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“vulgar curiosity, He is evidently & most de-
*termined  beast, of gigantic strength and

stature, and it would be well, now that he
: shows a social tendency, to mecet him respect-
“fallr but with self-possession.  His appear-
anee, it is true, is against him, but, for arught
we hnow, his disposition may be good: and
<o far from there bring any reason for ladies to
faint away when he puts bis head out of the
water, there is, it is to be feared, far more
reason to expect that the serpent himself will
be overcome by faintness at some of the sights
to be witnessed at many of the watering-
places on onr const.— ¢ all Mall Guzette,
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CHAPTER XXX Contined,

tHe was looking at we strangely @ his oye
=littercd with what, under other circumstan-
<rs, 1 might bave taken for satisfuction ; but
Mo turned his face away amd rose, saving, with
 curiously altered tone, as he took up his
‘hat.

< Ty very sorry to have ofvnded you, Mr.
Cnmbermede,  Tsincerely beg your pandon, 1
thenght our old—iricadship may 1 not call
it *=wonld have justified me io mecely report-
inc what [ had heard. T sec now that 1 was
wrony. 1 ouzht te have shawn more reaand
for vour feclings at thes trving time. Bug
azain | ascure you I was only reporting, and
had not the slichtest intention of making my-
i a go-between in th- matter. One word
more @ b ohave uo Jdoubt Teoald e the rield
for vou—at zood gmzing cental That T think
vau ean hardly ohject 0"

- I shoald be much obliged to yon” 1 re-
plicd—ts for a term of ot more than seven
years—but without the house, and with the
Stipulation expressty made that 1 have right
of way in every direction throogh e

s« Reasonnble enotgh " he answered.

<o One thing moees” T osand s dall thess
affairs must be pure matters ot basiness b
tween s

s As vou please.” Be returned, with, T i
civd, a shadow of disqppointment it not of
displeasure on his conntenance. -+ 1 should
have been more gratified i vou had acev;
a friendiv office ; but I will do oy best for
vou, netwithstanding”

1 bad no intention of Twing anfriendly,
Mre, Coninchanm.” I said, < But when I think
Of 16T fear [ omay have been riede, tor the bare
praposal of seiling this Nuboth's vinevard of
mine wonld 2o far to make me rude to any
cuan alive. It sounds like an invitation to
<ishonour myself in the eves of my anves.
2ars,”

‘« Ah! vou do care abont your ancestors 77
ne said, half mosingiy, and looking inte his
Hhat.

o OF
ot ?”

s Cnly some ninety-nine handredths of the
Enulish nation”

« 1 cannot well foricet,? T returned, ¢ what
‘my ancesters have done for me 7

» Whereas most people only remember that
their ancestors can do no more for them, |
duclare 1 am almost glad 1 ofiended you, It
dowg one gowd 1o hear a voung man speak like
that in these dewencrate days, when a buck
would rather be the son of a rich brewer thaw
@ decayed zentleman, T will call again alout
the end of the week —that s if you will b
herv——and report progress’

His mann=r, as he took his leave, was at
once more friendly and. more respectful than
it bad vet been—a change which T attribated
to hix having discovered in me more firmness
than be had expected, in regard, if not of my
rights, at lrast of my social position,

Meed

course I do!  Who i there dows

CHAPTER XXXI.
ARBANGEMENTR,

My castam at this time, and for long after
i bad finally settled down in the country, was
to rise early iv the morning—often, az 1 used
when a ebif, - G sunrise, in oraer to see
the it Guast of the sun npon the new-born
world, [ believed then, as T beliove atill, tha -,
Jovely as the snnsetis, the sunrize ig more fall
of mystery, pectry,and even, [ had alinost
said, pathos.  Bat often ore he was well up 1
had begun to imegine what the evening wonld
be like, and with what roftly mingled, all bat
imperceptible gradations it wonld stea! into
night., Then when the night came, T would
wander about my little field, vainly endeavour.
ing to picture the glory with which the next
day's sum would rise upon me. Hence the
morning and even npg became well known to
me; and yet I shrink from siying it, for each
is endlesi in the variety of its change, . Aud
the longer I was alone, I became the more
vnsmoured of wolitude, with the Jubour to
which, in 10y case, it was 80 helpful ; and be-
gan indeed to bhe in wome-danger of loxing

sight of my relation to ¢ a world of men,” for
with that world my imagination and my love
for Charley were now my sole recognisable
links . .

In the fore-part of the day, I read and wrote ;
and in the after-part found both employment
and pleasure in avranging my uncle's books,
amongst which I came upon a good many trea-
stires whereof I was now able in some measure
to appreciate the value —-thinking often,
amidst their ancient dust and odours, with
something like indignant pity, of the splendid
colleetion, as 1 was sure it must. be, monlder-
ing away in utter neglect at the neighbouring
Hall.

