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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

"I'he pninfully Qistressing accident on the
Great Westorn Railway last Saturday even-
ing ought surely to yoad overy one & lesson
{0 be very cautious in handling coal oil, and
ought also to make tho punishment very
govore fox any one making or sclling any of
that axticle which from.improper mudes of
refiving, may be highly inflammable and
cxplosive.

Tho Ashantee war is yonorally regarded
as over now that the eapital of the kingdomn
Tas boen takon. We hopo it may be so,
but theroe is the possibility of a good desl of
trouble, if not absolute davger in Sir
Garnet's march back to the sea coast. All
will unite in the prayerthat the matter may
De finally and satisfactorily disposed of.
Thero is just the possibility of treachery,
and we wait with interest not unmixed with
anxiety, for the noxt Ashanteo intelligonco
from the wost of Africa,

It is o comfort to know that the Tich.
borno calo is at last finished, and that tho
¢ Claimant ” has been found guilty of por-
jury, and sentgneed to fourleen years im-
prisonmont. About the justico of this
verdict thero is a great diversity of oprnron
Cagland.  But ameng these in other
landa\who have followod carefully this most
protracted trial we are persuaded that the
all but‘nnivcrsnl conviction i3 that justice
has at/last been, at least partwlly, done.
Thero 13 to bo 2 move for & new trial, but
all is likely not to amount to much.

The proceedings of our Local House of
TParliamont during the past week have been
ahnost centively devoid of interest. This
Assembly has very little dignity and is day
by day throwing off part of the little it ori-
ginally had. In bearing or ability of debatoe
it is not vory superior to an ordinary
County Council. In one point of its pro-
ccedings are specially shown the strength
and tendency of public opinion.  While the
Paxliamentavy bar for the sale of intoxicat-
ing.liquors is liberally patronised by hon-
ourable members, no opportunity isallowed
to pass unimproved on tho part of even the
most inveterato fopers, for a'.ing opinions
in favour of & stringent hquor law, 1f not
for absolute prohibition. It is an awful
farce, of course, for poor‘creatures who
sometimes can venturo to their seats onthes
floor of Parliament when more or loss in-
toxicated, to declaim upon tho ovils of
jutemperance ; but it shows the growing
force of public opinion wlich even such
men connot afford ecither to 1gnors or
despise.

LETTER FRODM INDIA.

Our .eadors will bs glad to knnw that the
youny ludies—Diss Fasrweather and Miss
Rodger—who left Canada for Indin in
Cctobor last have reachzd thenr destination
an safety. 'Pho missionaries are under the
chsargrs of the American PresbyterianChureh,
although paid by tho Canada Presbyterian
Church, Through the goustery of the Rov.
Prof. MeLaren, Convoner of the Foreign
Mission Committee, we are enabled te give
the following extracta. from a letter written:

thus bo unusuntly heavy this year.

by Migs Fairweather, under date 26th Dee.,
1878, recontly received by Raov, T, Lowry, of |
Brantford :

“Wa are now in India, acd Allahabad is |

out home at present, Wo. are with My
and¥ré; Broditead,—most liospitable ped-
ple j;‘}‘dsed," (Amcrican Misaionaries). “Mr.
leyl,one of the American Missionaries,
wossat: therstation! .and. took. us:hinme:at,

|

about 12:0'elcekval mights sAfter:thathis ) .
.&ad {0 g0 hods made up for us, or rather | bY the West Clascli
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for himselt, na ho gave as his, Wo wenttv
Mr. Brodbead's next day. Mo, B, had o
piva up hix stady, and wo ara-uring it now
for o bed-roora. It i3 hikely, Mr, B. thinks,
that wo will go farther op tha conntry 3 but
ué prosent wo eon toll vothinz,  The Pres-
bytery meeting was just pos,, sudiew o
letter hag to go through the dificrent sta
tions befora any thiug can ba dono. It has
put thom to great Inconveniouco, T did
not meet Dr, Wilzon of Bombay 3 but we
fiavs o Froo Churoh here. M, Williurason
i Pastor. We saw him on Chistmas day.
His is o flue church, and well attonded. I
shall writo soen egain to you, but I am
very tired after my jeurney, so pleasn oxonso
wme; and do not retaliate cither by o short
letter ox o Jong thne before writing.”

