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CONVOCATION OF PROVINE OF CAN.
TERBURY,

The Upper House, at its last meeting, adopted
the following rules as to Sisterhocds, Deacon-
esses and Brotherhoods:

I. Bisterhoods.

1. That those who enter a Sisterhood shaunld
be permitted, after an adcquate term of proba-
tion, and beirg not less than thirty years of
age, 1o urderiake life lorg epgagements to the
work of the community, provided that such
engsgements be rubject to release, on cause
shown, by tbe Bishop of the diocese in which
the Bisterhoed in establirhed,

2. 4bat the form of such engagements
shouvld be s promire msde at the time of ad-
m‘zsion before the Bichop or his commiseary.

3, Thbat -the statutes of the community
ebould be savotioned by the Bichop under his
band, and not be changed withont his approval
gignified in like manner.

4. That no statuotes should contain sy pro-
vision which would interfere with the freedom
of any individoal Sister to diepose of her p-o-
perty 8s she thinks fit,

5. That no branch house of a Sisterkood
ghould be establiched, or any branch work
undertsken in apy diocese, without the written
coneent of the Birhop of such diocere.

8, That no work externul to the coinmunity
shonld be undertaken by the Sisters in any

srich without the written conrent of the incum
ent of such parirb, rubjeot, if that be refused,
to an appeal 10 the Bishop.

1I. Desconesses.

1. Th-t deaconesses having, according to
the beat authorities, formed ap ord.r of ministry
in the early Cbuich, and having proved their
(ficiency in the Apglioan Church. itis desirable
to encoursge the formation of Desoonesses’
inslitu:ions and the work of Deaconesses in our
dioceser snd parishbes.

2. That a desconess shonld be admiticd in
golemn form by the Bishop, with benediction
by layirg on of hands, :

3. That there thculd be an adequate term of
preparation snd probation.

4 That a deaconess so admitted may be
releaced frem her chiigation by the Bisk(p of
the diocere iu which fbe wes admitted, if he
think fit, on caunse shown,

8. That no desconess shsll be admitied to
perve in any parish withont the licence of the
Birbep of the diocere. given at the request of
the inoumbent or of the curate in charge,

6. That the dress of a deaconces should be
simple but distinotive,

. 1. Thata deaconess should not pass from
one diocere 10 another withont & written per—
mission of both Bishops.

8. That special oare should ba taken to
provide for every deaconess sofficient time and
opportunity for the strengthoning of her own
spiritual life,

III. Brotherhoods.

The Bishop of London, in introducing a series
of reeolutions respecting Brotherhoods which
had been passed by s committee of the House,
touched on the nature of the work to be dore
by these bodies. The olergy needed arsooia-
tions of men who would devote themselves to
work without requiring pay for what they
were doing. It would be to the advantsge of
the Church if there were fuvds to inoresse the
pumber of the olergy in each diccese, but the
members of Brotherhoods were substitutes,
Brotherboods were new things, but there were
new conditions of thinge prevailing. The
Church now had to consider how to meet the
enormous mass of practical heathenism amongst
the lower clasees in great cities, and especially
in London. They could not grapple with every-
thing, but the moral degradution of these
maeses Was & maiter whioh concerned them,
and ona of the moat\¢ffective measures towards

.gonuine belief,

dealing with it would be the establishment of
Brotherboods, lay and olerioal, to resch the
people by cohstant personal intercomise. It
was not enough to presck them, and get them
to come to ohurch, Men were wanted to give
themselves up with enthusiastic devotion to
living smongdt them, and he thought the
Church was prepared to welcome these, He
moved as & resolution :— .

That in the opinion of this House the time
has come when the Church esn with advantage
avail herself of the volantary self devotion of
Brotherhoods, both clerical and lay, the mem.
bers of which are willing to labor in the
sorvice of the Church withont sppealing for
funds to any foim of public support,

The Bishop of Bochester, in seconding the
resolution, agreed that other means were now
needed to reach the people, and proceeded to
point out some of the advantages to be attained
by such organizations as were proposed. Mon,
by living togéther in a house, would practice
ecunomy in both money and service, and their
jnter-communion would encourage them over
depreswsing work and foster sympathy aud the
deepening of epiritual work. They did no:
wirh to try to carry out this work by arranging
roles that could only be sccepted by one sckool
in the Church, or to limit personal liberty, thut
freedom: which God had given to everyone and
which was a part of man’s manhood. Nor was
there any idea of going back to anything—ne
telt ashamed to use the word—Roman. They
did not want to commit themselves to details
that might cause opposition, and had no desire
to interfere between the souiand God, A point
that hud been maocb dwelt upon in connection
with this movement was the celibaoy of the
clergy, concerning whish a great deal of what
he muet gnnlify 88 simple nonsense had baen
talked, They thought that young men jdining
thete brotherhoods would sbrink from taking
wives and cohildren 'nto suoh surroundings as
thoy would fiud, but they had no thomght of
interfering with what they might do ten or
twelve years later. No one thought of accusing
the Werleyuns of Romanism becanse they laid
down 4 rule that young ministers were not to
marry, and these acoepted it. He ventured to
impresa on them the necessity for some devoted
effort of this kind. They saw schemes apringing
up with which' they could not co-operate, bat
some effort of this kind would meat the need.