I was ou my knees in the midst of s pile
which T had drawn from & cupboard nnd rthe
shelves, when Mrs. Herbert showed Mr. Co-
ningham in. 1 was annoyed, for my uncles

room was facred; but as [ wax about to take
nim to my own, I saw such a look of interest
. upon his face that it turned me aside, and I
asked him to take 8 seat,

It vou do not mind the dust” [ wlded,

« Mind the dust!” he exclaimed, “—of old
[ win glad

books ! T count it almost ssered.

modes of thinking were. The end was, that,
after finishing the work 1 had on hand, I col-
lected wy fuw belongings, gave up my lodgiag,
bade Charley good-bye, receiving from him a
promise t¢ visit me at my own house if pos-
sibie, and took my farewell of London fora
season, determined not to return until I had
produced a work which my now more cnh\‘rgcd
judgment might consider fit to sce the light,

-1 had Iald out all my spare money upoun bheoks,

with 'which in & few heavy trunks 1 now went
back to my solitary dwelling. 1 had no care
upon my mind, for my small fortune along
with the rent of my field was more than sufi-
cient for my maintenance in the almost ancho-
retic seclusion in which I intended to live,
and hence I tind ¢very advantage for the more
definite projection and prosecution of n work
which had been gmdually shaping itxelf in my
mind for months past, .

Before Jeaving for London, 1 had nlready
spoken to 8 handy Iad employed npon the
farm, aud he bad kept himself free te enter
my gervice when I should reguire him.  He
was the wore necessary to me that 1 stitl had
my mare Litith, from which nothing bat fate

T it axtimiishenent ahe drew (& hnly wag”

yvou know how to.value them.”

What right-had he to be glad?  How did
be know I valued them? How conld T but
valune them ? 1 rebuked my offence, however,
and after a little talk abont them, in- which he
revealed much more knowledge than T shonld
have expected, it vanighed. He then informed
me of an armangement  he and Lord Togle-
wold's fivetor had been falking over in reapect
ol the farmn ; also of an offer.he had had for
wy field, I considered both sufficiently ad-
vantageotr in my circumatancess, and the re-
snlt was that ] elosed with both,

A few day=after this arrangement, I returned
to London, intending to remnin for some time,
I had a warm “weleomn fram Charley, but
could not help fancying un nunacknowledged
something . dividing as,. He appeared, not.
withatanding, less oppiressed and, in a word,
more Hike other people, T procecded at once
to finigh two or three papers and storics, which
Jate events had interrapted.  Bat within a
week London had grown tome: stifling and
nnendurable, and I'longed nnzpeakably for the
free aiv of my field, and the loneliness of my
small eastle. If my reader rerard me asalrendy
a hypochondriac, the sole disproof I have to
offer is, that [ was then diligently  writing
what some years ufterwards obtained a hearty
reeeption. from the better class of the reading
public; " Whether my habits -were healthy or
not, whether my love of solitude was natural
or not. I cannot- but hope from this that my

should ever part me. [ had no difticulty in
arrangingwith the new tenant for her canutinned
accommadation at the farm ; while, as Herbert
still managed ita affire, the services of his
wife were availuble ax often nk 1 required
thern.  But 1oy man roon made himseli ca-
pable of doing everything for me, and proved
himself perfectly trustworthy.

I must find & name for my place—ior itk
own L will not write; 1ot me call it The
Mant; there were gigne, plain enough to me
after my return. from Oxford, that there had
once been a 'moat about it, of which the hol-
Jow I have mentioned ar the spot where ]
used to liv and wateh for the sun's first rays,
had evidently been a part. Bat the remaina
of the moat lay at s considerablic distance
from. the house, suggesting a lacge area of
building at some former period, proof of
which, however, had entirely vanished, the
house bearing every sign of a uareow eom.
pleteness,

The work [ had nndirtaken required a cons
stantly recurring referenes o books of the
sixteenth century 5 and. althongh' I hatd pro-
vidud a5 many as 1 thought' T should need, ]
soon found "them  insufficient.” My uncln'x

library was very Inrge for a man in his posi-

t'on, bnt it wak not by any menns equally de-
veloped; and my necesaities made me think
often of ‘the old library at the Hall, which
might contain somewhere in 1ta ruing every
hook T wanted: Not only; however, wonbl it

have been useless to go renrching in the form.
less mass for this or that volume, but, wnable
to graut. Sir Qilea the desire of his heart jy
respect ol my poor ficld, T did not care to aek
of him the comparatively small fivour of be.
fng allowed to burrow in hia dus(-hu\p of
lHterature. .