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

In the Home and Forcign Record for
last Angust, wo notico thut tho third Sab-
bath of March is set apari by the General
Aszembly as tho day on which a stated col.
Toction should bo made to the Foreign Mis-
sion schomes of our Church. Coupled with
ting 138 recommendation that missionary
Assgociations,ox similar organizations should
bo cstablished inall our congregatiors,
1t wonid bo well, and the necessity for any
speotat apoeal would bo moved, if ¢lus ve-
comendation wero gonorally noted on, there
is, ho wevor, great roason to fear that many
of our congregations aro still content to
giwve for Missions what may scem to them.
o pretéy lLberal collection, and nothing
more. Woell-to-do hoads o> families put int
their twonty-five cont pieces, a few, o littlo
richer, perhieps,or perhaps only more liberal,
givo their half-doilars, and everyone is
proud if enongh bills aro givon to conceal
the silver and copper from sight. And in
tho next number of the Record it appears
that the congrogation of has given
$1V.67 towards tho great work of sproading
the glorious gospel to tho onds of thecnyih.

The study of etatistics is to most pooplo
voly interesting, but it may noetwithstand-
ing bo very instructive. It would do overy.
adult membor of our Church good,. for in-
stance, to study the Reportof the Assem-
bly's Committeo on Statisties contained in
the spwme number of the Record already
referred to. It appears that in tho contri-
butions to Foreign Missions thore was Iost
year a falling off of §425.21 while the commit-
tee has sinee folt that for the perishing
heathen thoy must go forward in tho good
work. Bince last Assembly three have
been added to the Saskatchowan staff, fwo
have been sent to India to-@o work for us
under the superintendenco of the American
Presbyterian Board, and, besides Mr. and
Mes, Fraser, who hope to go to  Formosa
diuring tue coming summer, & young man
of great promise has  voluntered for thus
fiold ot Jabour, and will bosent, if possiblo,
a; thesame timo as Dr. Freser. Tho de-
mand on tho Fureign Mission TFaud will
The
question is, will the Conmittee on Statis-
tics hiave still to report a falling off in this
Fund to the next Assembly 2 If su, some
of the 1missionaries already sent out must
be recalled, aud those ready to go must
stay at home. Tlus must not be. We aro
persuaded better things of our Presoyteri-
an Chnstianity in Canada. Will those
Jorty-scven congregations that last year
gavo nothing at all to the Foreign Mission
Fund, not this year give the Lord some
tuken of their lovo for Him by giving of
therr substanco to rend those who are wil-
ling to go and tell the heathen'tho story of
Hislove? 1Will those congregations who
have no Missionary Association, not organ.
izo one? Will those ministers who have
becn coutent onco a yearto announcs that
“a collectron will be taken up next Sabbath
day for the Foreign Mission Fund,” with-
out any further attempt to intorest thomr
people in the Evangehzation of the world,
not set apart sutue Jdays for the preazhiug
of *Mussionary Sermauns, so that the fluck,
knowing of what our Church 18 doing for
the heathen, may have thewr hoartiest
sympathies enlisted in this glorious work.

The Sabbath after next s the therd Sab-

bath of Maveh. The Foragn Mssion
Committeo will ineet at the close of the
month and, as the Convener says, “they
can only admunister the funds placed a’
their disposal.”  Erskine Cuureh, Mosn-
treal, has done nobly. A thousand dollwrs
at the head of ting year s suvseription lst.
These who linve given it have not thrown
away their suoney. Tiuy bave lent 1t ta
ono who gives good snterest, and who wul
ropay them again.  May all our Churches
cmnulate the csample, may some, may
mauy yet, cxeeed the att~inmgnt.

The heathon are hungry for *“the bread
waich porishoth not.”  Shail wé dony them
what they ask?  Thereis an “opon door,”
shall. we refuso to goin?  If wo do may
wo not expuet that God will sernd us
“cmptiness” of barn, and ‘eanncss” -of
soul.

