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would be & foroe gu ome side of the
plenets ard other hédvenly bodies- caus-
ing them lo approsch, -and seon chaotic
vuin would bo the result, . . - ..

\What is timet - “ A measured portion
of cternity.” "And . -what iz ‘elernity!
+ Time without measure.” Can we’ con-
coive of it? "Noj but we kuow there
must be sontething corregpoudiug to the
term. LThough we . can net explsin or
Jescribo it o _

1t way them the soundest philosophy
which St. Paul was uttering when he
told the Corinthians. **We see all thing-
cuigmatically by menns of a micror”;
that is, we seé only their reflection and
pot the things themselves. 'Wo know
of things as they manifest themselves to
us by the changes they uudergo and by
their indtence one upon another.

How motion is produced is as much a
mystery as how the mind of oue man can
act upon the mind of another, or how
the Spitit of Gon acts upon our - &pirit.
As the two lormer acts nre not dishelieved
Lecause hevond our comprehension, why
shuuld the latter bo?  Aro we to reject
the mysteries of the spirit world, becanse
we can ol explain them when. we do
nat reject the mysleries of the natural
workd for ihe same reason? Certajuly
not ; for the preponderance of the agu-
ment is in favorof the spivit world. The
it things are those which are wnseen.

Let then no reasomable man reject the
ible w-cause it coutains things hard o
he quderstood.  1f we fail to compre-
liemd - earthly things” which ought te
be vasy of comprehension it any thing
i5,should we expect fully to understand
 heavenly things," which from their
very mature are beyond the grasp of our
intellect 1

But perhaps you think there are no
mysteries in mathematies. 1t is the
favorite boist of would-be philosophers
that wathematics is ome of the exact
scicnees, and its resulls always certain
and reasonable. Tet us examiune this
nalter. It is laid down in all treatises
on Geumetry that two parallel lines are
always equidistant, aund can. mever ap-
proach, however much they may be ex
tended.  Of course it follows if two
lines arg mot parallel, they will meet if
sufficiently produced.  That is, if
they -are mot paratlel, they can le
made to meet. Every school boy know
that, and yot it i< not =o; for it is possi-
bleof the asymputites of a parabela to
be forever meeting awl never come in
confactm, You say that is a contradiction,
and we qiiile agree with you; and yul
geometiiciaps tell us we must believeit ;
and Professor J. Y. Johnson of Londou
speaking of these lines says. “ How-
ever improbable their” existence, it can
casily be proved.” How ‘auy one cin
prove that which he knows to be a cou-
tradiclion we do not underake: to say ;
we leuwve that for those' whose readiness
to receive the deductions of ¢ s¢ienen is
equalled only by their readiness to rejeci
the teachings of Gov's Holy Word.

We might 1lsa ask, what.is the bond of
connection between our sculsand bodies 1
Hew do our bodies grow? How is our
life preserved from day to day; how is a
pluant produced froma single - seed, and
how is it that cach seed producesits own
kind of plant? There are: multitudes of
questions which we might ask, hut which
no one could answer; for there: are
multitudes of things which “we all he-
lieve though we can not éxplain them

If then it is not ineredible that theré
should Ve things in natutre above our
comprchension why.should it be incredi-
ble that there should be things cqually
ineredible in the seriptures? The lead-
mg truths of the Bible, howuver, such
as Gov's existence, our . Lord’s inearna-
tion, death, resurreclion und. ascension,
though mysterions and incomyrehensible,

are in no wise more o than many things

which we accept and. act upon; though
inexplicable. ‘The only. question is; las
Gop revealed Himself to us, and not, can
he do <o, or ought his revelation 1o bs eo
plain that no one could fail filly. 1o
enderstand it - .. ST

Indeed the very fact that there are hard

passages jn the Bible is' ax argunient ix

its fiivor; for if it wero all easily undéy
sioll, we might  very justly conclnde

it was merely 3 human couposition;: for

all books that 2 man-
understoed * by ‘man.
contrary, the Biblobe a

has ‘written can be

other book -has been;.lor:in-a - certain
sense all’ good hooks are since

inspired ‘we" shonld
find in it m
deep fot us.”

