
TIrJE CHRISTIAN.
b a changeable mnoving-stone, but this rock can
nover be mu' ed. Petros was a stiung' man,
Petra, a rock ti uth. Jesus conîfessed iîs truth

ST. JOHN. N. B.. APRIL, 1894 i>efore his judgea and died for it, and those w.o
come to God by Jesus' death make the >awe

EDITORIAL. confession. Paui tells Tiuothy thet he had
made a good contei sion belore many witnesses,

REAsoN OF THIE CHRISTIANs HiOPE,. and in the next verso said that Jesus Christ had
beforo PontiusPilate witnessed a gond confession.

But sauctify the Lord Gott in yonr hearts and bo réady \Vhen the anxiotus ennucli heard Philip preach
always to give overy inan that asketh a reaaon of the Chiist, and cano ta a ceriain water, he i-ked,
hope that is in you with nie.kness and fear. " What doth hinder nie to bc baptizedi " And

Question - As much is said about your Philip said, ' If thou believest witlh aIl thir.e

peoples' belief, I would like ta ask what you 'eart thou mayest." And he answered and
resi6rd as the creed ef the church 7 said, " I believe that Jesua Christ ia tho Son of

Answer- The creed of any rogious body Go On this confession lic was lhaptized.
Answch-s keli torhod aon ogt wheohey This illustrates what Paul sîs, " For with thewnich Ls lîkely ta fiold iang togeî.ler, wliethler litart niai) belieu'cth noto righteausness, and

truc or false, called also its foundation, is a iith tle mn bh cofion i gtade utine salv-d
statement so oriet and plain that its nembers Lion." Rnm. 10 leo mai that bedieovet-
can grasp it. It is aito a statement concerning tion." lRm a 10) The man th at th
a person whomn they can trust and look ta in ithall his he w hat God i oJus at te
lime of need. We will first mention false Jordan, sets ta lis seai that God is true, and is
creeds, thon trua creeds. " Mohamnned is Gods so aflected with God a compassion in giving up
supreme prophet " is a creed or foundation. On his beloved Son ta die on the cross ta save him,
it is built Mohammedanism. All who believe that lie gladly gocs to his Savioir's arais and

this are Moliainiedans, and bound ta trust to befcre men repeats the record that God bath

him and take the Koran-his book-as their 6 given of his Son. No other creed can soften

guide. "Joseph Smith is God's suprene his hieart and seal it with the Iloly Sptir. Ie

prophet' is another creed, Ali who beheve it who thus confesses Jesus bufoie men and faith

are Morans, and bound to acpt the book 01 fully hold fast the good cot..easion tilt death,
aormn-n-Smith's buk. These eteeds are brie wil! hear Jess confess him before his Father

and plain with a persan in the centre. We will and the loly angels.

next couider truc creeds. Oh, Isiael, " The Q--But do you not say that the B3ible and it
Lord thy God is one Lord." On this creed aloue is your creed ?
resta the Jewish church, and it distinguishes A -ertainly, because the Bible and it alone
Israel from the nations around which worsbipped is Christ's book. He who believes with aIl his
a plurality of goais. The signature ta the laws heart that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
of Moses is ".L ani the Lord." Christianity accepts Of himu as a divine Saviour, and ail h
has its creed-the most extraordinary stateinent says as divinely true and _perfect, therefore bis
ever heaid by human ears. God reçealed his book is his perfect guide. Thouigh he may not
mind ta prophets and messengers, who told it to understand ail that Jesus says, he firaly believes
others, but this great truith ha spoke himîîself iL, because the Son of God has said it. When
fron heaven in the hearing of men. When Jesus told Martba what would happen at the
Jeans went upf out of the water of baptisa, the resurrection-that believers, blougl dead, would
heavens were opened, the spirit of God desceided then live, and living believers would never die,
lik.' a dove and lighted upon hiu, and lo, a lie asked lier if shte believed this; ber reply
voice fiom iheaven siaying, " This is my boloved was, 1- Yea, Lord, I believe that dieu art thel
Son, in wlom I am well pleased." This is the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into
creed of the church of Christ. AIl true believers the world." Wither she fully understood it
of this creed shall have everlusting life. On the or not, she filly beieved it. because ha lad said
coast of Ctesarea Philioni, Jesîus asked, " Whom it. The true believer searches Christ's book,
say ye that 1 ara?" WhMen Peter answered, earnestly asking, " Lord, what wilt thou have
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living me ta do i " and does it because it is his com-
God," Jesus blessed him, called the truth which mand. le asks fcr no botter reason.
be had confessed "Lthis rock," and aflirmed of Q.- But ail Trinitarians believe in the
it: 1st, "My Father lad revealed IT unto thee." divinitv of Christ.
2nd, * I wvill build mily cIUIcl uipon IT." 3rd, A.-This fi.ct is gratifying, for ail should
"The gatos of lades sliall not prevail aigain..t n." behueve it. But many who hold it as true do
Jesus died for eunfessing that he was the Sun not regard it as a fouulation truth, nor its
of the living God. The loly Sjirit confirined belief with the heart and coife.:Jn with the
the great truth by Je-us' tesuirection. If ha iiouth a proper test of Church meubership.
vere not the Son of the living God he would Wien persons seek aduission they are often