May God help s, 45 a Chureh, to deviss
Iiberal things when we are dealing with
thoae to.whoin “the glad $idings” have :not
a8 yet beem sent! '

5 3 .

6 R Jolm MoNib, as bownndled
Fustgel, - %

‘OHAMPAGNE ANDRAILWAY LEGIS-

jor figs from tlnstles. Is it como to bo o
$ prelminary for gotting a bill passed mte
fluw that the ** promoter " should treat * al
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LATION.

Wo havo wnde romo enquiry nhout the
metlor veferved fo by our correspondont
# pno who wants to know” aud fesd soary to
guy that there fa only too 1uel truth in the
wumour ho spoaks of. ¢ Railway Bngineer-
ing," wot in tho seientific butin tho con.
ventional sense, hag always, wo aro afenid,
boen tolerably 4'screditable, and the lobby-
ing about the Parliament Hause hay core
tainly not always been what it ought to be,
but some of the more recent * caxupaigns ™
have been simply disgraceful, and when
things have gt #o for that a guod many ot
our law-givers are freated to chrwppagne
s guzzles ' by railway wmanipulators m oidey
to mollity their heaxts, andat 18 to be pre-
aumed, influence their votre, 1t 13 tull tune
that tho decent and sober part of the com-
munity wero Dbothinking theraxelves and
preparmg for action.  Woaro the seexat
history of the struggle of rival railway
lines for township ond conty votes and
bonuses given in all their native trath and
judeousnoss, many would stuud agliast st
the sad facts brought to hglht. The stores
which pass curront from mouth to mouth
undor the oxalting sanction and anthority
of somo of the promincnt actors in the
scenes, are shocking and dixgusting in
last degreo; but we thought * oporators '
would have boen satisfied with their rural
‘achioverents with *fosty rold wilinnl tiy-
wg tho effects of more spaikling beverages
on thoso who are gonerally thoualit to he
above being *“approached” in any such
fashion. \Why thero shonld bo a *“ bar”
at all for the uso of o logiclature that has
unanimously declared for prohibition 13 not
very plain. By theiv fruts yo shall know
theta. Men do not gather grapes of thorns

yound '? Our loeal high's may have sunk
low enough, but surely things have not yet
cotho tc this pass with any of them. If
thoy havo cven in a few eases, constituents
aught to look after such representatives.
When we ave told, we may also add, thay
other things have besn veformed in Do-

tho representatives at Ottawa during tho
comingsession of Parliament, likewise show
an nmount of that persvnal reformation
which some of thoso who have beon ro-
chosen gave very paiufut ovidence on
former occasions was mueh noeded. Thero
aro too many quick eyes about the capital
notv, and too many faithful pene to lot any
of our representativoes imagine thoy canout.
rago moderntion and propriety without
being known, talked about and exposed.
The character of public mon 15 8a far pubhe
property, and if hinnnurable members think
they can w th impunite eleep off o hravy
debauch on tho benches of the Parlioment
Touse, they will find themselves mistaken.
The public mind in Canada is becoming
very strongly oxercised over the question of
ntomperence, and ropresentative topers
with or withont gonius, had better tako the
hint, and regulate their conduct accordingly,
Thngs are fast coming to this pass, that
oven undoubted ability allied with genini
manuers and popular opinions, will not se-
curo that the mauntlo of charity and forget-
fulness be thrown over personally mntemper-
ate habnts or general immorahty; and of
oven genius may rot secire such impunity,
what will be tue fato of thoso who have no
geniug, and no respoctability to make up
for its absence ?

Ministers Salaries.

In %0 last numberof tbo Britisu Ayenr
can PresnyYziRriaN we observe a lettor frum

minion reatters, it will surely bo wnll that.

PRbeptverishrumginpend ud e R

ook Wotices,

BrLickwoon ror I's niears.

