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A COLONIAL PARTY,

A colonial party has, it Is said, been
formed of members of the British House
of Commous, of which Sir John Gorst,
who has Australian experience and was
Secretary to the Treasury in the Govern-

ment of Lord Salisbury, isa leadingspirit.

(f the new party, Sir Charles Dilke is a
member; and, as such, report says he is
to raise some point in connection with the
Newfoundland question, in the debate on
the estimates, In view of the actual situ-
vion arising out of the French shore
wuestion, heis to press the claim of New-
foundland to the sympatheticconsideration
of the British Government., The last, if
nut the first, meeting of the colonial party
numbered 17, The object of the colonial

party will no doubt be to encourage the )

<tudy of the colonies and their require-
ments anloogst the menbers, as well as to
watch legisiation affecting the colonies.
‘The vastness of the British Empire is
such that one caunot reasonably expect
even a member of the Imperial parlinment
to be well informed upon most public
questions from the colonial standpoint.
Great mistakey have been mude in colonial
legisiation in the pas:, and more may be
made in 1he future,

THE PACIFIC CABLE.
\mong the passengers by the Warrimoo
to \ustralia on Sunday morning, was the

emment engineer Mr. Sandford Fleming.

C. M. G, of Ottawa, who is well known as
the great Canadian ads o:ate of the Pacific
Cable scheme. He will spend a few
months in Australia, and, while there,
¢ndeavor to increase the interest in the
project and formulate some detinite policy
wluch will enable it to be carried to com-
pletion, The necessity for the establish-
ment of this cable is wellrecognized. Its
carrying out has already bheen too long
deluyed, and the sooner something is done
to accomnplish the object, the better. Our
relatious and those of other countries with
the colonies and other countries at the
South are daily becomingcloser and wider,
and contingencies of a political nature are
constantly arising that render it in the
highest degree advisable that there be a
Nore prompt interchange of communica-
tions. Hon. Mr. Bowell while here inti-
mated that this cable project would have
alarge share of attention, and said that
the Government of which he is a membver
quite concurred in the idea that to make
it a success, it should pass through terri-
tory excJusively Britiah.

The visit of Mr, Fleming to tte South is
the more important at this particular
juncture frecm the fact .that the recent
compiication about the conncction with
Fren b territory has arisen, and there is
cons. .erable doubt as to thefuturepolitical
dest. .y of the Hawaiian Islands. accord-
ing 1 1atest advices, the Societe Francaise
des i+ legraphes Souss Marines, of Paris,
whie  has received a quarantee of £12,000
2 v for thirty years from New
Sou'  Wales, Queensland and France,
has ‘rendy begunm to lay eight hundred
wiles of wire between Buundaberg in
Quee cand and New Caledonia, a French
Pse vion, The proposed route is from’
New  aledonia to Fiji; thence 1o Samoas

Fanning Island, lionolulu and San Fran-
cisco or Vancouver, either of the two last
named places to be decided upon by the
Australian Governments. Against the
arrangement entered. Into. between the
Governments above entioned and the
French cable company, the Government of
Victoria has objected on the ground that
the line should pass through British terri-
tory. It would appear that several of the
smaller Australian colonies side with Vic-
toria, the view tiken that Canada has not
ouly in its great railway but in its advo.
edey of a Pacific ¢able always supported
the maintenance of a connection with
British territory. Moreover, the Colonial
conference held in London in 1857 endorsed
views to this same cffect as enunciated
by Mr. Saudford Fleming.

POSTAL SERVICE.

It has been complained that of latea
number of English communications ad-
dressed to Sydney, New South Wales,
have on account of carelessness some-
where been forwarded to Nuva Scotia, and
after having found their way to the dead
letter oflice got to their proper destina.
tion. Similar occurrences have happened
with afew communicationsaddressed from
here. This has been the cause of consid-
erable inconvenience. Now, however, that
the new direct line is in full operation be-
tween Victorizand Australia, itis to be
hoped that mistakes of this kind wili be
avoided. Itis satisfactory to note that
the Canadinn Australian- service is more
rapid than that by San Freucisco, and it
is scarcely 1o be.trusted that the record in
this particular will be niaintained.

EDITORIAL COMMENT,

‘I'uE customs receipts at New York lust
mounth fell oft by five million dollars. At
Montreal, Toronto and St. John, N. £.;
they increaged Ly sonie $30,000.

