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THE RULING PASSION.
AFFIDAVIT EDIrOR-" Dearest Mathilde, can you doubt the

strengtb and sincerity of my lave?
MAT-HILDE.--' Swear it, Alonzo, swear itl1
AFFiDAVIT EDITOR ( sU)-I swear-Nve have the largest

circulation of any daily paper in Ontario!"

A YANKEE HANDLE.

L ONDON, MAY i.-Divers rumors bave warmed
thcmnselves inoprint e- h aelittie Domestîc

Conference at Sandrîngham. It is serni-officially
announiced ta have been rnast Eddiet'ying. Mr. J. Sulli-
van looks knawing. Suggests an Arnerican match. P.
ý.Vrales, Esq., thinks it a trifie sulphurous. His son
rushes ta the front. Has hie not seen Sir Edward
Sullivan in the ring, as champion of Ainerican boxers?
Fresh in the regal mind is a vision of basebal-in the
ivet. Buffalo Bill forms a Cody-cil ta the Royal wvill.
The young prince is ardent in bis appeals ta be allowed
ta bave bis hair cut and go west, youlig mian. Demo-
cratic vistas carry in their train pictures of broncha-
breaking, lian-hunting, wrestling witb byperborean
bears, robbing banks, cracking impassible whips, flipping
flues from the left ear of a fiery ox, shoating sixpences
with a revolver out of tbe hand of a fair damsel an a
distant horizon. Here, however, his ardor receives a
check at the thougbt tbat it must be high treason ta
shoot at his grandinather's image and superscription.
Highi treason begets in bis mind thrilling scenes of
lynching. At length, nevertheless, yaouthfiil ardor pre-
vaîls, and it is decided ta send him ta Am-erica ta learn
farming. The advertisements in the Nableman's Spr
and County Gent's Pasthne are conned over by grave
councillors. Major MacTavish MacMurdo receives an
answer ta bis ad., and, having settled on tbe prcmiunl,
resolves to buy a farm in the Far West. No reférences
needed-it is sufficienit that hie is a retîred militia officer,
and bas great agricultural acumen, having spent the last
thirty years in raising and perfccting a brilliant crop ao
oats-the O. feroces of the batanist. Next the wardrobe
lias ta be considered. Riding undermentionables, velvet
sbooting coats, cordurays (as being niost suitable ta a
prince of the royal blaad>, top-boots of patent leather,
guns, repeaters, revolvers, saddles, fishing-rods, landing.
nets, bunting-crops, and a yellow horse-rug, with large
black and red stripes, as being a welcornc addition t
camping out on a saddle otherwise than bis own. This

said rug, in a moment of econoîny, is obtained second-
hand, almost new, from a cab-stand, to prevent possible
opposition iii Parliament,. where such a grave considera-
tion of supplies mighit enid in a dissolution. Great dis-
cussions as to whcthcr to take a kilt. It is objected to
on the score that an American match can neyer be
struck on such ternis. AII's ready. A gold watch from
bis father, a silver life-preserver from his mother, and an
emblernatic half-crown ftom bis granddame, see hira off.
He boards the steamer. Accosts the skipper, who
appears in Persian lambskin cap and mitts, which make
the royal hand wince, and remniids that functionary that
lie carnies J. Coesar and bis fartunes-which is correct,
as Parliamient bas noi yet decided on the allowance ta be
made for youthiful indîscretion. He hastily seeks the
cabin.

CADE'S CUTLAS.s, KAN., _Jzly.-The beir is cloudy-
otberwise than apparently, the atmosphere is serene.
The suni is sending a last gleam of red over the veranda,
on which a figure in overalls sits, reclining against the
green and white post. The moan is already in the heav-
enis, and the stars begin ta appear. A soft rustling, and
atnother figure, this tirne a femiale, appears. Light cotton
gown, low shoes, Venus di Medici. Together they in
silence count nine stars; this is the eighth representa-
tion of this tragic performance; to-niorrow wvill be posi-
tîvely the last, and they will speculate on the probable
reward of such constancy. They are busily engaged
shelling peas. She is first ta break the silence, and, with
a half-sob, asks the meaning of bis marked attention ta
the young lady that trinis bonnets in the store, in giving
bier candies at the fair that day ? He replies in a
lt quoqite argument decidedly detrimental ta the charac-
ter of ane jacobus Heckmann, who appears to be a cow-
boy. Eventually more candies are produced, and the
figure in averaîls rids himself of a quid, and exchianges it
for a nigger's-toe. The moon gets paler, and they
sit closer. The, arm encircling weds wvith the flowing
tresses that have escaped from the Mikado roIl. Soft
whispered vows-but we draw a veil. The harsb dis-
sonance of the aId man, and a vision of grog blossom,
long grey beard and sbaved upper lip. Hasty adieux
and a click-of the gai den gate. All is still.

S. GoINr.

A SCIENTIFIC MYSTERY.

OUR DAIRYMAN (zZd.-It's queer, but the water is pure
and so is the milk, and yet as soon as you put the two together,
they cail it adulterated 1 "
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