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,Q;I TENESS still ragns in hook citcles, as absolutely

no new fiction s appearing, and none is anticipated

tll the middle of the month. In addition, while
old favorites are selling to some extent, the general pub-
lic is well stocked with a supply of reading matter fog
the rematmder of what long days are sl with us  Waih
the coming of longer days, mwuck present fiction 1s peces-
satily relegated {o the -background and magazines wd the
rery highit class of Jiferaturs are pushed to the fromt

The populal hooks outhued last month still continue
i favor, with “The Prospector” at the head of the list
Dr Luke of the Labrador* is another pood story, vhich
has still retaed s Jopularity. “Beverly of-Graustark™
iIs reviving in favor. “God’s Good Man™ is in the same
class

A stoty which has created some little furote is *Mrs
Maybrick’s Own Story.” Maore than one store repords a
healthy quantity of sales. Another niew story inclined to
sell well 15 ~“The Return of Sherlock Holmes,” by A
Conau Doyle It is the same Sherlock, only moreé s A
few new paper editions, sweh as *“Fhe Records,” are do-
ing well )
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Depattmnent store competition is as bad as ever Al
new £1 25 books are offeted on bargain days at 95c¢, and
those works of fiction which have slightly oulworn
papular faney are to be had at 6%.  One sfore offered
Rrood cloih-hound editions of Henty’s books on a Monday
at 1ac  The price jumped 10 19¢, on Tuesday  Standard
wotks an large quantities sold as low as 40¢  Even then
frade was uot any too Lrisk.
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Just at this time of the year magazine selling com-
mences with renevwed briskness  The posters supplicd by
some gmagaziies are well utiltzed . The gew  Eaglish
magazine, “The Grand,” is meeting with favor.

While the book trade is quiet, stationery and Kindred
hiues are betng pushed  Picture post cards are just he
winniug fo have sales adoquate to the beauty of the lines

an dixplay.
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FIHE proverbial quietness of January 1s being Targely
1 oveltome by the witroduction-of- seasonable-novelties

Booksellers repor1 the sales ol books as slow, but
thev all qualty their remarks with the statement that
other lines have been cxceplionally good. The fine India
paper on which the classies arte now being printed, is
addimg o possitle 1o the popularity of these standard
;\‘nrb Howerer, outside the few new novels, which aie
selling faithy freelv, there is  no noticeable movemoent
among hooks

Valentines played a bigger part than was- expected

cven in last month's business. Theré were mote of the
hetter class -of valenlines shown this year than ever be-
fore. More dealers were handling them, too, than here-
tofore. Yet all the stationers who weére Séen, unite In
saying that it was the-best season they have-ever known.

A good business was done throughout the month in
tally cards. dance programmes and playing caids. These
accessories have done much to infuse life into business
during the otherwise quiet geason,

Mr. A K Huestis, the secretary of the Canadian Club
of Totonto, informs uz that he ‘has just secured the fol-
lowing well-known authors to -address-the-Canadian Club:
Prof. Walter A. Wyekofl, authof of ““The ‘Workers," etc.,
Will be the guest of the Club-on Monday, March 20. Dr.
Willred  Grenfell, author of the new hook, published by
Revell Co, “*Harvest of the Sea,” will speak on April
17, and Norman Duncan. author of “Dr. Luke ol the
Tabrador,’” will be the guest of the Club on April 24, at
the Club’s annual meeting, -
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POORSELEERS seldom  look forwatd to ‘Fehruary
| hook sales with very keen-expectations-of=brisk-busi-
hess. and  the general opinion in Winnipeg stores
seems {o be that business was surprisingly good. Efforts
were made by several stores to stimulate trade-during a
dull- hook month by advertiseiuents of special sales. A
feature of these sales was the offer of standard sets at
big reductions and the marking down of a number of
popular novels. Results seem to have been satistactory
as the stores were -huiy,

. _
P

A feature of the month was the extraordinary demand
for *The Virginian accounted for by the fact that
Kirke Ea Shelles dramatization of this novel was pre-
sented at the “Winnipeg” theatre. This demand was not
{orescen and hence was not provided for as it might -have
been. manv customers were-disappointed and some- profit-

able sales were lost. “We-could ea;silrvflgve sold two -or

three hundred copies if we could have stocked them in
time,” remarked one hookseller.
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Apart from this. brisk demand-for “*“The Vlirginian®* for
which there was a 'special feason, the hook of the month
was probably “*Dr. Luke of the Labrador.” the ‘popularity
of“which shows-no-signs-of-abatement. ““The -Prospectot’’
is still selling well, hut it must vield first place to
“Doctor Luke.” *The Masquerader” and *“The ‘Clans-
man’ are also good sellers and '“The Prodigal Son™ s
meeling with a good Tepeption.
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\alentines regained something of their old=time-popilat-
Ity this year and. Winnipeg- stores_report the ‘best sales in
years. In great measure this popularily may be as
counted-Tor by the-efforts made to pive -proininence tochigh
class- productions The silly and- vulgar valentine has
secn its-day, but the popularity last month-of the -artistic
Valentine should encourage retallers to pay more atten-
tion tn future to a profitable line. B
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