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INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT IRELAND

The Rev. Mr. MNaughton, Belfast, made the
Tollowing statements before the late Free Church

‘General Assembly, a3 one of & deputation from the
Presbyterian Chuteh of Ireland :—

“Ireland has of late years been undergoing
greater economic changes than anhy vther portion
of the kingdom. hen 1 tell you that, within the
#hort period of nineteen years—since the period

of the Disruption=-30,000,000 pounds worth of land

have changed hands in the Encumbered and
l.anded Estates, Court, involving 4 change of pro-

perty, and introducing an immense amount of
cas)lt&l, energy, and agricultural ekill, that are
telling confessedly upon the aspect of the country
—amimilating Ireland more to Scotland and Eng-
land than in former times; and that these changes,
like those which Dr, Begg brought out so admir-
ably the other evening in his "i‘{epon on Houres
for the Working Classes,” will naturally tell upon
the people—you will easily see that they give us
facilities of @ peculiar character for the introduc-
tion of the Gospel concurrent with these economic
changes. Changes as greatinthe population have
been going on no less extensive, 'Two tides have
been streaming over Ircland—one in the direction
of Australia and America, to some extent also t9
Bcotland and Euglang, going out of Ireland; and
another, chiefly ceming into Ireland from Scot-
land; and 1 trustin its charucter and conseguences,
tike the gulf streams, which bring fertility and
health. Generally speaking, the outgoing element
has been a Roman Catholic element, the incoming
a Protestantelement, and especially a I'reshyterian
tlement from Beotlund. We have no doubt that
these two changes together, the outgoing and the
incoming, will tend to make the South and West
of Ireland somewhat like Ulster, and like the
changes which took place some years ago in our
own beloved land. In 1848, the population of
Ireland was in round numbers eight millions and
® quarter; in 1861, it was five and three-fourth
aking a decrease on the grosa popula-
'Wo and a half millions, or nearly the eutire
population of Bcotland, if you except Edinburgh

and Glasgow. You may thus have an ides, from
the decrease of th

¢ population on the onc hand,
and the introduction of vapital on the other, of
the economic changes that are going on in Ire-
land. The great mass of the population who have
left home consisted, as I have said, of the Romish
element; while of thoge who have come to Ireland,
there huve been hundreds from Bcotland, tending
to change stil more the relative proportions of
Roman Catholic and Protestant, giving accessions
that constitute centres of light and influence to
the Protestant Churches in that dark land. 1
have here & map drawn up by Mr. Miller, Prince’s
Street, Edinburgh, with red dots showing upon it
the places where Scotchmen had settled ; and 1
ut it into the hands of the Moderater for his
nformation. This map is indicative at once of
the migratory and also the gregarious character
of our Beottish countrymen. You will observe
that s large number have come from Beotland,
and that wherever & Bcotchman has fixed himself
wthers bave come and settled down beside him.”
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THE REVIVAL OF 1859 AND its FRUITS.
The present fruits of the Irieh Revival in 1869,
Wovn ;specially noticed by the Moderstor of the
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