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THE SILENCE 0F JESUJS;

ON,

Rgow to M9eet Falmo Accusattons.

"But bc answered him not to one word."-
Matth. xxvii. 14. (Old T.ransl4ion.)

How expressive is silence-"l the silence
of old octan resting after storns ;" when
it.; ltoiiry heavingr bosom is lulled to s10e!),
its boisterous pealing anthem hnshed, aud
placid and quiet it spreads beforo the oye a
atriking picturo of quiescent omhipotence
and infinite repose. The silence of niglit,
too, is îîot iess potentin its intluence; when
the mnary strings of nature's hiarp ceaso
their vib)rations, and the stars Iooking down
quietly upon us, so soft and subdued in
their lustre, seem to invite us for a timie to
t.hrow aii(1 the depiessive cerecloths of
iniortality, and join with thora in sublime
and silent awe to miuse Juis praise ivho
rmade them ail. And we reaul also that
there wua once "silence in heaven. about
the space of haîf an hoir ;"-a period
wheu ev-en the orchestra of glory ce.1sed to
vield 1t4 notes, andl augels' finugers fiîltered
on the strings of harps which had neyer
reasod to praise. Tîtat sihtnee niu-t have
tee/t1: it was soniething uew : the sud-
doni stop ini the gardon chorus of heaven*s
vast choir, its myriad harps and voices;
how imnpressive! The anigelie tongrues al
mute; the holy worshippers filled witn ex-
pectation, waiting te learn wvby they mnust
suspend their sweet ernploy ; what soenn
ruaidate fromn the eteinDal throne is this!
what (tees it mneas? llow heaveiu's vaht
silence mnust have start-led ý,hem! But flot
the silence of the slumbcring deep beneath
its niyriad waves, the voicoless night, or
heaven's vast temple, is ge affecting or in-
structive as the silence of Hlmn of wvhoin it
fi written, "lBut lie answered not a word."
lie had Iistened to many, and sucli words!
Ife was pure, but they made Hiin vile;
He was true, buttheymade Hiîu false; He
wns God, but they made Him man. But
H-e answered net a word! The charges
rannot affe~ct Hlmn perliaps? H1e stands
inipwached for His life: shoul(l Hiei accusers
aceoniplish their purpeses, His doem will
bW seiled; there are cruel men standing

by cager te buffet Hini; there is a crown
üf thorus and à purpie robe; a weary

journey and a heavy cross; the rugged
nails, and a fearful death 1 Yet He utters
not a word; perhaps H1e cannot speak-
lia no skill te plead ? None so eloquent
as H1e. Perliaps H1e knows flot how to
meet the rude falNehoods of heil 11He in
the wisdomn of God. Then why is He.
silent? Does He not feel the indictnient I
More than words can express. Does He
pereelve lus danger? More clearly thein
lus perseeutors. But H1e sees also what
they da> not-those words of 11ks servant
wbich thev do niot understand: "11He waa
oppresso(l, and Ife was afflicted, yet He
opened flot is niouth: H1e is brought as
a Jamb to the siaugliter, and as a shep,
before lier shearers is dumb, so 11e opened
not lus mouth."

It is this seals His lips; love bas brought
Huai here to die; lovu will not let Hlm
speak. In vain you tauint Him, cruel
ili; in vain you condemn llim, vouai

jucdge! lus love will baffle allyour efforts;
vou înav tlireaten an<1 reproach, hold up
Hlis iaine to 8corn, and even rob Him of
life; but you wvill bear no complaint, you
wîil gret no reply. lIe stands before you
to suiffr, for tiîis lie is prepared; He lias
(ouyitedl the (04t; He lim corne to plead
through flis deeds, but îiot for Himself;
to giv,ý em1,ha.,,is to lus words, thougli fot
in the vmndication of [lis fame, but iii the
salvation of His Churclih. Hl- will speah
for lus ieoîlP, but lie has no words for
Hiniself; lHo is (11mb in lis own cause,
thougli so eloquoîît in theirs; and that
lis words mnay avait for them H&ewill give
lus own blood. Hence, now, Ife will not
speak, itis Ilis intention to lie. 11e knows
the charges are iuntrue, but 11e lia prepar-
ed no deforice. lie coudd defeat His
accusers, but I-is C hurcli mu8t bo saved.

Ah! tlîis is mhy those lips, so eloquent
to plend the Finiter's cause, are silent now;
the torigue of siander cannot make, Hlm
speak, for 11e will savo His Churoh, and
toach ber how to stand unmoved ainid tii.
strife of tongiies.

"1kR uttered not a word."-Can w.
forget this 1 Yes,wecan. But lotus uot:
and when the fang of envy, anxieus to
wound, gives forth perpetuatiy the peisou
of ndsrepresentation; when prejudice, in-
tont te spy defectÉ4, pores over each aet
and word - w)jeu slaindq nmakça a, targel q&

150