Received from the, Leonard Reaty, Pab-
Inliing Co., New Yok,

Feeps up it newel chaeeter,  Its
most noticonble articlo {s o @ Scoplism
and Modoru Poolry. Az mught be cxpeated,
Blachwcod is vory jubilunt over the qis:o.
futron, of the Imperial Parliament and very
confldent about the result of the new elee-
tion, Thovo will be o wonderful eraw nost
month, The deacrtion of the nonconfor-
miats fa held to bo tho great eause of My
Gladstone going to the wall.  Abent that
wo yather thick theie is now cearcely any
dideroner of vpiniva, Mi, G, migzht ponsibly
have fallea though the nouronformizts hal
stoud fuie,  wathiout them Jio bad nat a
chance.

Wast:uxscenr Ruvitw ron Jasovany 1874
Leonard Seott Publistung Co., New
Yok,

Chis number of the Westminsfri opens

with au ablo and tomperate artiele on the

JDigestablisliment of the Chureh of Eaa-

glaad.” Tho pointe dw-lt nunan aea e

Establish noxt by-law of the Chureh of Eng.

Iand, 18t involves ¢the violation of vehgi-

ong equnlity.” 2nd. deprives the Clrreh of

the right of sellf gavernment, 8-1, Tnvolves
upon Parlinment dutins which it iz not
qualified ta dschavge.  4th, Is hurtial to
tha valigions and political interests of the
community. 6t Isa Hilars, and Gth Is
unnecossary.  Iach of theso points is dwelt
upon with great power. Tho Church of
England ns o Stato Chureh is doomed, As
nlso ja the Churrh of Secotland. DBoth
friends and foes ave now agreed on that
point. Tt may be very soon or it may bo
delayed fw a while, but disestablishmoent
ia puroly in the not very far off future.

“Christian Missions to the H-athen,” is an

article 1n the usual style of the Westminis-

ter, intended to show that modern Christian

Missions to the heathon have boen wniver-

sally absolute fsilures, and will always o

go. This kind of talk is.old and etale. Tho

usual charactor of wandering littoratures
and ndventurers is such- that no possible
importance is to bo attached to what they
say when Christianity and ordinary moral.
ity are under Jiseneaion. A highly lauda-
tory notice of il.0 biography of Joha Stuart

Mill was to be e peeted, though oven the

Westminster dors not venture to defend

Mr. Mill's peealiar views on wmarriage aad

the gencral relation of the sexes.
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in the Gould streot Tresbylorian Church,
Toronta, on Monday, 81st March, 1874, at
7 o'clock p.ni.

At the annual meoting of tho Orillia
Presbyterian  Churoh, held on the 80th
January last, the Basws of Union was unani-
mously adopted,

The Kev. John Brown, of tho Newmarket
Presbyterian Churcli, wns presented the
other doy witla purse of aver §100, by th~
mombers of the Quecunsville branch.

On Monday evening last, tho 2ud of
March, a tow fiiends from the Fssa town.
line congregafion waited on tieir pastor,
the Rov R. Doughaa Irecer, LA, at his
residonce, Conkstowr, when an address was
read by Mr.Ignatius Leanox, who, in the
name of the congregation. vresentzd Mr.,
Fraser with a well filled purse, as a token
of their esteem and affeotion.

The Perth Caurier savs:—0n a gecond
vote being taken regarding the adin' sien

a clergvman sigoed “Nova Scotia,” refer

ring tu . 1e »tipands generaliy paid to the
clergymen of tho Freshyternan Charen m
Ontario, wlich we aro of opinion descrves
tho thoushtiul coasileratic n not mevely of
tlie members of that charch, but of £l the
chinrches i the Provinee, Thisg ntleman,
who, from mstrinsic evidence, appears to
bo aun Qatarian, compiains that the clergy
are muserably paud ; that “able ten, first.
class men, may travel Oatano, vich Outa-
rio! from ceutre to circumference, aad as a
ritle the best offer made to them is the
overlasting stx handred (dollarsl, with or
without a manse.  And-he truly says “no
mutister €0 Live on that now,and therefure
uunisters are leaving Ontario and getting
cowafortably settled in other places, where
they aro eagerly suatched at and where
tuey are gust a8 usefuliy employed :n the
servieo olio {aua tus Chureh, * aml adds bo
could give the names of excellent mon
who eould not get moro than 8600 per an

num m Untano and wio recerve §800 and
& maase i Nova Scotiz.  Weo have loag
boen of optuton that as & class the clergy
inot uf any particalar ohireh) ave very

adequately remuuorated, and thatthe time
has cotae when the prople abouid Jook the
matter fatcly in the face aud deal more
honestly with thowr pastors.—Carleton
Pluee Herald,

