scrubbed and everything put in order be-
fore she went to bed. ) '

1t was already late at night, and Betty
looked around at the work and sighed,
bemoaning her hard Iot. Sbhe was about
to begin washing the dishes when she be-
came 60 sleepy that she had difficulty in
keeping open her eyee.

#1 will lie down and take a ghort nap,”
ghe thought, “and be all the more re-
fresked and able to perform my work.”

So Betty lay down and slept what she
sopposed was & few minutes. When she
awoke the sun was streaming in the win-
dow, and springing from her couch, she
ran into the kitchen. But imagine her
surprise when she looked around and
wuw that all her work had been dome.
The washing she had left standing about
in baskets and tubs was nowhere to be

sean.

8he rau to the linen drawers and
peeped in. Not only was every piece
washed, but ironed as well, and neatly
folded away. The dishes were clean and
#bining, and arranged in order in the
cupboard. The bread box was full of
fresh made bread, and pies and cakes
siood in the pantry. The kitchen floor
was scrubbed, the windows washed and
the stove shone uatil one could almost
see one’s self in it.

What did it all mean? At first Betty
thought she was dreaming, or maybe she
had Iost her reason. Buntshewent about
a8 ususl, preparing the breakfast, and
vhen her mistress entered it was steam-
ing on the table.. After the morning
. meal her mistress came into the kitohen
. -and said ¢

“ Why, Betty, how smart you are, I
- ‘never saw yon have things so nice,”

Betty made no explanation, and that
night her mistrees came into the kitchen,
saying :—

“As the winter evenings are long, and
.yon seem to have 8o much time on your

ande. you can amuse yourself darning
these stockings,” and she laid & huge pile
'on the table. “Remember, they are all
& be ldone to-night,” said her mistress,

arply. .

Betty examined the stockings and ob-
warved that the heels and tces werw out
of moet of them, and no matter how
mapidly she darned she conld not finish
them in less than a week. However,
she sat down and worked bravely at ber
task, but at last, overcome with fatigue,
the again fell asleep,

. When sne awoke once more it was day-
light, and she began to tremble, thinking
bow her mistress would reproach her.
Hawever, when she looked at the atock-
ings, she observed they were all neatly
darned, far better than she could have
.do‘:.:e them had she labored a year.

Surely,” she thought, “the fairy folk
;‘9 helping me” but ahe said nothing to
er mistress, and as usnal went about
her work. ’
. The mistraes, seeing her work so. will-
ingly, gave her the next evening ail her
::l;ggcglotha, towels and napkins to hem,
“You can do thi .
hes Some his after-you get your

Betty did not attempt the sewing, but
b 1t lie on the table, and went off to
hed, Nor was she disappointed, for when
h 8woke in the morning. she found
i fol?im beauhfully«.hemﬁl’ed,'_'Fa,nd' neatly
‘0lded and placed in the linen closet. -
h eity quit complaining after thia, and,
. 1aying 80 little workito;g ;-became xosy-
3a l:lmp Y. ‘Whenever “she.:had *hard:
:uor % do she left it in the'kitchen, and
‘2 the morning it 'was-all” done,-: This

AERVEUS Jesitty
ANp.ALL ”

PWKD«TTBL%P

*

B

Business Cards

WILLIAM J. DELANY,
Importer ot Choice Qroceries, Wines and
Provisions and a kinds of
Cholce Fruits:

9567 8t, Catherine street, ocr. Nackay stroet,

Montreal. Bell Telephone No. 4830

J. J. KEATING & SON,

TEMPERANCE GROCERS,
287 BLLEURY STREET.
Lowest Prices fur Beat Goods.

GALLERY BROTHERR,
MERCHANT TAILOKS,

34 = Chabolllez - Sguare,
(Next Door to Dow’s Brewery.)

Shirts and Underwear a dpeotalty.

GALLERY BROTHERS,
BARERS : and : CONFECTIONEES,
Bread delivered to all partsoftheoity.
Cor- YOUNQ & WILLIAM STREETS

TELEPHONE 2885,

happy state of affuirs continued for
months, and no doubt would have lasted
the poor girl's lifetime were it not for her
foolish curiosity. .

She became more and more inquisitive
the easier her work grew; to koow who
ber friends were. At laat she made up
her mind to watlch, although she was

gardener, “niver to pry into the affaixs of
fairy folk.”

“ No gude iver comes of it, now moind
yer,” he said.

But Botty’s mind was made up, and
80 one night ahe went to her mistress and
inquired if she had any sewing to do,
saying she did not care to sit idle. The
mistress ransacked drawers and chests
and managed to hunt up some aprons,
handkerchiefs and nightoaps, as wellasa
few old stockings and mittens that need-

‘ed hemming and daraing.