1 was aftting, one hot noon, a'most iy dis.
pair over a certain . little  point concerning
which I could find no definite informution
when' Mr, Coningham’ enlled.  After some
business matters” had been diseussed, I men.
tioned, merely forthe sake of talk, the dimg.
culty I wan in—the sole disadvnutage of 4
residence in the country as compared wigh
London, where the British Museum way thy
unfailing resort of all who required snch aig
as 1 was in want of,

“ But there is the library at Moldwarp 1a} ~
he said ’
“ Yex, there it i but there ik not Aer, »

1 have no doubt Sir Giles would pak,
you welcome to burrow swhat  books )
wanted.  He is n wood-natured an,
Gilen™
I explained wmy renson for not troubiling
himy,

< Bestdes,” 1 added, 8 the Hbeary iv {u wey
absolute chaos thut 1 might with less loss of
time run up to Londoen, and find any volume
I happened to want among  the old-look.
shops.  You have no fdea what a mess sip
Gilew” books are in—scnreely two volumes of
the snme book to be found evenin proaimity
1t is"om- of the most painful <ights | oovep
saw,’

Hemaid litthe wrore, but from what follow,
I suspect cither he or his futher spuke 1o Sjx
Giles on the subjeet; for, one day, ns | wye
walking past the park-gates, which |
~seldom entered 2ince my retarn, T osaw him
just within, talking to old Mr. Coningham. |
slutedd hiw in passing, and he not anle re.
taraed the salutntion in a fricedly manger
but made a steps towards me s B e wishiod 1«'\
sperk to me. 1 turped and approacted i
He enme outand shook hands withy puo-,

1 Rnow who you are, Mo, Cambernaed,
although 1 have never had the plossire of
apeaking to you before,”* he sated frankly.

Y There you are mistaken, Sic Golex™ 1 g
turned ; bt you could hardly e expecnd
te remember the Hittle boy who, many vean
ago, having stobn one of your apples, cume
to you to comfort him.”

He langhed heartilyv.

“ T remember the circamstanes well™ b
aaicd, 4 And vou were that unbappy culpric e
Ha! ha! ha! To tell the tranh, | have thoneht
of it many times, 10 was & remiarkably fne
thing to do.” i

** What! steal the apple, Sie Gilew 2

o Make the instant repmration you did."”

* There was no repamtion in askinag vou to
box my cars”

Ol owas all you contl do, though

To ease my awn cotuscivncr it was, Ther
in always a gatisfaction, I snppose, in suffering
for your sins. Dut I have thogeht a thousand
timer of your kindness in shaking bandx with
me fnstrad.  You treated mee as the angels
treat the repentant singer, Sie Golew

cWell, T certainly never thght of it in
that Heht! he said: then, a< if wishing 1.
ehange the subject < Dow't you tind it lonely
now your anele is gane 77 he asked,

O misx him moes than T ean tell ™

© A very worthy man he Wiase—too good for
this world by all acrount<.”

o 0 Hes uet the worse off for that pow, S§-

Giles, I'trust”

“ No: of course not,” he returned guickly,
with the vrual shrinking fram «ligbtest sibo-
sion te what i eatled the other werld, o Is
there anvthing I oan do for vau? Yon xee s
Hterary man, they tell me. There are 8 pood
many books of one sort and guother Tving ne
the Hall Some of thewm roight ool use to
you. They arc at your service, ] am-sure
you are to be trasted oven with mouldy books,
which from what | hear most be g greater
temptation’ 10 you  now than  pedochaihed
apples,” he pdded with another merry Janeh,

G owill el vou what, Sic Giles,” i an-
swered, - 2T has often grieved me to think of
the state of your tikrary Tt would be soarcely
poskible for meé to tind & book in it pew, Bat
if you would trust me, § should be delichted,
in my skpare hours, of which 1 ean commund 4
good many, to put the whole jn onder tor
you”

s T ghionld beunder the greatest obligation
I have alwnyk intended having some capabls
man down from London to armmnge it. 1 am
no great readvr myself, but T Lave the highest
respect for a gowod Hbrury, [ onght never t2
have potinto the conditicn in which 1 found
it

e books are fast going to ruin, I fear.”

tCAre they indeed # he oxelabmed, with
sote consteruation, b was not in the feast
aware of that, | thought wo loog ag 1 det ne
one aneddle’ awith them, they  were  sufe
cnongh”

C6vhe daw of the moth wad st holds with
hookx s well ne other nnuxed thingsg” 1 oen-
swered, :

CThen, pray, my dear sir, undertaka the
thing nt once,” he xaid, in'n tone to which the
nticakinens of selforepronch gave a touch of
imperionsnesa. ' Bt really,” he added, 1t
ReeInk treRpael iy on vonr goodnese much foc

yaqg
Sir




