il

-

.

. August, 1890,

THE CHRISTIAN.

o~
wy

néwndtivities-and tho-deeponing of spiritual. life.
Coniaend: have a meoting that will make you glad
and othiord-corry-that they did not come. Come
andiwa-will blesa<the: Lord the remainder of ous

dnyd fortheAnnuial Mooting. of 1890,
. H. MM, .

TO SAVE SINNERS.

That & babh had-bodh born'in Bothlohem of Jddea
nodsly ioteen hiindred yoats ago, would bo of no
pboidl interest to us, bad the simple fact and
n6thing ndto bsen mido known to us,

Bdboli woro bbin thore bofote, and after, but
of 'all" the" babies born in Bothlohom, tho Son of
Miry, aloho, is of special intorest to the world.

Ia & donws, God is thé Fathor of all, and all are
His children, but, the Son of Mary is the only
begottin'of the Fathér. What think ye of Christ?
Wiidse'Stn-is Ho? If merely the Son of David,
why did David call him Lord? This question
puzzled the Jews, and it will puzzlo all who think
Jesus of Nazareth as being only;of human parentage.

. G6d“in“times past'spoke by the prophets, in these
last tiddés- by Bis Son, (Héb. i., 1). - God'sent His
Son-into-the-world,-net-to condemn -the-world,-but
that the world througb Him might be saved, (Jobn,
fii, 17). Xt-id-a faithtul'saying and'worthy of all

acceptation, that Christ Jesus came.into the world.

to save sinners, (1 Tim., i., 15),

Jesus of Nazaveth is God’s Son, then, and God’s
Son on a mission of mercy to a lost world. He
came to lift men _ut of sin—to cleanse—to purify—
te’ dtréfigthen—to discipline—aund £nally. glovify.

Tosave sinners. If we could fully understand
this and’ get dlear of the idea that;Jesus came:to
save the'good ones; we might have more.succers i
lfiingrthe'fatlen, in rescuing the perishing. How
often wehear it said, -after one isibrought into the
chmzely-of the living God: He, or she, was-always
good. And, with sadness, be i} spoken: Often.in
trying to save the good onea—the * righteous'—the
just ; the bad—the sinners—the unjust—are neg-
locted.

In order to give us more-confidénce and.inspir-
atiolf to-work fully in harmony, with tho mind of
Oliriat revealed, but somatimo® not received, wo
must allotr our-hearts to be expanded.by .tho grest
trath thatiJesus,.the Christ.of God, came into. the
worldito save sinners, .

But), although Jesus came to save, wany are lost,
they remsin under condemnation, remain in dark-
nessand'impurity; often doing contrary.to the will
of:God, often doing to neighbors.as they would not
thatneighbor should'do to-them. .

Savéd!’ What does it mean? Says one: joining
the ehurch, having your named emnrolled there,
stending:among.the people of God. .

Those aré all very well, all: other things being
equal; but I fear there are.some:who trust:to these
slone; and, if so, they are deceived. and. deceiving.
Jamies said: Be ye doera:of tlie. word-and.not
heatérs orly,deceiving. your own selves.

To: Be savad, asman’ must leave the things of
darkneass-tHe: hiddén things of dishonesty. Is
& 1nkn: savedin drankenuess? In deoception? In
dishonesty! While indulging.the lustof the fleah,

tae lust of the eys, and the pride of lifel No! Nol

No! . . .

Bear with me while I say: Instead of beingsaved,
heis being daraned, whatever may be: his.place in
sooiety, or howsver honored' among his. fellows.
Toboe ‘saved: if ‘he has the opportunity,.lie muast
‘believe-in the Svn of God; ho must repent of sin—
not sorrow for'sin merely,.but, cease to do evil—
must! die to- the old. life of sin—be orucified with
Christ;-be buried: out'of the old lifo,.snd rise again
juto the'néw life. The yew lifo. muat- be alife- of
faith, hope; puriry, -loliness, love and: lxbor—
$¢ yeaiting £l thy Muster comes.” + Nomalite) snvy,

- jualouny, uableatness; or evil-spoakiog’ will find-a

plavs mdong sheisaved'in Christy butrighteoustess

and peace and joy in » Holy .Spirit, .will-bind
togother, as ono, all- who are united to the one
Head and looking for the saine glorious-ond.

