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expectud fron the comparativo dulness of the past ne s lias beon donu during the easuil, the total re-
couple of months. suits are nut vcry flittering. Patented novelties are

Stocks are not as luw as we supposed last nonth. ,in good deinand and do nlo sein tu care vhether the
Thero are more than enoughx of albums in alnost season ends or not. Thoy -- right along just like
every book store. Of general goods there is cnougli other monpolies. Blank-book mon are quiet, and
for cùrrent wants. All agree in predicting a fair say they ill le until âme, when they vill begin to
spring and suimmler business. sou for fali trade. Cards continue in vcry good de-

Winnipeg and west, except in the inniediate neigh- mand, hoth for fancy and staplo stock.- Amc>-iva»
bourhood of the rising, were at last reports, undis-
turbed in trade.

UNITED STATES.

TnE OUTLooK OF THE SPluNG.-The country lias
survived the fever of another Presidential election
and the shock which a change of administration and
of party is supposed to bring, and there is little in
the political atmnosphere to cause alarni in the breasts
of the strongest adierents of one party or the other.
There are important questions of currency and reve-
nue ye t to be solved, whose solution will indeed
greatly affect the course of trade for better or worse ;
but the waste of political agitation is behind us, and
there is good reason to feel that the country is ready
to start forward, fromn the present basis of " bed
rock," on a new career of business prosperity.

The indications, so far, <lo not show that the tide
lias yet turned te the flood ; we are rather at that
moment when the ebb ha stopped and the flood lias
not fairly hegun. It is doubtless true, however, that
the country will net be mnucli longer kept back frcn
its natural cimrse of recuperation, and in the book-
trade, caution on the part of publishers will not hii-
der. but will help. It is more important to sell great
numubers of good books than to pubbsli great iium-
bars of now ones. The announcements of nublislheis
in this Spring Number are net great in number, but
it will du ne harm to the retail trade if it uses the
op[portunity to make themnust of the sufficient supply
of books the publishers' lists already furnish. Stocks
are undoubtedly low and orders are not speculative

in fact, scarcely speculative enough. but basud OU
fair assurance of orders. Publishers who recognize
that the day is one of cheap books, and who put their
goods before the public with the least possible licti-
tious expense, are likely te get the best of the pre-
sent market, and we trust that with the revival of
business wu shall have an adherenmce t sound methods
of dlealinig. -Pubishrs kly.

TiHE STATIONERY MAnKET.-As a whole, the mar-
ket is diill, but perhaps noi-t mu.-re so than is expectel
at this tinte of the year. The ianufacturera are
looking back at the season's work, tnd are making
comparisons. uhbicli. as a general rile, are not un-
favourable. Th fancy stationîery men appear to be
satisfied with the result of threir wvrk andit feel higlly
ecouraged. ''hev are castimg about for novel and
striking ideas wh.ichl mnay le worked into pretty and
taking foris, and sonie of themn promise thiat next
season's goods will far outshmine those oif this seasm.
The " Progressive Euchre " cra/. las truck tho East,
and the fancy stationers :re reaping the benetit.
There is still a good demîand for -e.:ding wax and
seals, a fact which lias caused Iturprisu to îamiy tif the
dealers, who supposed that at best it would lie only
a short-lived " wlii." Staple goods do not show
any iniproveinent, and while a fair aî'mount of busi-

Our latest English exchange says : "In regard to
trade in general, it has been looking up the last three
weeks, and the orders for correspondence cards with
envelopes in boxes have been immense. This is really
one of the greatest features of the spring trade, and
increasing week by week."

PŠ fcs

COOKS AUTOMATIC POSTAL SCALE.

We have a decided novelty this mionth i Letter
Scales represcnted in the preceding illustration, and
wiich are designed at once to ineet a need for some-
thing simple, convenient and correct for postal
weihming. The novelty consists in tie Self-aeljustii
Wh iits and Rtii.steriny Ditl, giving instantly the

weight of article, and anit of postage to be paid.
A sigle iidicat"r tells the whole story by means of
four cmrcles of accurately divided spaces, properly
figtured. The exterior circle shows the weight by
half ounlces ; the next, the postage required for
letters , the third. that fur book post ; and the inner

. indicates the cost of parcel post. 'The lial is
mîîarked up ta eight ounces, thus doing away entirely
witl siall weiglts that wero so liable to be lest.
Vitlh ach scale is furniisled ahalf pound weight, and

additional weiglts ean be su)plied when required.
Thi.s wve are safe in, siying is the most complote Postal
Scale that lias been ever put in the market and we
predict a large sale. The enterprising stationers,
Hart & Comipany, :11 and 33 King Street West,
Toroit", are the sole agents foir Canada. 'The dial of
the sc.de gives the amîouint of postage ini Canadian
postal rates.

Curnmsoim.is oas.--Some cf the leading miani-
facturera of Christmas Cards and Novelties have al-
readyl placed their saniples for the coinig season
before the Canadlian trade. Anong these are the
mneasurably new. but wonderfully successful firni of
Wirth Brothers and ()wen. of London and New York,
for whomi. 'Messre. W. War.vick and Son of this city