remain in the grave, his flesh would see corrup- questioned on other points more than on this.
tion, and death, or the gates of hades, would 11 is net unfrequently said in disparagem.ent of
prevail. But his divinity. which was firat receiving persons on this creed that "everybody
annotunced by bis Fatier, confessed by biaiscf beleves it."
in lis death and confirned by thel Holy Spirit Q.-Do the Disciples always receive persons
in bis resurrection, shines on the brow of for baptism and church membership on a confes-
Christianitv. the creed and foundation of the sion of this creed ?
church of God. It is a plain truth, wfich can A.-So far as known to mae there is no excep.
be received by the people of coninors intellect. tion. They uniformnily require of applicants
It tells us that the man who diil for Our tins just. vhat Philip did of the eunuicl.
and rose again is as divine as ho is iiiiuman, and Q.-Do thtey noter require a vote of the1
because perfectly fitted for the work is the only chuirch as to the fitness of the applicant?
mediator betwe2n God and man. A.-Never.

Q.-Many undt tand Jesus ta rrean Simon Q.-How can the preacher know that the
Peter by " this rock," and lold Peter to be the candidate's heart is changedi
head of the church on earth. Do the words A.-The preacer cannot look on the heart,
Peter and Ms rock mean the same i neither can the members of the church. Man

A.--They are different words. Both mean looks at the outward appearance, but God
rock, but very diflerent rocks. Jesus called looketh upon the heart. For that very reason
Simon Petras, but called the truth which lie mn ought not ta vote on that which none but
confessed Petra. Petras means a moving stone utod can know. The ourward appearance,
or rock, but Petra means an i. movable or bed- though generally, is not always, an index i f the
rock. The first was i, to be -ressed and put teit. Sa a preacher and ne-mnbers of a churclh
into a bt.!diig, the second fit fou a foundation can be deceiv ed. But a man's baptism is a
to hold up a building. Puter proved himself te matter cutirely beu.;een himself and Chribt, in

wlich the church is not responsiblie, and bus no
rignt to vote foir or agamn8t. Thei Ncw i'esta-
ment 110w lere en -i hints at such a voto.

Q.--Id olit Peter ask adv.ico of Uthers about
the baptismi ot Cornelius and his friends f

A.-By no means. Fe had fully decided on
their laptism befote lie s.aid a woîd to others
about it. Up ta that tite Poter and ail belie*v-
ing Jews thought it decidedly wrong for Gentiles
to be baptized, or have the gospl preached ta
then. But now God had shown himii bis error,
and lie corne and preached the gospel to these
Gotiles, and while preaching to then the Holy
Spirit feil niraculously upon then, as upon the
apostles at the beginning, so that the Jewishî
>, ethrlel who camelo w ith Petei heard thei
speak with to.gues aud uîdg1iify Gud. He thon
asked thlse brutihren il any wan could forbid
water that these should not be bapti.:ed who haï
received the Ioly Ghost as well as the aposties
had. And lie commanded theni ta be baptized
in the naie of the Lord. (Acts x. 45-48).
Thora was no votiuig there.

The miracles granted at the comning of the
Gentiles into the fold of' Christ weîa to convince
believing Jews and ail others ta the end of lime
that God its no respector of persons, but that in

eýory nation he that, feaiet, hiun a.nd worketh
ghteousness î acelped with hifl. t w%;as a

1-i revelation of G 's philâalaxtopy. le gave
bis beloved for the whole world, and not for
one nation only. While parties are disputing
about man-made creeds, some eeking ta revise
them and others opposing, God is graciously
callng ail ta hear and receive wbat he has said
of bis beloved Son, and to build on that founda-
lion whichl he lias laid in Zion-clear enough,
strong enough and broad enougli ta hold up the
whole family in heaven and earth.

We intend ta speak in our next on repentance.

Original 11rht1tß

IMPRESSIONS OF CANADA.

I struck St. John by way of Toronto. My im.
pressions of Canada began there. No Anierican
over saw such a quiet Sunday in any similar oity of
bis own lani; no street cars rattling overywhere, no
saloons with back doors open, streets thronged with
podestriaus going ta church, and, marvellous t an
American, more of such a turn-out in the ovening
than in the mornting. One says ta himself : " The
cars don't run ; thora won't be anybody at chuirch
to-niight." But, bless you, people cone out botter
in tis fortîgn city, whera Suuday is respected by
street car corporations and salo"us, than in Our
own boasted " city of churches," where an army
of mon arc bound as mechancally ta their cars as
the cars ta their track seven days evory week.
Toronto is an objct-lesson oà the Sunday question
that mako one stay and think. How a hundred
and cighty ta two hundred thousand people can
get along without street cars and saloons one day
in the week is a great mystery ta an American-
but they do seern ta do it, an;d what seems stranger
still, they seem thoroughly satisfied with thoir
chance of footing it ail day amidst the monotony
of sober and civil people.

One takes a drive about the city and finds him-
self surprised sud pleared, firsti by the a'bsence of
woodon houses; second, by the pawuess and neat-
ness of the brick houses that stand -in.rows miles
long; third, by the fewness of tenament hanses
-it is a city of homes; fourth, by the groat num-
ber and seeming richness of the church buildings
:ifth, by the university buildings. I had heard of
the university of Toronto, but was nat prepared
for the revelation that cama to me. 'Ihis univeraity
is une of the greatest on our continent, and bids
Iir ta rival those of the:mnther country in ail but

age. Last of ail ta surprise and dehlght one is the
provincial building-a noble structure in granite,

Api, ISM.


