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we concludé, that the’ Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost, are three div‘nc.'pe'r_sons; and
that these threc divine persons are one God.

Again—at the conclusion of St. Paul’s 2d
epistio to the Corinthians, we “are presented
with this solemn bénediction,—¢ The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,and
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with
you.” Now, certainly, the manner in which
Christ, and the Holy Ghost, are spoken .of,
implica that they are persons: for none hut
persons, and divine persons (oo, can confer
grace or fellowship. - In the administration of
baptism,: the three adorable persons of the
Godhead are associated together, without-ei-
ther difference or superiority ; and that, tog,
by the express command of our Saviour him-
self ; and in the place now under our imme-
diate consideration, we hear an inspired apos-
tle praying to the FaTuER, and to the Sox,
and to the Hory Grost; and beseeching
them, respectively, to shed forth upon’ the
church at Corinth, the. three great blessings
of grace, love, and fellowship. :

Here, then, the solemn form of a divine
ordinance, and the impressive language of an
inspired doxology, unite to prove the truth of
the article, .which we most cordially reccive
into our-creed ;-and which, the Lord being
our helper, we shall refain there, until those
who dissent from us, satisfactorily prove, that
2 mere man can exercise a prerogative of De-
tly, and that a moral energy can perform the
acts of a real person.

‘THE POOR.

Tuar class of our fellow beings who come
under the above denomination, too frequently
bring their misfortunes on themselves. The
poor, generally, are not religious ; but, for the
most part, just the reverse ; and it is remark-
alle, that =quallid poverty and immorality are
generally found together. Though intemper-
ance is not 0 prevalent amongst this class as
it formerly was—vet, it is that which has
dragged the once respectable family into po-
verty, and now holds them there.

“The poor are mastly all improvident. When
in employment in the suwmer, they seldom
think of laying anything up for the winter;
but trust to a precarious subsistence from the
hand of charity, when all other means of pro-
curing a livelihood are cut off. They lack
cconomy ; by mismanagement, many things
are wasted and lost, which might be turned
10 good account. There is, with few excep-
tions, a want of cleasliness in their houses,

their families, and their persons; they make:

their misery still more miserable by their to-
tal neglect of all tidiness and neatness. There
isan apathy ‘and indifference in most podr

people about personal cleanliness that i truly.

astonishing ; ' they have ‘abundance of time
and,means to produce it; but the faculty to
perceive its neceséity seems. (0 be wanting.
Tt is'remarkablé to what degradation, in this

respect, poor human nature can be reduced.

These remarks are made with a view rather
to excite “the’ pity’ of our readers, than to shut
up their bowels of compassion ; and in order
toinduce those who so nobly sacrifice their

time and personal convenience in distributing
to the poor the charities of a benevolent and
‘Christian public, to cotrect, as far as lies in
their power, the evila we have noticed,—as
well as'te impress upon the minds of all who
receive public charity, that a very large pro-
portion of the evils which afllict mankind, are
the result of their own immorality or impru-
dence.

'Wf: are requested to state, that the Rev. Mr.
CoonEx will, on Tuesday evening next, in
the hall of the Mechanics® Institute, deliver
his third, and last lecture, on « The rise, pro-
gress, and resources of the British Empire.”

o

CommunicaTions intended for insertion in
the Mirror, mnst be received on the Saturday
evening previous to the day of publication, in
order to secure their appearing.

CORRESPONDENCE.

SHALL WE LIVE IIEREAFTER?

To te Epitor o Tur Cunisrran Mirror.

Dear Siry—1 have lately been asked what
reply I would make to the question, ¢ Shall we
live hereafter?” and with what arguments 1
should support my answer. I beg leave to sub-
mit the following, which will, I hope, be satis-
faclory. .

Shall we live hereafter 7 We shall. All rea-
son, all Scripture, all the aspirations of the soul,
all history, all nature, prove—as far as this sub-
ject is susceptible of proof—:hat hereafter the
immortal soul shall be again united with the be-
dy, and efernal duration of existenee s'.all be 10
man,—not an existence, as here, of care, anxie-
ty, and pain—of ignorance, fear and doubt—but
one continued succcssion of unmingled delight,
unclouded glory, and perfect happiness. Such
do we hope for—to such a state the longing of
the eternal spirit goes forth, and assumes it as its
own. Why do I say this? Because,

1. It is just to suppose, that that part which
here retains its idenlity, grasps lirm hold of its
own personality, and through all the mutatioos
of its present ever-varying state, feels a oneness
in the theme of its existence, and never Joses it-
self for another amid the lzbyrinth of human life.
T feel 1o he the same now as I was when first |
buest fiom_ nonentily, and.sprang at once into
consciousness and active life. My body is the
same—my mind is the same—my lirst feelings,
passions, sensibilities, are here, though enlarged
~—yet, in their nature and character, unchanged,
unimpzired.  And is it unreasonable, fiom past
and present experience, to believe the future to
be for me a career of existence. Long, long, ages
whirling on in their ceaseless eternity, are grasp-
ed by present mental vigour, and claimed as my
inheritance.