. But’ if on” the
contr i n inspired bipk—=
inspired, that is jn a respect.in.which no

! are: inspiréd; wince| ; ©
all good thoughts drb the' Fesalte'of Phe] cieg
Holy Spirit's influerioe—if the Biblate
naturally - expeot.tof
nany” $hings: 06~High _or too

We ought then to accopt the tratheas

it is revealed to us; rejecting mothiug,
bat believiug it-all: living up to.it,and
acting” out the good: principles it con-
tains.  Those matters: which are most
important for ‘us to know are very clearly
made known. - No one- can mistake the
Creed, the - Lord's - Prayer and:the Teu
Commandments. * If he  believea  these
and lives by them, he ‘will have’ fulfilled
his duty. We ought to_ jmprove wha
we do know, rather than perplex and dis
wess _ourselves  with what -we do no
know; and- a8 we grow: older aud betlo:
e shall' bs more competent to undel
stand what is now dark and mysterious,
The Holy Bible was given usto be
our guide in_life no-less than: our cou-
fors in death, No one hag™ yet regretted
that he has believed that .book and acted
according to its teaching; but multitudes
have lumented, when too late, ihat they
did not follow it. .
There is a definite faith revealed which
all must aceept who hope for “happiness
here or hereafter. This contains all
which it is best for us: to know while in
this world, and will ennble us to con-
duct ourselves so-as to be admitted into
the other world. whore we shall know as
wo nre known. :

Let us then hear the' conclusion of the
whele matter. Wé should not reject the

Bibl: on account of its difficultics, be
citse T — '

1. Wao are learners hers, mere children
in compraheision and intelloct.

3. We seo things but very imperfectly;
unly as revealed in their reflected images.
We sce the reflection, and not the very
tiings thewselves,

3. Thero are mysteries in the world of
nature as in the world of spirit.  As-
trunowy, I’bysies, Geometry, Chemistry
and Meehanics all contain truths beyond
our camprehension. ’

4. We believe these things though we
cin notfexplain ‘them. o

-~ 5. We ought to treat the truths of the
ible in the same just imanuer; not dis-
parnging the Book becauss of its difhi-
cultics, but accepting what is'clear, and
waiting patiently for the ‘time when it
shall be made perfectly intelligible to us.

WESI{EYAN TESTIMONY TO THE
CHURCII'S WORK.

Tug following unwilling testimony. to
the Chureh’s zeal and growth in Ingland
will be of interest :

At the recent Wesleyau Conferenco,
the statistics of the Society, which show
‘ed a dimivution of 93¢ niembers, led to
axine inleresting conversations on “The
Work of Ged” In particular great
stress was lain on the fact that 64,000
persons had been received during the
year vn trial, and ne fewer than 43,201
as full members; so that, as there has
only been 5,572 deaths, the resl loss was
no less than 37,729 .

Dr. Rigg believed the main-reason to
be tkat other Ministers: had multiplied-
who were doing the .work of preaching
and Pastoral Visitation- in-n measure and
with a power unexampled - He said:

“I believe that this.is the great; wide
cause which we meet - with everywhere.
[ am sorry to say that some Churclies
which 1 know ate crowded where the
Chapels. are very poorly attended, and
that the Chapels in-those places dre as
scantily.attended as- the ¢ hurches used
10 be three generations, ago; and-every:
body knowsthat this is true. Of course
we cannot wish that theie should ‘be
less zeal in'the Church.” We may say as
regards. ourselves that - we are as.good as
our fathers, . I dare say we are; and
some of youithatare younger, better than
we who are older. But it isa harder
light to-day than-it was thirty years ago,
{ Theh. we -couid- go and -prepcli, and we
had no. competitors,- and,. wherever we
.went, our Chapels weuld ‘be filled. -Now
it-'ia cantest ‘and..competition ~ every:
owheres? oo L s Sl T
. ‘Dr. Osborn said he hai been watching
the religious condition of the country for
more than half & century; and he had no
hesitation ‘in “saying’thut” he~ did not be-
liove ‘there ever was siich’ a'ravivilof'fe-
ligion ag™ that of which the- Estublishséd
Chutch- -of this eounitry has ' beer ths
subject during tho’last half century: - '

» ..

; b its’ origin, efféet, t

cieg, and _reslts, thieré ia . nothi

-etclesidstical - history that can " be .
gide by.side with'it. "I do not enter
dofails; but I know - a place’ in:'which

~."¢he Clergy are patterns to all -Christian

rof the city, and ahout two miles from-its

Ministers of every kind and _distinction,
in’ zeal, in - untifing - Jabor. . - They seem
to” me 10 live in_ the Chureh, sxoept
when they are in the school or in the
houses of the people. - They have such a
judicious ues made of the  Church’s gifts
that the effect is to swoll the congrega:
vion; and o with cight Setvices a day
with” five men always’ at work visiting
vonrding-schools und day-schogls—and re-
-nember that means laying hands upon
voung people in & plastic state, holding
Bible Classes, Sunday School toachury’
lusses, in  one way _ or other giving up
heir whole time to the work—is jta
wonder that Churches are crowded? They
can adopt all our means exeept tho class:
meeling. They can, use-private influence
aud public influonce, and influenco of
overy degree, and they do it.  And it is
impossible to expect thut you can have
the same facilities of access to the people,
or the same influence as you had fifty
yoars ago." ‘