Tux: Court of Directors of the Bauk of
British North America gave notice that
an interim dividend for the half year ended
30th June last of thirty-five shillings per
share, beiny at the rate of 7 per cent. per
anoum, will be paid on the 6th October to
the proprietors of shaves registered in the
Colonies.

Tux: great Manchester (Engiand) ship
canal is open at last—at least it is open
from Ellesmere pott and the full-rigged
ship *Fort Stuart,” of 2313 tons, has
loaded a cargo of salt for Calcutta, thus
practically initiating the foreign trade of
the canal. Railway facilities from Elles-
were for the transit of goods are said to
be complete.

Tz road to success is easy, plain and
very straight. From success to disaster
i{s & very inviting road, and many there
are travelling thereon. The remedy isto
{nves! surpius money where it brings an
income frcm sources that do not ‘demand
personal attention, aud call for additional
capital, Risks there must be, but keep
them as ligh’ as possible. To-day -there
are tens of thousauds wishing they had
in their main business the dollars they

Lpnt into outside enterprises.

Tue Alnskan Boundary Commissionére
—American and Canadlan—have returned
from the North, having covered qonalder-
able ground and mapped out the work for
next season. During the winter, ;he
heads of the parties will dev elope tho
notes taken and the plans obtained by ths *
aid of photography and otherwise.. —Imt,t.’(
on, we may expect the tug ot war to come
as to the merits of the respectlvn c,énten,,
tions and the facts adduced by the, parties._
to the controversy.

Acconnsa to the Iron and Coal Trade.
Revicw, of London, England, fears ave.en- '
tertained that financial considerations are-
likely to delay the construction of the pro-
posed railway from St. Petersburg to.the-
Arctic ocean. The railway, which. would
be between 700 aud 500 miles long and cost::”

AT, s

|six millions, would enormously. benefit -+

trade by opening up - large - ‘sgricuiturals.
district and placing the Arctic -fisheries -
in communication with:~a market, and: -
would also give Russia a naval station on: <
her northein coust. N
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Wi are well pleased to know that:-the - :
legal sdvisers of the City of Victoria. have
given it as their opinion that the Corpora: -
tion cannot authorize and allow any per-<:
son on the line of any or all surface drains- -
to directly connect either water cloeet, oFi-~
bath, or sink, ora house -drain, for any’ -
purpose with the surface drains.'- This- °
was our contention from the moment that" °
Ald, McKillican suggested ‘that the Cor:
poration ldopt such a policy, and, had* -
such a course been legal, we have excellent
authority for stating that mtch F 3 dcmrzure
would, from » sanitary point of view, ha.ve “

| been productive of the most dlsutrous re~ .

sults, .-

SomE indication of the relative condil:
tion of fire insurance in the different pro-
vinces of Canada is given by the lollowing
return furnished: by h\enty -four of the -
companies operativg therein to \!r. Snp- '
erintendent Fitxgerald:

Net B

Province, Premiums, 11"»37?? m e
Ont.......... 22,045,885 16 $1,353,531 01 . 0&16:.:2
Quc... ...... 1,202,590 38 $87,760 32 @8.08: .~
N. 8. ceueues 22,188 35 12037915 4591, ..
N.B....o. .. 281,155 55 207,263 63 10573
P EI...... $1,384 92 25155 5866
Man...cco... 205,030 46 169221 5338
B.Cuecrnnen .200.519 1 73,282‘ § M5

BusiNgss men will do well to umember
what The ‘Sunbcam says for their instmc-
tion and encouragement: “Whata man . |
needs more than anjtning else to achieve
success is confidence and determinuioa.‘ .-:
Let him decide upon what he is going. to :
do, and then have confidence in his ded-
sion and determine to carry it out. wlth
all the force of his will. It he looec eonll-
dence he foses determlusuon. and tben "
Leverything. else he has is tbrcmned i
Confidence begets. confidenice, and - det.or- ;
mination almost always wins.” We ' do ..
well not only to have coufidence in odr- .
selves, but to have every llgmmoto conl-' -
deace in our conditions and :nmnndlnp A
—not to be forever talking of and looklu -
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forward to bad times, for the timnés tono
small extent are materially luﬂueaeed by
ourselves, but if we have not

- e

lnthenwomholntw ‘much,