~2> But here we stop not in ourproof. The in-

finitely ‘merciful Jehovak, in pity lo the weak
and circumsctibed knowledge. oft man, has en
graved npon the glowing pages of his vwn inspi-
ration the promiscs of immortality. In radiant
and bold relief, this truth shines forth in every
part of bis word. He, the eternal, the omuipo
tent Gad, has guaranteed, as a boon to his terres-
trial offspring, a principle of life thatzhall rever
‘énd--an jdentity that shall ever be known-—-a
distinct personality that shall ever be retained
by each of the sons of men. For which see Da-
iii. 30; John

niel xii. 23 Matt. xix, 29 ; Luke xviii.
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v.25; 1 Cor. xv.; Rom. vi. 6; Rev. vi. 9, xx.
4, 10, xxii. 5.

3. Nor is this all. The Scrplures are known
to but few--yet, this confidence of immortality
is not Jimited. Al the denizens of eaith--whe-
ther the eulightened Christian or the sable savage
of Afric’s deserts, whether papist o pagan, Jeamn-
ed or ignorant, bond or free—no matter what
their mental or moral condition, or where the
realm which they inhabity~-there is an instinet
that makes them cling to life-—an inspiration that
whispers of immortality~-a wniversal, an inex-
tinguishable' ‘confidence of existence when the
transformalion of decay shall bave seized their
bodics—~a belief that the omnilic principle of life
shall again revivify this dust, and call us again
to dwell in reanimated vizour amid the felicities
of Paradise, the ever bLlooming bowers and
fields of Elysian pleasure, beyond the distant
cloud-capt mountain, in a land of perpetual ver-
dure,—or last, and most blessed and firm, the

-|faith and hope of the Christian, which is assured,

that, ¢the sea shall give up the dcad that
were in it; and death, and hell, shall deliver up
the dead which were in them ; and they shall be
judged every man according to his works; and
the nations of them which are to he saved shall
walk in the light of that City which God himself
doth lighten, and eat of the tree of life, and
drink of living waters.”

4. That these are the views, that this is the
case, the pages of history clearly shew, from the
time that Homer sung, and lesiod wrote, till
Plato, with his almost inspited wisdom, and
Focerates, ¢ with anticipated Christianity,” gave
form and symmetry to this universal belief: from
thence till now individeal and general history
bear the same testimony. This belief has perva-
ded all, even in the earliest ages—the barbarian,
roaming over the Scythian plains, as well as the
prince and pricst of Uz, when he exclaimed,
¢« Though after my skin, worms destroy this body,
yet, in my flesh shall I see God.”

5. Even here our evidences in favour of this
belief close not.  All aicund us tells of a princi-
ple of life not extinet, though dormant. The
death of winter reigns—1he gieen tields, and ver-
dant uplands,- over which but very lately we
strayed with pleasure—the blooming flower-gas-
dens, which but now unfolded to our delighted
sense their thousand blushing and fragrent beau-
ties—the trees, loaded with their rich autumnal
fruits—the harvest-field, that, beneath the soft
tread of the zephyts, waved in {he pleasant sun-
light like a sea of gold,—all lie in undistingnish-
ed desolation ;—thc grazing herds, and the play-
ful flocks, are no where to be seen—the feathered
songsters of the woodland, that charmed by their
varicd notes of praise, are gone—iwinter, the
death of annual pature, predominates, and all
music is hush d, and all beauty has vanished.

But because it is so, are we to arsert that these
delights are gone forever ? No—No—In a few
wecks more, the field, the upland, and the gar-
den, will be clothed in revivificd loveliness—the
woods shall soon be vocal with nature’s sweetest
music—the herds and flocks will again be geen
straying over the fresh-clad and lTasuriant pas-
tures. There is a life, heyond the death of win-
ter—and hence, we argue, that thongh we ‘may
fall in the desolation of time, the sunrise of
eternity shall call us to renewed life, to perpetoal
and ever blooming delights—yea, truly we shall
live forever!

I am, dear Sir,
Most respectfuily,
Evarnivs,

Richmond Square, Feb. 21, 1844. .
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