Inan aiticle on theso discussions, the
Methodist feen-der says:

“No Church probably gains so many;
n¢ Church probubly loses so many.  We
do an immenss business, we craploy »
vast capital, and wo show large returns;
but when we come to tate stock and
halance our accounts we have amassed|
but little profit. Wy rnise members, buf
wo fail 1o retain them; we grow workers,
earnest, zealous workers, but we do not
suitably and adequately employ  them,
ami they Jeave us to fill other pulpits and
oceupy other spheres, and eullivate other
fickls.  There i1s no Churck that gives so
much 4o other Churches and gets back so
little.  In overy department of Christian
activity and serviee, from the highest to
the lowest, you may find hundreds and
even thousands who were reared and
trained in Methodism, who are the fruiu
of Methodist teaching snd influence,
and who carry with them the warmth
and fervor of Methodist zeal, but for
whom Methodism, from some reason or
other, has not found an abiding howe or
a suflicient sphoro.  This is a startling
fact.”

BISHOI" OF ONTARIO'S
LABOURS.

THE

Tur Tishop of Ontario, Canada, says
that he has confirmged~ 25000 porsons.
since his consceration in': 1862, 8 000 of
whom were accessions from differcut de-
nominations, and that during that time
1330 new churches have been built in his
diocese. S

The New KEra yprints the above under
Roman Catholic news; will'it please cor-
reet its mistako, and inform ‘is readers
that this n=t a Romish, but a Chureh of
England item. o
e
Tnrese wise worls are worth remom-
‘bering : - Repentance without amend.
ment is like pumping in a ship without
stopping the leak.” .

MANITOBA.

WixyipEG—ST. Jonx's CATHEDRAL AND
CovLege— Tur UNIVERSITY. oF
MaxiTona. -

(Frmn Correspondence of the Living Chureh.)

A short distance beyond the limits ‘of

ceniral Dusiness porlion, - is . situated,
Bishop's Court the see residence. of the
Bishop and Metropolitan of Ruypert's
Land. The Most Reverend Rabert Mach-
my, D.I)., LL 1., is the presont ‘Incum-
bent of the See ; and hooxereisogjurisdic.
‘tion over a lerritory covering ‘an-area of
300 miles from east to west, W
* Up to the yeir 1875, this was all one
vast djocese ; but, in that yedr, it was sub;
divided into four—Rubeért's Land, Moo ]
sonce;, Saskatchewtn, - ‘and- Athabasca,
each.of whieh has ils own episcopal super-
vision ; and,’ over the whole, Dr.” Mach-
my is Metropolitan, In _what may be
termed the areh-diocess, . there .iro now
30 clergymen, most of whom are . scttled
‘within the Provineo of Manitoba, -7 " -
"Thore -are thrce organized; parishes,:and
‘as: mhny churches, in the ¢ity.of Winni
P'-’»g—.HOIY Tri‘uity , of Whlchr-th.e.f.lz.e,‘f'of
‘Forlin. B'A, is Rector, and which 1s self-
supporiing; St . Jomes,'ths. incumbent
of -whichis the Rev. C.. Pinkham;; and
Christ  Church’.in chargs of; the

Jose to Biahop's Cour s Sk Folin's
ege -and _under the same roof,.

-

¥ John's; School ,for  boys.. .As. soon-as

praciteable an offort will be made for. the |is.inte

Tlieologioal - and University Mudeats..

Winnipeg, kunown as “The University ¢f
Manitoba, "consisting at presont-of three
affilinted Colleges—St. John's, reprosent-
ing: the Aaglican Chureh’y St. Beniface.
represnting the Roman Comwunion ; and-
‘Manitobw, representing thio Presbyterians.
Others’ will doubtless bo connected with
the Univarsity from time to time. It s
goveraed by a Council cousisting of o'
Chancellor, a Vice ~Chaticoilor, suven

ropresontalives, olected by oach afiliated

College, three elected by the graduntes of
the l?uiversily, and one by cach of the

two scctions (Protestaut and Rewan

Catholicjof the Baard of Klueation:
The Bishop of Rupert's Land is the pre-

seut Chancellor. The oxporiment of

such a University as this is, 1 beliave,

unique ; and 1 was informed that it bids
fair te he aa eminent success. I havea

word or two morete say nbout St. John's,

The meutal and intoliectual trnining at”
that Institutieu, is wo sham. 1t has haen

my privilage to ses some of the Examin-

ativa Papers in several varions branches,
Clissical, Seientilic Mowml. and Mathom-.
atical ; and T vonture io say thal they

would not be unworthy of any of tle

colleges, sither of outr own country, orofl”
the old world.  Asn matter of fact, St.

