itecopnize the ties which connect uws with
*the beavenly world and the redeemed in-
vglorys let us be ever seeking to walk
worthy of thiat high -acd ‘holy relation,
' having our conversation'in*heaven; and
“Jet us rejoice in anticipation-of. the time
~when we shall be joined to the sooiety of
the just made perfect who'have gone be-
~fore. - Even a heathen cofild look forward
with delight ‘to -emancipation from the
- cares and turinoil of thislife below, and to
being associated with the virtuous desd in
.8 diviner sphere. With:how immeasurably
greater satisfaction, as having so much
better a faith-and hope; with what joy uu-
speakable and full of glory, ought not the
betiever to cherish the thought of a similar
« gmaacipation, 6f a~similar immortal con-
summation! Having such-a prospect be-
fore us, let us endeavour to realize the
salutary influences which it is adapted to
exert while we sojourn here—ever, by a
patient coutinuance-in well-doing, aspiring
ito & glorious+and-honourable immortality.

" Seek thoge titings which ave above."
COL. 1L 1.

~And what are the tbings which are
“above ? Holiness—or conformity to Jesus,
-and entire devotednesd to Hisservice. Hap-
piness—flowing from the manifestation of
Jebovah's glory, the presence of Jesus, and
the soul's delight in His w'll. “Unity~saints
above realize close, intimate, and indestruc-
tible union to Father, Son, and Spirit; they
¢njoy sweet and coustant union with each
other, and the holy angels; they have unity
of design, work, and enjoyment. Seek those
things which descend from above; as faith—
which believes, trusts, and prefers God's word:
love—which has-God for its author, Cbrist
for its principal object, and -spiritual things
for 1ts chosen subjects; fellowship—with
Father, Son, and Spirit, add all spiritual
subjects.—In a word, all spiritual gifts, graces
and operations. -Seek " them earnestly, prin-
cipally, end constaptly. -Think much and
.often upon them. Highiy value and esteem
them. ~ Constantly prefer them to earthly
things. Labor to possess and enjoy them.
God. giveth liberally, and upbraideth not.
You have not, because you ask nbt
and receive. Receive and be happy. ¥our
God bids you “ Rejoice.”

Rise. my soul, wings,
by Eolar Dorkon ey e

Rizo from transitory things,
Towards beaven, thy nati

ve place.” "
~Rev. James Smith.
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COMFORT IN DEATH.

e

‘The pleasures of the- world eninot coun-
fort a man when he draws néar death. The
brilliadt ball-room,~—the merry dance,~—
themidnight revel,—the parly 1o Epsom
races,—the-card table,—the box at the
opera,~-ihe voices of singing meén and
singtng*women,—ull these aré at longth
distasteful things. To hear of hunting
snd shooting emgagements gives him mo
pleasure. -To be invited o feasts, and re-
gattas, and fancy fairs, gives him no ease,
He cannot hide from himself, that these
are hollow, empiy, powerless things. ‘Chey
‘ar upon the ear -of his consciencé. They
are out of harmony with his econdition.
They cannot stop :one gap in his heart,
whon the last enemy is coming in like a
flood. They cannot wnake him calm ih
the prospect of meetintg-a: holy God.

Books and newspapers ‘cannot comfort
-2 man when he draws near death. The
‘most brilliant writings of . Macaulay or
"Dickens will pall upon his ear. The most
able article in the Temes will fail*to interest
him, Punch and tbe Illustrated News,
-and the last new novol, will lie unopened
-and unheeded. Theirvime will be spast.
‘Their vocation will be gone. Whatever
| they may be in health, they are useless ip
the hour of death.

There is but one fountain of comfort for
a man drawing near to his end, and' that
isthe'Bible. Chapters out of the Bible,—
texts out of the Bible,—statements of truth
taken out of the Bible,—books containing
matter drawa from the Bille,~tlese are a
man's only chance of comfort, when he
comes to die. I donot at all say that the
Bible will do good*as a matter bf course to
a dying man, if he has not valued it before.
1 knew, unhappily, too.much of death-beds
to say that. I de mot say whether it is
probable that he who has been unbelieving
and aeglectful of ‘the Bible 1m life, Will at
once believe and .get comfort from #t dn
death. But I de say positively, that no
| dying man will ever get redl comfort, except
from the coutentsofthe Word of God.  All
comfort from any<other source is .a house
built upon sand. .

1 lay this down-as ‘& tule of nmversal
!app}ication. I make mo -exception iu
favour of apy class on earth. Kings and