A-fow weo.s cince tho members and - ad-
Jherents-of:King congrogation after paying
“thiair Ministor's stipond presented hi» wifs

with «-handsomé China téa servide, and’
Also the Linskay congregation sarprised Jior.

.| with a'spléndid eavthen dinner sotvics; as’
‘t{oken of rédpect, ¢nd affer” s frofitable

ion¥orsaticd, readiny And pmyér_;‘.tf;_e._

Sionhls wont home,

of organ music into the religivns services of
St. Audrow's Church, Perth, tho yons car-
ried the question ; but on considering the
matter, it was deemed aldvisalle, on the
grounds of 8o many old and prowmunont
membors being opposed to the inuovation,
nat to use the organ at present,

Wo are inrece'pt of the \nnnal Reprrt
of Kuox Chureh, Dundas, for 1878, Tha
recoipts dunng the past year amonnted to
$1.518.01, and tho balanes on hand §320.60.
The congragation is about crectina a fineo
now church at a cost of 89,000. The pastor
~—Rev. Jolio Laing, M.A., is wall secanded
by the Session, managers and membors, so
that, in all probability, the new edifice will
bo operel freo of dobt.

The annaal soiree of St,Androw’s Church,
‘Rerlin, cama off on Friday ovening, tnd
was & great snedegs, Tho Rov. J. T, Dickio
occupred the chair, and the speskers wore
Rov. Measta, Ball ard Wardvape of Guelph.
An oxcellen: choir was aloo 1i attendance,
Awuongst thote who received special ap.
plause.wo are pleased to nolico our old
townsman, Mr. H. K. Munitthnd aud. Misg-
Addison of Galt, whoso Binging 1 tho oc-
casion is Iiighly spoken of. uring the.
ovening 3iss Agnes Young, orgapist for
:fho congregation, was presonted with o
‘beantifal.guld watch, chain, and .Jooket,
valued at,$100.: My, Yourg.ofithe Qeritral

The pidoséds of 4ity Vojree .amouited'to’
Oioo.wTokgrapk. e * '

J 'Mcgv@ I Wy Taylog,

Phe Rov. Jolm McNab delivored a lee.
tnro in the Wost Clmroh, Fudlined, lasg
Wednesday, on Manitoba, lu which Pry.
vines ho lnbonved for fone yoavs 33 a minis.

tor of tho Canuda  Presbytorian Chavel,

Che leaturo was one of the mosb intivesting
ovor delivored in thia place, It wubraced
both the good and the bad featuris of the
now Provinee, Mo minutely cxpluned the
foatility of the aoil, the vast extent of
conntry avallable for axvicnltural pue poses,
the mineral wealth togethor with its preosoat
politieal and eeclemantical posution, sud irg
cducntional institutions. The lecture was
exceedingly intaresting, and the aundione.
would huve likind to see it by peint for futnre
reading.—Cos,

A most ageecable parly asseusbled at tho
Freo Manse Martintown, on the overmu of
the 2oth ult,, when a copivus manifeatution
ol the zood will s0 long establiched botweon
tho pa-tor, the Rev. Nath. Paterson, and
bis kind flock, presented tnugible reaulls,
Giits, to tho value of about $116 inelusivoof n
largs supply of weod, in which latter re-
speet, somo of tho good friends from

exprossion of those sentitwenta of attach-
mony and respect, 80 ayreeable to tho re-
oaprent, and g0 much oaleunlated to advance
his uscfulhess awong the pesple. The
compauy spont a very happy evening, and
rot ted amud mutual congratniations coa-
cormng tho plonsantness of the occasion,