Betty left the unwashed dishesstacked
high, the washing standing ia the tubs,
and on the table the flour, sugar and
fruit for the bread, pie and cakes, Then
she orept into the kitchen closet and hid
among the kettles and pans, Her posi-
tion was anything but comforiable, and
the time seemed very long. At last she
fell asleep.

The clock on the mantlepiece struck
12, and awakened Betty from her slam-
bers. She peeped out of the knot-hole
in the door, but all was dark. Just then
the moon came out from under a cloud,
and the kitchen was flooded with light.
And such a sight as Betty saw never was
seen before by mortal eyes.

On the moonbeams rode thoussnda of
the tinieat little fairies, each one loaded
down with correspondingly emall buckets,
brushes and scrubbing cloths. The cap-
tain drew them all up in line, and as-
signed to each company a particular
work. Some were to wash the dishes,
others to do the washing, a third com-
pany the ironing, & fourth the baking, a
fifth the sewing, and 80 on. .

A few hundred got cut their washing
aud drying cloths and went to work on
the dishes., Sometimes aa many as a
d.zen would get into & smglle cup or glasa
and almost Instantaneously give it such
& shining that it glistened,

After they had the dishes washed the
laundry work was attempted by Com-
pany B, as the ocaptain called theae
fairies. They carried with them fairy
bars of moap, and af-er stretching
the unwashed piece as many as a hun-
dred would scour it thoroughly. They
did not uee water, but removed the dirt
with the magic soap. After the washing
was done the ironers came forward, snd
jumping astride little sled-like irons they
flew about over the washed piece until it
glistened and shone as smooth and white
a3 any piece of work from a Chiness
laundry. = .. ‘ .

After this the bakers with white
aprons_and caps and sleeves rolled up
stepped to the table and began - their
work. Some made bread, putting in
fairy- yeast;- then they kneaded the
dough and made tiny loaves no larger
than bullets, Betty laughed ontright
when she saw the small roll of dough

‘but - atrange to say, when it came out it

warned by old Tommy O'Lesry, thelb

put in the pan and-placed in the ven, f

had filled thie pan and waa the tsuslsise. !

The cakes and pies were no larger than
small sized butions when they went in
the oven, but when they came oat, like
the bread, they filled the large pana.

. The sewing next ocoopied tbe atten-
tion of the fuiry seametresses, and eoon
the towels, napkins, tablecloths and
aprons were all bemmed, not by bhand,
at on tiny fairy sewing machines.
Next the stockings were darned, win-
dows washed, stove polished and the
kitchen scrubbed.

“We're done,” shouted the fairies.
forming 1n a ring and dancing around
the kitchen,

* No, yor’re not,” said the head fairy.

“You haven’t cleaned the pot closet.”

Betty trembled when she bheard this,
and tried to creep into a large brass
kettle. But the door was thruown open
and a crowd of little people with soap,
sorub buckets and brushes, tumbled and
fell into the closet, The Captain helda
fairy candle up. Itse flash revealed

Batty,

Thelight was extinguished in & eecond,
the fairies inatantaneous!y disappearing,
and Betty was left in darkoess.

Nor did they rver come back, and ever
afterwards Betty had to work hard, never
again being helpad by the fairies.

FOQURLEEN MAJORITY.

MR, CHAMBRERLAIN'S AMENDMENT WAS DE~-
FEATED.

LoxpoN, Feb. 18.—The House of Com-
mons $his evening rejected, by & vote of
297 t0 288, Joseph Coamberlain’s amend-
ment declaring it to be againat the pub-
lio interest that the time of the House
be wasted u on bills which the miniaters
admitted would not pass when measurea
involving grave constitutiona! . ohanges,
which should be considered without de-
Iay, had been announced.

Sir Wm. Harocourt, chancellor of-the
exchequer, looked after the Govern-
ment’s interest in the debate preceding
the divison on Mr, Chamberlain’s motioa.
He referred to the Oonservative demand
last voiced by Lord Balisbury on Satur-
day, that the Government appeal to the
country on the Hume Rule 1s3ue alone.
There never had been, he declared, and
there never would ke & general election
with a single issne, The ministers re-
garded themselves as absolutely bound,
until condemned by the H ;use of Com-
mons, to prosscute the policy which they
had been delegated to carry out.

After the division Sir William moved
the closure of the debate on the address.
The motion was carried by a vote of 279
t0 271, and the address was agreed.

—
OHURCH AND SPATE IN FRANCE

Pazis, February 18—The Chamber of
Deputies, has by a vote of 305 to 205, re-
jected a motion for the separation of
Chureh snd State, and alsg, by & vate of
879 to 111, refused to suppress ths budget
for the Ministry of Pablic Woraaip.
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