Jolhn's Collegs hus already turnod ~ont

soveral most ablo and distingnished mon ;

amony whom I niay mention the Hon. J

Norquoy (the present Irime Minister),

Ao K. Sobister, LL 1., Master of the

Stntionor's Schooo! it Loudon, and Edit-

or of the leading Educational Journal in

England,  The college is ulio one of the
chief moteorological stations for the Dom-

inion ; in fact, ia the contral station, to

which ll tho rost refer, '

But I must spenk, also. of another edi- -
entional enterprise  in conneclion with
the diocese. almoet half a wmile from the -
sollege and lying between it and tho
city is the “St. John's.Collego Ladics'
Sclioot "ol which the Metropolitan is Pre-
sident. Itis a handsome aud spacious.
building of lrick, with every conve- -

crected.  The diocese is indebted for this-:
Institution, in o large measure, to'n pro- .
minent Euglish clergyman, the tidings of
whose and aud (as men sponk) untimoly
doath has so recontly reached our shores.
L aliude to the Iale Rev. Henry Wright,
wlo, at the time of his sudden snmmens,
was Prebendary of 5t Iwul's, and ITon-
orary Secrotary of the Church Mission-
ary Society., Iow litlle did we¢ either
of us imagine, as the good Bishop was
telling ‘me, with gratitude and afloction,
of alt that Prebendary Wright had done
in nid of ‘the work in lis diocese, that
Jjust threa duys Lefore. the wators of Lhe
heautiful Comberland lake hind closod over
tho lifcless. form of his much loved
frend’! St."John’s College Ladisw' School
at Winnipeg, will bo nfitting wemorial of
our_deceased’ brother; since. by minking
a most geiierous donation, he inguguratecd
the ellort, which, having been eubse:
quently aided witli. great liberalily, i1,
other ‘quarters; bas proved n grand auc |
coess, The oullay for ils completion
amounted to- $24,00). ~ Fhe Rev. Can-
on Grisdale is Rector of the Sehoel, nud
the Vencrable Aiclideacon Cowley is
Chaplain.. =~ ’ .
- Thaore ig o great deal more that Ishould -

portant’ institutons, if the space. ab my
command . would. permit. - - But. I must
hasten on to o subject of commanding in--
terest - in_ the -founding and working of:
new dioceses in this great West: I mean,
the Cathedral -Syatem. - In' the immedi- -
ale neighbourhood of - the Episcopal: Rest-.

.| dence and of the College, is a plain stono

building, in the s.mple form of a paral-
lologram, ‘and capablo-of holding a con:
‘grozation of - nbout two hundred and fifty.
Thiy is St, John's Cathedral,  the Mother
Church of the.diocese, built cighteon.years,
ago. - The, Dean and Chapter are incorpo-;
rated by, an , Act of the Legislature; and .
there.is a,body of Statues. framed by, the’
‘Metropolitan, as nearly es™circiimstancas:.
‘would- permit, after those of the Lnglish
Cathedral. The Capitular Body . consist of-
a Dean snd'six or more' canons, whoso -
main functionsare—to conduct the regul- .
dr services in the. Cathedral Church, to -
have: .spiritual charge of.the. souls con-
nected” with it ; to form a. Council for

; |the Bishop; according to his discretion ;

Aol h?tha,m"’?ﬁi‘ln :W?rk ;f;%:mﬁ::
cese, and(for the. presant).in .the, Edueat..;
ional work of St.'John's College,. eape>-,
iri.the Theological Department.: Ii:,
that endowments :shall attachfo -

erection of more suitable bnildmgeboth to:all

for Collego and School, as'well as for the

This mention of the Univeraily ieads rite *
to speak of an._Institution leocated at-}h

nionee for the purpose for which it-was |

gladly say with vespeet to these two im- }-

o (athedral offices ; and, in point |

of fact, two ol the ocanonrios ive alroad)
0 endowod.:  For the present, the Dis
bop himself -acts as D receiving,
owever no omoluwent for the discharge
of the duties apportaining to the office.
Conneccted with the College, and with
tho Cathedral as a Collogiat Churoh, there
ia a valuablo tract of land -(6n & portion
of which all tho presont buildings stand),
tunning along the river hank for about n
third of a mile, and exlonding back for
four miles, It compriaes ot wuch shorl
of ono thousaud scres, nind miaat sventu -
all—aud that, too, at no distant period—
b3 extrowmely valuable, )
- It will bo evident from-the forogoiug.

