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OUR PARL.IAMENTARY PROTEUS;
OR, THEf ENRERGRTIC BEING AND THE THREE GREY SISTERS.

" What these hon, gentlemen remaind me of is. a star>' which those
of us who have classical rcminiscences wviil rememhcr. I refer ta
the oid Grck stori of how Proteus sets out- to get the head of the
Gorgon, and he bas go to the hypebocean regions, behind the north
wnd," ta see thse three gre>' sisters and ask from tbemn where he shall
find the Gorgon. And he finds the three gre>' sisters. Thcre they
are, beneath the moon, sitting on ice. They have oni>' one eye
among the three, and onc toath, and. the>' sing a doleful song of haw
the old days were better than ihe present, and they hate thse sua and
thse presence of this young energetic Greek, halJ divine, and of a
heroism neyer before equallcd-this Proteus who %vas bound on a
mast dangerous task, ta get thse head of that Medusa, which, once
lookcd on, would turn the anlooker int stanc. The sight of this
energetic being angers themn like the sight of the sun, and the>' singthse same manotanous wail of how the old times were better than

me to'teli you plain>' that I regard the present sad condi-
tion of things as being really your fanit. You start at
this serjous charge. But sir, let nme ask, what was your
attitude as public monitor, when, some years ago, the
-country was shocked by the Pacific Scandai? You reply,
no doubt, that on that occasion you rpse in ail yo 'Ur
majesty and forced the guilty parties ta retire frorn office.
True; but what after that ? Did you maintain the
majestic attitude ? No, sir. Within five years you so far
modified your abhorrence that the very sarne men came
back to p6weiagain. Andwhen we consider just how they
camne back, itdeepens the blame which it appears torme
you must bear. They carried a general election by -an
apipeal not to the intelligence but to the cupidity of the.
people. What wer e you about to allowv such a thing as
this to corne to pass? Is it flot one of yaur principle
functions to protect thse public mimd against the entrance
of ignoble ideas ? Yet in this case, by your supineness,

thse present, and haw the>' haie the sun and the adisenturous beo.
When Proteus intrudes on tbem anc wants thse eye that she ma>' sec
hini, and the ather wants the tooth that &be may bite him, and the>'
pass the eye fromt the one ta thc other, and they pass thse toath from
the one ta the other, just as aur friends do here. The tootis whieh
aur friends pass arotund is tise exodus, and tise eye %vas mnade in a
Yankee workshop and can oniy sc cuia in anything Canadian.
Stili they hate tise sua, tise sun of Canada's prasperit>', which ai the
presýent bour, is shining above them bright and clear-aye, brigisi
and cicar and in, as nations gn, an unciauded sky-and, the sun of
the future may be felt b>' any man of prophetic vision, any man of
prophetie sense. sa, to speak ; but the>' hate it ail, and the>' sing the
same doleful sonq of how the oid times of deficits were better tisan
these days. "-Neihalas Flood Davén, i Biedge! DebaaP.

you permitted the peaple to fali so low tliat they were
willing to restore impenitent wrongdoers to thse highest
places on the promise that the National Policy wvould fil[
their pockets with gold. What we are now indignant at
or mourning over is nothing but thse natural autcorne of
that great error. You appacently threw up your commis-
sion at the time, and, as I have atready said, you have ever
since been of no account in the Daminion. It waq com-
monly reported, in fact, that you were dead, but this I arn
glad to know is flot true. I hope you wvil1 take the present
opportunity of atoning for your fault by proving yourself
very much alive indead. You ought ta lose no. time in
so affecting the people of this country that they ivili
demand and secure the expulsion frorn power of every
boodier and knave, and make it hereafter impossible for
such croakedness as these investigations has revealed
ever to be irnitated in our annals. Yours, sir,-,.
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