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pr<ceedings," so wrote the learned Dr.
Coties, in the Auk, in 1887, adding words
of encouragement to the writer, whom lie
styles the "veteran observer" who had
nmaintained his interest in ornithology for
a quarter of a century. Mr. McIlwiraith
had been privileged to attend, at Wash-
ington, the meetings oif the leading Uni-
ted States naturalists, who subsequently
founded the Auk as their organ, in 1884,
and had been namned "l Superintendent of
the Ontario District for the Migration
C(omiittee of the Anierican Ornitholo-

gists' Union.
The rare advantages witlinî his reach,

his close and untiring study of birds, and
his life-long explorations in the field, in
the woods, on the shores of rivers and
lakes b his familiarity witlh eminent writ-
ers of the new school of classification,
nomenclature, and bird migration, fur-
nislied the " veteran observer " with the
inaterials for the first edition of his trea-
tise. The second edition, much enlarged,
to which his publisher, Mr.Willian Briggs,
lias added such a graceful appearance in
printing and binding, has just been issued,
and forns a hiandsonie volume of 426

p ages
T do not know what may be the most

familiar objects which meet the eye of the
visitor at Cairnbrae, the homie of the Ham-
ilton naturalist ; sonehow or other a pas-
sage in the life of M'. Mcllwraitlh's dis-
tinguished compatriot, Alexander Wil-
son, as contained in one of his letters to
William Bartram, crops up unbidden be-
fore me. "Whilst,' writes the Scotch
naturalist, "others are hoarding up bags
of money, without the power of enjoying
it, I ai c'ollecting, without injuring my
conscience or wounding îîMy peace of nind,
those beautiful specimens of nature's work
that are forever pleasing. I have had live
crows, hawks and owls, possums, squir-
rels, snakes, lizards, etc., so that my room
lias soinetiines reiinded me of Noah's ark.

. I receive every subject of natural
history that is brouglt to me. . . . . A
boy not long ago Ibrought me a large bas-
ketful of crows. I expect his next load
will be bull-frogs, if I dumn't soon issue
orders to the contrarv."

Reserving for a subsequent article a
notice of the different groups described by
Mr. Mcllwraith, T shall avail myself of
t he occasion to enunerate lis co-wo rkers
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in Canada, by quoting fron a paper,* read
by me in Montreal.

" The earliest ornitholo gical record in
Canada-I might say, possibly in Ainerica
-occurs in Jacques Cartier's Voyages up
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. In chapters
ii., iii., vi., vii., and xii. of the narrative
of his first voyage, in 1534, and chapter i.
of his second voyage, in 1535, as well as
an entry in the log of Roberval's first
pilot, Jean Alphonse, in 1542, mention is
made of the mvriads of gannets, gulls,
guillemots, puffins, eider ducks, coirmo-
rants, and other sea-fowl nestling on the
Bird Rocks and on the desolate isles off
the Labrador coast. Jacques Cartier goes
so far as to say that ' the whole French
navy mnight be freighted with these noisy
denizens of that wild region without any
apparent diminution in their nuimber.
(Chap i. ii., Voyages.) Reliable modern
naturalists-)r. Henry Bryant, of Bos-
ton, visiting the Bird Rocks, in 1860, and
Charles A. Cory, in 1878 - confirm these
statements oif early discoverers as to the
number and species of birds to be found
in the lower St. Lawrence. The Jesuit,
Le -Jeune, in the ' Rélations des Jésuites
for 1632,' dwells on the nultitudes of
aquatie birds infesting Re-u ni.-Oies (coin-
tv of Montiagny), and frequeiting the
shores of ouir noble river. Friar Gabriel
Sagard Theodat that saie year furnishied
in his 'Grand Voyage au Prys les Hu-
rons,' a list o<f Canadian birds. In 1636,
lie no <ticed, among otlier things, soie <<f
the leading species, such as the jay, eagle,
crane, etc., and lias left us a lovely piece
of w rd-painting in his glowing descrip-
tion of the Humming-bird. In 1663, Pierre
Boucher, G4overnor of Three-Rivers, in an
agreeably written memoir, addressed the
8th October 1663 to Minister Colbert,
depicted the birds, iaimals, fishies, etc.,
oif New France. This niemoir lias been
recently reprinted by a lineal descendint
of the learned and venerable go-ernoir,
the late Edward F. (B<ucier) Montizamn-
bert, in his lifetine law clerk to the Seni-
ate of Canada, and father of Col. Charles
and Dr. Frederick Montizambert of Que-
bec. In Volume I. of Baron la Hontan's
VoXiy-ages to North America, publisled in
France in 1703, there occurs an annotated
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