3tatoment of all the work that had beon

done, and that iw still going on, in con-
oection with the Cathedral, the Collegn
aud tho Schools at Winnipeg, to sny not-
hing o tha missionary work: sccomplish-
od in other parls of the diocose, that both
tno Bishop nud his clergy are, emphatic-
ally, dusy men.  With such.a Righop, u
man would liave to work, or flud snother
sphoro of duty, In faet tho work that
has boen done so far can” havo reeulted
from nothing less than unromilling labor,
Morover, hutween tho Bishop and- the
clorgy by whomw he is surreundad, the
warmest afleotion and the most porfect
confidouce appoars 1o oxisl.  They work
togethor in harmony, having for their sole
aim the glory of their Divine Muaster and
the woll-boing of 1lis Body, tha Chueh,
which o bought with the prico of lis
precious Blood.

3

Correspoudence.

The colomna of 'Tur Cnionont Guanpias -
10ild Ve freely open t all who may toich
to use them, no matier what the writer's
tiews or opinions may be; but -objection-
alle personal language, ; or doctrines con-
travy to the well understood teaching of
the Ghurek 1will not be admitied.

——

FABLE OF PROIBITED DEGREES.
iTo the ldjtars ofﬁl-v-‘(.?hurch Guardian }
Sin,—Our Legislatitre, in altempling

vincial Synod decided,—1iak
thoe wrong dircetion,

A good deal hins bLoen snid about tho
action of tho Papal pricsthood in this
mniter. 1 would tel), for the bensfit of
your readers, what n faithful laymen
of that communion thinks of the mar-
ringe with'a decensed wifu's sistor. e
said of the twa: “1t'is worde to marry
the wife’s sister (han one’s own, for tho
former 'is n gpiritual rolationship eon-
tracted’ through the Holy Sacrament of -
Matrimony, "whilo' the ather is but a
relatiohehip of fullen nature.” )
We niny not sec ‘it in this light, bul
surcly it will be strange if tho taught in
the Papal Church should have higher
spiritual discerument than their teachora ;
but the ¢hicf end I have in writing is to
suggest that if any naltoration bo inado in
the Table -of Prohibited Degrocs, it
should be in direction of addition —viz ;"

ing n slop in

by cnacting that— =~ =~
" A man mmliiol wmarry : e
31. Hin father's hrother's daughtor.
52 His father’s sister’s danghtor. "
"33. s mother's brothnt's gnnghtor.
i+ 34. His mothor's sistor's doughter,
And that— = 00 oo o
A woman may'not marry:
31.  Hor father's brother's son. = -
° 32. Her fither's sistor’s son.
33. Her mother's biothor's son,
34, Mor inother's sisterason. - .~
This is a matler ncf of afinity, bul of
condangu J
siming, o oo b
- The- marviega - of thoso: thus sglated ia
productive of the:very worst ‘1eaulls ‘in.’
the: offepring; and: productite’sf Very

]
uedless : waifs of : humanity::in ‘ohr p%

r
houecs; whoes sad’ fate is

the ‘rosult of .

damb’ and- blind asylame; and count I
2

waa iin o hoasd-not’ meny: -hours: e,
where the' ‘head of’ the~house worgaiar:

though from40.vo 50:years-of sge,von]

perhaps; but: the-mme:}
from : thége - marrisges.”:: ‘Will: ‘noti thé s
legislature; in-tho'interesta‘of: the hifiian-~
species; and-:of en's: species; tak ‘
action in this'matter?.* - .77 -

HETE S I

Ju
e
35

the. infatuation. of ‘cousins: marrying. -1

o sbmo >
e

to relax the Marriage Law, is, as the Pro- '

inity, in common plirase, * cour-

henvy charges upon the Tato pAyers. “Lét . =
any one: study.-the - statistios ot lunatie -
and idiot-dsylams;: drthopeedic,! du&{:;uqzl_";f’; "

| ¥

ried cousins--octogenarinn—sand tha¥are =
hampored with six: ont-of: eight:childrén
childrén yet s -far_as- capabilitics:go—-i . -

2 (women) able so much"aﬁvw."‘vtio»ch;éi{’::' D
own shoes;” to ude the fathor's expression, -
©_‘We all know:the tesulte’~less in-degres--
kind=<driting * -