The aunual report of tha St. Gabriel
Chuvch, Montreal, is botoro us. Wa quots
the following **Sofor as statistics ave anin-
dex, wohinve ground forencoursgemont. The
Communion roll now contairs the names
of 381 persons, to which 50 wero added
during tho year, and from which 2% were
removed by death or otherwise, leaving an
agaregato gain of 26 communicants, Tho
number of familics now having & connep-
tion more or less mntimate with the Congro.
gation is 197, Fifteon new families have
idonfified themsolves with us duving the
past year, while we have lost six by death
or removal from the city and district, All
tho congregational machinery is in  har-
momons working order, ‘The Sabbatly

ciation is doing its work effectivoly though
quictly : tho Dorens Socioty is casily dble
to overtake with the funds on hand. alp
cases of real want in tho Congregation.:
tbe Young Mon's Association is maintaining
its  former reputation for vigour aud
ability: and the Choir iz now stronger in:
numbors than at any former period.”
Theincrenso of the congrogntion amounted
t2 $2,607, 70, ; with $404 remaining unpaid
on pow-rents.

Tho good people of Calodon, in conneo-
tion with.the Canada Presbyterian congre-
gation there, made & raid on the Manscon
the eveming of Tuesday, tho 24th ult, -Alk
‘mingled in social and friendly intercourse:
“for a space of two or threo hows, Short
specches wero delivered by Messra, John-
sh.u, Atkinson, Wallace, and McFaul, After
:devotnal exercises the happy party broko
up at 11 o'clock, all delighted withi the
‘evening's ontertainment, and oxpressing
1ontually the fond wish that they might
have man; such meetings with their bolov-
ed pastos and fanmuly, Thoy left a tangible
proof of their right good will to their min~
1ster in tho shapo of sixty dollavs. Chis is
mute praiseworthy on tho part of tho
Charleston congregation, when the fact is
taken into cousideration that during the
past year they have erected a chureh atthe
cust of, nt least, §4,530, and that they havo
not only paid the stipend promised, but
tity doflars over the stipulated amount;
so that it cannot bo said of this Suvpriso
Party that it was adapted as tho meens

to the end of ekeing out an ill-paid stipoud.
—CGox,

The annual missionary meeting of the
Gonld streot Presbyterian Chureh wns held
on Wednosday evening of last week, and
was hargaly attonded.  The paster, Rev, J.
M. King, M.\, oeenpicd the chair. From
the report read 1y the Seeretary, Mr. W,
Kerr, st appeared that there had Let n.raised
by the cungrogation and its Subbath schools
for thie schemes of the Canada Preshyterian
C iaveh $766 for Home Messions, 3841 fer
Foreign  Misrions, $360 for Theological
Edieation, §60 for French Erangelization,
850 fer o Aced Ministors’ Fund, for the
Cllege at Mamtoba 800, and for various
ather «bjrots of g nussionary kind $84—
moking 31,721 for theso schemes, In addi-
tion to this sum, tho congregation has con-
tributed $1,478 for the now Collego Build.
io, 81000 for the Building Fuad of tho
now clureh in Collega streot, and $76
for the current expenses of thix chumix'; for
tho Bev. Mr. Seshadri’s-ission n Indin
$144, and for tho Waldansian Chureh 270,
waking with the sum already coumerated’
84,479, It waa stated ‘hat ¢606 had.been
paid duning the year in adiign Lyiﬁlo
menagers of the ‘congregation, in- conhec-
tion with the mission premisrs apd work
<on Sherbourne atreot, roaking in. all $5,083.
a8 tho congregativn’e wonirihution for-rujss
slonary and evangelistio mork.  The: ess-
ing wau afterwards addrossed in effectivo

“Sphool réspondedifeslinglyon Jrer ‘bolit, } speechies by Prisciyal Caven, Profeseas M- .

Davon, Rov." A, MoV, of, Hanyilion:;

Bicken,.and-Fothsge -

ingham,

Wiltliamatown azsistad, materially wore the

School is prosperous : tho Missionary Asgo- -
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