Tbe following resolutions were also adopted:

That a wide elusticity is desirable as to the
rulea and systema of sush Brotuerhood as may
be found in the several diocese.

That thoee wh enter & Brotherhood should
bo permitied after an adequute term of proba-
tion, and being not less inat twenty-five years
of uge, to take life long engsgements to the
work of the community, provided snch engage.
ments should be subjeot to release, on cuuee
shown, by the Bizhop of the diocese in which
the Broterhood is established.

That such Brotherhoods should work in striot
subordination to the anthority of the Bishop of
euch diooese in whioch they sre established or
employed, and only on the invitation and ander
the sanotion of the incumbant or ourate in
oharge of the parish,

That the statates of the community should be
sanotioned by the Bishop under hie hand, and
not be changéd withont his approval signified
in like mannaer,

OUR CONFIRMATION CLASSES—BE-
LIEF AND ¢ONDUCT,

The fourth question inthe Catechism will
cpen up an ample opporiunity for astting
before the oandidates the two great divisions of
the Christian life—belief and action, The
necessity for a right belief must be insisted
upon, snd it must be pointed out how right
conduot will always depend upon & trne and
The consideration of the

Apostles’ Creed will afford a fine opportunity
likewise for dilating on the chief points in the
Christian faith, the belief in God, in the mya.
tery of the Trinity, of the two Natares in
Christ, the Atonement, the Resurection, and

the Liife to come. It must also be pointed out
how intimately the existence of the Chnroh is
connected with the work of the Third Pe.son
in"the Blessed Trinity—~God the Holy Ghost—
I believe in the Holy Ghost. the Holy Catholio
Church,” Oa the general subject of Creeds it
is desirable to show how such forms ocame into
existenoe, that they were in the first instance
required a8 an expression of faith on the part
of the catechumens, and were necessarily short
and simple in their charaoter, such a confession
of faith, for example, as was made by the
Zanuch before his baptism; how creedas after-
wards become longer and more complex as
heresies arose, and diffarent portions f the
Caristian faith ocame to be questiooed; how
oreeds eventnally took the form of fences—to
use Canon MacColl's illastration to hedge in
snd proteot the domain of the Charoh of God
againet trespassers, who would ravage itand
lay it waste, It will be well to point ont that
oreeds are no unnsual thing, bat that we find
their germ in the New Testament, and evidence
that forms of sound words and traditions exiss-
ed from the first. The larger and tulier symbols
of the faith that afterwards came to be nsed
were lawful developments drawn out of Sorip-
tare, and legitimate conoclasions from the
original deposit of the faith.

A well kaown passage 1 St. Panl's Epiatle
to the Rimans—ohap. x, verses 9 aond 10 —will
kere be found very suitabls to enlarge upon, as
showing after what manner we are to hold and
oonfess the Caristian faith ; that it is ‘with the
heart man believeth unto righteoasess,” while
‘with the mouth confession is made nato salva.
tion,” The Croed in itself may ba only ‘a form
of soun. words,’ bat it is fall of vital trath to
the saving of the soal, The oonclading portion
of the Creed will suggest & few words on the
nature of the Christian Church; and its ‘Notes,’
ug set forth in the Aposties’ aod Niceae Creed
combined—'Qae,” ‘Holy,’ ‘Casholic,’ and
Apostolic’—each of thasw adt3i is f1adamrasal
aod ought to be pressed home, aud the sin of
sohism enlurged upon; the injary done fo
Christ's Budy, which is the Churoh. by breaking
it ap into parts and parties, It will be impor-
tant likewise to poiat out that while ‘holy,’ our
Lord plainly roretold that tares woald be mixed
with the whoat from the ficst, the sheep with
the goats, that it was to ba a net thas woald
guather together the good and the bai alike,
and that she disorimination is oat ot oar hands
and will only be made by the angels ut the ead
of the age. One fenitfal soarce of schism arises
from tancy pioinres of the Charch drawn by
Piymouth Brethren and vthers, and waich h -ve
their weight often with young and emotional
Caristians, drawing them away, perhaps, into
strange folds, where they will fiad sooner or
Inter to their cost thatno bady of professing
Christians is perfect, and that‘pride, vain glory,
and hypoorisy, envy, hatred, malice, and un-
oharitableness,’ may flourish and abound even
where the lines are drawn the olosest. ‘Tuke 8
ladder and olimb to heaven by yourself,” was
the saying of an ancient Christian to one who
clamoured for a perieot Church on earth. *There
are those who would dry up the ocean to a
thread in the hops of keeping it pure,’ was
another saying of anoient times,

From beliet to practioe is a natural step ;
right conduot 18 founded on & right belief (see
Art. XIL), und 8o the rehersal of the Tan Com-
macdmonts follow on a repe ition of the Creed.,
It will be well in passirg on to these latter to
draw attention to the tenses used in tho answer
to the question, *Wnat dost thoa chiefly learn
in these articles of thy belief?' Crestion is
past, redemption is past, bat sanotifioation,
vbedience Lo the will of God 1n thought, word
and deed, is present and progressive,