Neither. tho torrors of the Inw nor-tho fear of
punichmont-can:work this:change in:the-hearts and
minds of men. . : :

A reform produced by terror generally, if not
always, ceaneaito ho a reform voery soon aftor’tho:
terror subsides; but the hearts and minds, won by-
tho love of (God and Christ, as- this love:is more:
fully understood, are more complotoly -filled:with.
aboundiug:love-to Him who first loved:us;and holy:
contemplation of Hig wisdom:and: condescension in
atooping to our-low and degraded condition: to lift
uB up, -

If Jesus of Nazareth received sinnors-and: ate
with them, should not we stoop-to the vilest of the:
vile: in"order to lift themup? ¢ Thero s’ joy- int
the pressaco of the angels of God over ong:sinner
that repenteth' more than-over ninety-and nine:

just:persons:whoneed no repentance, .
0. B/ E.
Montague, July 23rd, 1890,

" MORE LIGHT.

—

We select the: above heading for this-article: be-
cause it has'lately beon ‘used in the OrRisTIAN, and
becanse we want'to talk about'Light. 1at John if;
8y'we find that-apostls states that'*‘ the ddrkness is
now* past’ and’the true light now shineth.”” We
must bo enlightened by the ray of this true light,
walk not in darkness and be ever ready to enlighlen
the pathway ofrothers.

‘¢ Let' your light so shine,” etc., - Light -and -the-
gospel resemble: each other in their source. God'
made the light by His.infinite skill.and almighty
power ity the bright resemblance of Himuelf: Godis
light. This applies to the gospel, Glorious gospel
of the.blessed;God: If bears -the Divine likeness:
and reflocts the Divine image. oo e

Light and the.gospel.resemble each .other in the
adaptation to the: end .designed, The. designr: of-
light.is to makemanifest all objeots; unseen without:
light, so the gospel manifests. #hat without it never
could. be known, . e e e

Light and the gospel-resemble cach:otherin thein
mildness. Although light moves with such rapidity,
yot it falls on .the eye with.softness-and beauty:
So the gospel.of peace—~no terror,nolightningsyno
thunders, no parthquakes,.but.all tenderness: and:
heavenly softnass., .

Light aud the gospel. resemble each: other- in
purity. Darkness, the emblem of ignorance and:
crime, Light the. emblem of knowledge :and
holiness. Lighit exhales.no -contagious .mattor;.so
the: Gospel.ié' eminently-a.system-of.purity

Light and:theigospel:rasemble each otherin their
inseparable conmection with joy and: happinesa.
To-the benighted traveller, by:land-or sea, may-well
be applied the.truth as- found in- Ece xi. 7.
¢ Truly light is sweet.” .

The gospel finds man-in darkness, exposed to the
temnpesta of God’s wrath and reverses-his-condition,
fills him with.light-and-pesce.- - + .

Our blessed Master-hassaid to His chiurch, *¢'yo
are- the light.of the world,” and’ to:this'end He
requires all His Disciples-to use their infliience-and
communicate the: Word'to-others as far as possible:
To thisiend He requires every man‘who can succons-
fully go out in. the benighted world of ain, and
preach His gospel:of light to do s0; ahd-to this end
He requires every Disciple to-contribute to the
support of those who are sent to preach, who have
the means:to contribute. - e ;

Bro. Ford in last CERISTIAN-has again-called-our
attention: to-the needs:of the Mission- esuse: in- bar
Provinoss. Money: is: needed to enubloour-Tight:,
bearers-to o forth. with: tlie message-of the*goapel:

means to the spreading of the truth'as+i6is:ht
Josus, and ono-day you-shall: wallk the stréoty éf
gold«in that holy city-where darknoss csnnot‘contt;:
for God ond the Laml’ will rewsint'its: otatrdh
Light. P - . ‘.u:nj
HiAi DaVors 4
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Dear-Bro., you ask in tho July number of the
CHRISTIAN to-be shown your error in-your position
on ajorities, if it, be aw orror. .. T am most happy
to do 8o, and to lend any aeaistance possible. I
may not have noticed-or roplied-to your-letter,
had yon not kindly.asked:for help; as the question
is not a practical one, but simply theorotical, Itis
very muoh like-the: dooteine- of .repentande- halsre
faith, which.will:dd foria thoory; but uteerlysiti.-
possiblo-tonpractise, vIt. iu. impossiblen tosrant'a:
church or: any organization.iwithoutsthe rulitigdf:
the majority, asit is to.repont.of a-thing : thwt~'yoli:
donlt-boliove:. A moment's thought wilbreveslthb:
factto us; thadithere never was. norrnever-cst!bb:
an.organization:governed:in-any: othervway: Ode:
schools-and.our country are:governed by u‘uyonﬁiﬁ.‘ o
Awmsoon as the ruling by majorities censsal} ovpani-
jzations: secular-and religious: musticdass: S Wit
would-inevervhave -a school’ meeting - or-a- selivel:
committee were.itnot the majority ruled: Neihaw
woulditheresbe.any business moetings: --Ifds«ecuid-
bespomible:to govern a.church without thesvolos
the' majority all business-of the.churchiwouidivase:
1f:the:church: wanted a:preacher there nGed e 10
action on the part of the: church whatever, boskrive-
there is:good old Sister 0., she is opposud lto'pré“e&-
ots, and of course the majority. must nos: rulesse
the.church goes.without. a.preacher. The okidreh
wants a new.ainging book but Brother-Ai objestisy
he thinks the.old book'good enough, 5o that setthey
tho-matter. The:chureh.thinks: it.high:time: te
have'a.prayer-meetiug; aud no they. call« um«fﬁh‘g
to decide what eveningit:aball be held: :Noindeed;
there is no need-of calling.a meeting; as:aajonitise
don’t.rule,.and there.is Brothex: H._ he dasoppesel:-
to having-aprayer.meeting on.any other night:but -
Thursday. night,:30 oficourse that:ends--thesmatsem-,
And:so:it.isstrue -of every interest.ofothe: cfiusele; :.
thore is always:some. one: to- have some :olii{ob
different.from others:and.if hix-omher. opinion-'wee
heeded it would destroy.every.churehiin:existetite,
Thissis.why. we- say: it is-not: a practicaliqnestiot;.
booause it:is-not-possible. Sach a:thingwasmeves
knowa-insthe .history of man.. Bat:yousmg. thiv
eldersishould rule: If.so, How oan:youharmsedm:
your position. sgainst: the. ‘‘one-man. pesswd:
What is: the-difference between one: mans om twer
men: having-power). But.doss:notsthe Bible jeash:
us that the.elders. should rulel) Mosk:.corbainlg:
But the:questiow befora us.is, howsaball; they. sakd
And- just.here is: where you: werarunforiutabasig
yoursoripturaliquotation as.(1 Bater v, 15) :tellasas
they-should nst rule an-*5lordn aver-God'sheritagnd}
If the chursh.should.desive, s, new, meesing: hewid;.
and: the-elden forbid it,.then heiwould:helosdiageik
over God’s heritsge. We.find nosaueh. rulingcas
this taught in- the acriptures:. Tho.mﬁhg(ow?he
elders 18 to-be.so that.the: will of Godriss hewshesly
snd'to reprove and: rebuke ibe refractorsionem mile
want-to-have their own:wapsndiwill.net: sulisitite
thie mnajority. . : s

Your questions: ‘¢ what excuse-is: the.vm{ny.u
plea? and whyshould: we oling: todimmersion?. amibe
majority- isusgainst us” are ‘as pointiese: s tHey.
are charactoristic, It is: meithen::wisei oroniessda
ahift thie issuo-for the-sake: of:gewing a sharg.eus
at'the question; No.one ‘has over sepposed:tiin
najoritien have auy-thing: to-do- with- om;&
daciding on-what the Bibld heataupht-us « Wdaee

- BRI WY

The:callare: numetous-and the tieedé-afe itrgént, |t stantl by- the- word -of Glod; if: weratemd«wlaiie
in many points a¥fresent, - Brothren!-do'yvirBest |régardlose of majorities - This is the«pesibibanl

to let your light shine by contributing of: ybur

took in my first lebter.  Hndiyon read::is varelullly



